
Reentry, Health, and Trauma:
Justice Beyond the Victim-Offender

Dichotomy

Bruce Western1

Columbia University

January 2020

1
This research was supported by NSF, NIH, Pew Research Center, and the Russell Sage Foundation.



Outline

I Mass incarceration

I The reentry study

I Stories



Outline

I Mass incarceration

I The reentry study

I Stories



Outline

I Mass incarceration

I The reentry study

I Stories



I. Mass Incarceration
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Key Finding

Mass incarceration criminalized social problems related to racial
inequality and poverty on a historically unprecedented scale,
contributing to the reproduction of poverty and racial inequality.
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Given the small crime prevention
effects of long prison sentences
and the possibly high financial, so-
cial, and human costs of incar-
ceration, federal and state policy
makers should revise current crim-
inal justice policies to significantly
reduce the rate of incarceration in
the United States.
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I Under-coverage, little detailed analysis of social process of
community return

I Little direct guidance for policy
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The Boston Reentry Study

I Data collection over three years in collaboration with Anthony
Braga (Northeastern) and Rhiana Kohl (DOC)

I A longitudinal interview study with 122 men and women
released from Massachusetts prisons and returning to Boston

I Collected data on employment, housing, health, family, drug
use, crime and justice system contact
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I Exposure to violence and other trauma in childhood

I Poor physical and mental health in adulthood

I Associated with poverty and material hardship after prison
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III. Stories





Peter’s Story

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccF1mJAOf2o&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTjC5hVYIK8&feature=youtu.be
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