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VOTERS SHOULD NOT GIVE AWAY THEIR POWER TO APPROVE FUTURE EXPANSION OF
THE TRANSIENT LODGING TAX

Under current law, the City eannot impose new taxes or expand the scope of existing taxes without voter
approval.

Through Measure 26-194, the City is seeking authority to expand the scope of the transient lodging tax
WITHOUT FIRST SEEKING VOTER APPROVAL.

A “yes” vote on Measure 26-194 would give the City a blank check to:

. Expand the transient lodging tax so it would apply to new types of businesses, including not
only existing online business like HomeAway.com and VRBO.com, but other existing or future
businesses that do not own or operate hotels or other lodging establishments in the traditional sense;

. Impose the transient lodging tax on new types of payments that may be charged by those
businesses, including service payments for the use of websites or other payments that are not made for
lodging in the traditional sense;

o ALL WITHOUT VOTER APPROVAL

While the measure does not grant the City authority to increase the current 6% rate of the tax, it would allow
the City to expand the tax to new businesses and types of payment without first seeking the permission of the
voters,

Voters should refuse to give away their authority to control future expansion of the Transient Lodging
Tax.

¢ Measure 26-194 is not simply about allowing the City Council to impose transient lodging taxes on
HomeAway or VRBO or leveling the playing ficld for such businesses, it's about giving the City a
blank check to expand those taxes to apply to other types of businesses or payments in the future
without having to first obtain voter approval.

* If the City wants to expand the tax to additional types of businesses or payments, it should be
required to ask the voters before doing so.

VOTE NO on Measure 26-194.
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