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Updating Our Charter — Ordinance Noticing

The City Charter requires ordinance noticing....”shall be posted at City Hall and two other
public places and published in a newspaper of general circulation in the City at least one week
prior to the meeting at which the proposed ordinance will be considered.”

Current practice in noticing ordinances exceeds minimum Charter requirements. Notices are
posted and/or published at City Hall, the Public Library, the Adult Community Center, the Lake
Oswego Review and the City’s website. Electronic notification of the posted agenda, which
includes the ordinance in its entirety, is sent to an audience who have requested notification of
Council meetings. Information is also posted in LODown, an electronic newsletter, sent prior to
Council meetings. The public increasingly favors electronic over physical means of gathering
Council business information.

The City Hall location, the city website and the Lake Oswego Review will continue to be
effective and expected notice methods for people who are interested in project or building-
specific information. Continuing to post ordinance notices that no longer appear to have much of
an audience is not an effective use of time and resources. The Council recommends the
requirement for posting an ordinance at City Hall and publishing in the local newspaper should
continue, but the phrase ‘and two other public places” be removed from the City charter.

The Council believes by continuing transitioning to modern methods of communication,
residents are better able to keep abreast of Council business. The result is the advantage of
increased overall transparency and efficiency.

1) Will proposed ordinances still be posted at City Hall and the City website? Yes.

2) Will the city continue to provide electronic notification of proposed ordinances?
Yes

3) Will there be modest savings in time and money? Yes

Vote yes on Charter Amendment measure 3-537.
Mayor Kent Studebaker

Councilor Joe Buck, Councilor Jeff Gudman, Councilor John LaMotte, Councilor Jackiec Manz
(Candidate for City Council) and Councilor Skip O’Neill






