
 
[Originally adopted as the Suburban Residential District; Repealed 1985, Ord. 451 § 3; Added 2000, Ord. 947 § 1] 

Responses to an Emergency/Disaster Event 

11.15.2282 Responses to an Emergency/Disaster Event 
Responses to an emergency/disaster event are allowed in all zoning districts when in compliance with 
the following standards: 

A. General standards for all response activities. 

1. Following emergency/disaster response actions, best management practices (BMPs) to 
prevent sedimentation and provide erosion control shall be utilized whenever disaster 
response actions necessitate vegetation removal, excavation, and/or grading. BMPs may 
include but are not limited to: use of straw bales, slash windrows, filter fabric fences, 
sandbags, straw cover, jute netting, etc. 

2. Structures or development installed or erected for a temporary use (e.g. sandbags, check 
dams, plastic sheeting, chain link fences, debris walls, etc.) shall be removed within one 
year following an emergency event. If it can be demonstrated that the continued use of 
these devices is necessary to protect life, property, public services or the environment, 
an extension of no more than two years may be granted by the Planning Director. 

3. The new exploration, development (extraction or excavation), and production of mineral 
resources, used for commercial, private or public works projects, shall not be conducted 
as an emergency/disaster response activity. 

4. No spoils resulting from grading or excavation activities shall be deliberately deposited 
into a wetland, stream, pond, lake, or riparian area within Multnomah County as a part 
of an emergency/disaster response action. The only exception to this is for construction 
of a fire line during a wildfire, where avoiding the aquatic area or its buffer zone has 
been considered and determined to not be possible without further jeopardizing life or 
property. 

B. Notification Requirements 

1. Actions taken in response to an emergency/disaster event, as defined in MCC .0010, are 
allowed in all land use designations, subject to the following notification requirements. 

a. Notification of an emergency/disaster response activity shall be submitted either 
within 48 hours of the commencement of a response action, or by the next business 
day following the start of such an action, whichever is sooner. Notification shall be 
submitted by the party conducting an emergency/disaster response activity or their 
representatives. In the case of multiple responding parties, the first party to respond 
shall provide the required notification, unless, upon mutual agreement of responding 
parties, another responder elects to assume this responsibility. 

b. Notification shall be submitted by mail, fax, telephone, e-mail or in person. If 
notification occurs by telephone, a hard copy of the notification shall be submitted 
by mail or in person within 7 days. 
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c. At a minimum, the following information shall be required at the time of 
notification: 

i. Nature of emergency/disaster event. 

ii. Description of emergency/disaster response activities and magnitude of 
response actions to be taken, if applicable (such as extent of earth movement, 
erection of structures, etc.). 

iii. Location of emergency/disaster response activities. 

iv. Estimated start and duration of emergency/disaster response activities. 

v. Contact person and phone number for the parties conducting 
emergency/disaster response actions. 

d. Repair and maintenance of an existing serviceable structure to its previously 
authorized and undamaged condition are not subject to the above referenced 
notification requirements. 

2. Upon notification of an emergency/disaster response action, the Planning Director shall, 
as soon as possible: 

a. Review their natural resource inventory data and notify the contact person for the 
emergency/disaster response actions of all inventoried natural resource sites, and 
their buffers, that are within or adjacent to the response area or that may be adversely 
affected by response activities; 

b. Notify applicable agencies of all emergency/disaster response activities. 

3. Upon response from applicable agencies, the applicant shall take necessary measures 
based on the recommendations of the applicable agencies to minimize impacts to 
resources from emergency/disaster response actions. If the recommendations of the 
applicable agencies conflict with those of the County or other jurisdictions, the 
recommendations of the County shall prevail for the purposes of this section. 

C. Post-Emergency/Disaster Response Application Requirements 

1. Within 30 days following notification, a post-emergency/disaster response application 
shall be submitted by the party conducting the response action to the Planning Director. 
In the case of an event with multiple responding parties, the agency providing initial 
notification as required herein shall submit the application. An exception to this may 
occur if another responding party, by mutual agreement with the other respondents, 
elects to submit the application. Requests to extend this submittal deadline may be 
made in writing and shall include the reason why an extension is necessary. Extensions 
shall not exceed 30 days in duration and no more than two (2) extensions shall be 
granted. 

2. Post-emergency/disaster response applications shall only address development activities 
conducted during an emergency/disaster response. Applications shall specify if 
development placed during an emergency/disaster event is permanent or temporary. 
Applicants shall be responsible for operations under their control and that of other 
responders, upon mutual agreement. Responders not agreeing to have another responder 
address their actions shall be responsible to submit an application for those actions. 
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3. Emergency/disaster response actions not involving structural development or ground 
disturbance with mechanized equipment are exempt from these requirements, except for 
those actions within 500' of a known cultural resource (as determined in the notification 
process). 

4. Applications shall include the following information: 

a. Applicant's name and address. 

b. Location of emergency/disaster response. 

c. A written description of the emergency/disaster response, including any structures 
erected, excavation or other grading activities, or vegetation removal. 

d. A map of the project area drawn to scale, at a scale of 1"=200' or a scale providing 
greater detail. The map shall include: 

i. North arrow and scale. 

ii. Boundaries, dimensions and size of subject parcel(s). 

iii. Topography at a contour interval sufficient to describe the terrain of the 
project site. 

iv. Bodies of water, watercourses, and significant landforms. 

v. Existing roads and structures. 

vi. New structures placed and any vegetation removal, excavation or grading 
resulting from the response actions. 

e. An exception to the scale requirements of subsection (4)(d) may be granted for an 
event encompassing an area greater than one square mile. In such cases, a clear 
sketch map of the entire response action area shall be provided. In addition, a map of 
1"=200' or a scale providing greater detail shall be provided that shows a section of 
the response area exemplifying the specific actions taken. 

D. Post-Emergency/Disaster Response Site Review 

All applications for post-emergency/disaster response Site Review shall be processed pursuant 
to the procedural provisions of a Type II decision and in compliance with the approval criteria 
of this section. 

E. Post-Emergency/Disaster Response Approval Criteria 

Actions taken in all land use designations that are in response to an emergency/disaster event 
shall be reviewed for compliance with the following standards: 

1. Vegetation shall be used to screen or cover road cuts, structural development, landform 
alteration, and areas denuded of vegetation, as a result of emergency/disaster response 
actions. 

2. Areas denuded of vegetation as a result of emergency/disaster response actions shall be 
revegetated with native plant species to restore the affected areas to its pre-response 
condition to the greatest extent practicable. Revegetation shall occur as soon as 
practicable, but no later than one year after the emergency/disaster event. An exception 
to the one-year requirement may be granted upon demonstration of just cause, with an 
extension of up to one year. 
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3. Spoil materials associated with grading, excavation and slide debris removal activities in 
relation to an emergency/disaster response action, shall either be: 

a. Removed from Multnomah County or deposited at a site within the Multnomah 
County where such deposition is, or can be, allowed, or 

b. Contoured, to the greatest extent practicable, to retain the natural topography, or a 
topography which emulates that of the surrounding landscape. 

4. If cultural resources are discovered within the area disturbed by emergency response 
actions, the project applicant shall immediately cease work and contact the Planning 
Director and the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). 

5. To the greatest extent practicable, emergency/disaster response actions shall not 
adversely affect natural resources. 

6. Buffer zones for wetlands, streams, ponds, riparian areas, sensitive wildlife sites or 
areas, and sites containing rare plants, shall be maintained to the maximum extent 
practicable. 

a. Wetlands, Streams, Ponds, Lakes, Riparian Areas 

i. When emergency/disaster response activities occur within wetlands, streams, 
ponds, lakes, riparian areas, or the buffer zones of these areas, the applicant 
shall demonstrate the following: 

A. All reasonable measures have been applied to ensure that the response 
actions have resulted in the minimum feasible alteration or destruction 
of the functions, existing contours, vegetation, fish and wildlife 
resources, and hydrology of wetlands, streams, ponds, lakes, or 
riparian areas. 

B. Areas disturbed by response activities and associated development 
will be rehabilitated to the maximum extent practicable. 

ii. Impacts to wetlands, streams, ponds, lakes, and riparian areas, and their 
buffers will be offset through mitigation and restoration to the greatest extent 
practicable. Mitigation and restoration efforts shall use native vegetation, and 
restore natural functions, contours, vegetation patterns, hydrology and fish 
and wildlife resources to the maximum extent practicable. 

iii. If the Planning Director determines that the emergency/disaster response 
actions had minor effects on the aquatic area or its buffer zone that could be 
eliminated with simple modifications, a letter shall be sent to the project 
applicant that describes the effects and measures that need to be taken to 
eliminate them. If the project applicant accepts these recommendations, the 
Planning Director shall incorporate them into the Site Review decision. 

iv. Unless addressed through (iv) above, mitigation and restoration efforts shall 
be delineated in a Rehabilitation Plan. Rehabilitation Plans shall satisfy the 
following: 

A. Plans shall include a plan view and cross-sectional drawing at a scale 
that adequately depicts site rehabilitation efforts. Plans will illustrate 
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final site topographic contours that emulate the surrounding natural 
landscape. 

B. Planting plans shall be included that specify native plant species to be 
used, specimen quantities, and plant locations. 

C. The project applicant shall be responsible for the successful 
rehabilitation of all areas disturbed by emergency/disaster response 
activities. 
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