MULTNOMAH COUNTY OREGON

Multnomah County Veteran Services Taskforce
	September 7, 2012
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9:00am – 11:00am

  Multnomah Building, 6th Floor Room 635, 501 SE Hawthorne Blvd, Portland, Oregon 97214



	MEETING AGENDA  

	TOPIC / PRESENTER
	NOTES
	Action

	Welcome and Introductions


	Task Force meeting attended by: Commissioner Diane McKeel, Sean Files, Doug Robberson, Julie Marshall, Doug Kuhl, Steven Easterday, Tina Edge, Maureen Raczko, Channa Newell, Jane Netboy, Linda Eaton, Tanya Hawkins, Julie Wilcke, Champagne Rhone, Juan Ocaana-Chiu, Allen Roberts Jr., Josh Groesz
	

	Project Updates


	SIRN- 
Tina reported that there was a presentation to the Board of County Commissioners yesterday morning (9/6), and they received a distinguished service award from Portland Police Bureau yesterday afternoon.

The justice system has, by history, operated in silos so this training has helped connect each partner. Now we have veteran service providers training police officers on how to best work with veterans, and helping officers add options to their tool belt when working with this population.

There is a national conference in June 2013 the International Association of Directors of Law Enforcement Standards and Training (IADLEST). 

We would like to put together a panel for working with veterans. We’ll discuss further at next month’s task force meeting. Forward ideas to Commissioner McKeel’s Office about who should be on the panel.

	Yes, on 10/1 agenda

	
	County Veterans Service Office- 
Juan reported that the Justice involved Veterans Service Officer position is now permanent and ADS has added another 0.5 FTE CVSO position that they are currently in the hiring process to fill. Final interviews are this morning and they will make announcements on both positions by the next task force meeting.

	

	
	USS Ranger-
Steven reported that the USS Ranger will be invited to the capital on 9/14 and will be in the capital gallery 8am-1pm to provide info and help raise funds for the project. 
Tours are scheduled and have occurred for union groups, with particular interest around training and work opportunities. Send an email to the website – ussranger.org – to set up a tour of the ship. 


	

	
	Ride Connection-
Julie presented on the Ride Connection program for veterans, which provides transportation services for homeless veterans to go to VA appointments, shopping, and socialization activities. 
They are looking for more info to complete a needs analysis for homeless veterans, veterans in school, and those travelling from outside the Portland Metro area. They are also assembling an advisory group and seeking recommendations for members or stakeholder groups. 
Julie Wilcke, Chief Operating Officer, is available for more information or ideas: 503-528-1737, jwilcke@rideconnection.org

	

	
	Gung Ho Ministries- 
Linda presented on the Gung Ho Ministries program and GHM Boutique. They are finishing up their first year of services and using revenue from the boutique for transitional housing. It will have five beds for vets with a house manager, the business will provide a job and employment mentoring, and there will be a school/community service component as well. Anticipated 6 month length of stay. 
Address for Boutique is 4711 SW Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy, Portland.

	

	AOC  Veterans Committee  

Commissioner McKeel
	Commissioner McKeel discussed the first AOC Veterans Services Subcommittee meeting, which occurred September 5th. 
Specific goals will be determined at upcoming meetings but issues identified included legislative advocacy to maintain funding for county veterans services, continued support for Stand Downs and other similar events, training for veterans service providers, and collaborative opportunities across the state between different counties and with local service providers to meet the growing level of need.

	

	Portland State University Veterans Services
Allen Roberts,Jr

	Allen presented on the veterans program at PSU, introduced their staff, and discussed issues that veterans are facing in school. 
He helps verify that students’ courses are going toward a degree, submits documentation to the VA for funds to go toward school and living expenses, and offers peer-based support for veterans and their family members who are enrolled at PSU.

There are about 200 veterans who graduate every year and 200 who enter PSU annually. 37% of veterans receiving GI Benefits at PSU have seen combat. 
Portland State is one of 32 colleges across the country with a vets success vocational rehabilitation counselor and will be opening up a veterans resource center and hiring a coordinator soon. 

Allen is a resource for any vets’ questions about school: 503-725-5547, allen.roberts@pdx.edu
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Next meeting scheduled for …





October 1st


9:00am - 11:00am


501 SE Hawthorne Blvd - Conference room #635   Portland, OR 97214


**  Meetings normally take place 1st Monday of every month 9:00am - 11:00am **
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