MULTNOMAH COUNTY OREGON

Multnomah County Veteran Services Taskforce
	August 5th, 2013
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9:00am – 10:30am

  Multnomah Building, 5th Floor Copper Room, 501 SE Hawthorne Blvd, Portland, Oregon 97214



	MEETING MINUTES

	Welcome and Introductions

	Task Force meeting attended by: Commissioner McKeel, Sean Files, Edward Hernandez, Douglas Kuhl, Rob Schultz, Jana Hakova, Corbett Monica, Lynn Schemmer Valleas, Clay Cooper, Steven Easterday, Lon Getlin, Joe Carbajal, Roy Weedman, Nathaniel Boehme, Martin Clark, Chris Aiosa, Glenn Shuck, Elan Lanert, Don Weber, Seth Lyon 


	TOPIC / PRESENTER
	NOTES
	Action

	Impact NW and Access to Recovery (ATR) project
Jana Hakova & Rob Schultz

	Jana and Rob presented on the Access to Recovery program, which serves Multnomah County and Clackamas County through a SAMSHA grant. They are accepting intakes for the 6-month program through March, 2014, because the funding is up for renewal in September. 
Program is open for anyone who wants help with recovery issues (those dependent on drug and alcohol). Priority populations that they’ve identified include Veterans and families with DHS or criminal justice system involvement. It is a 6 month program that help out with basic needs, such as a 6 month bus pass, clothes, food, housing (rent assistance). Eligible clients can live anywhere, but must use resources in Multnomah County and Clackamas County. Need to be less than 400% of the federal poverty level.  Handout was distributed, which is linked from the VTF Meeting Materials webpage.

	If you know a veteran who can benefit from this service, call:
503-988-6000

Ask for Jana or Rob

	Lines for life
Lon Getlin & Joe Carbajal

	Lon and Joe presented on Lines For Life, the crisis line for drug and alcohol and suicide that serves the whole State of Oregon and parts of Washington. Four years ago they added a military help line which is especially important because of Oregon’s high rate of suicide among military/veterans. They also just launched a texting line on August 1st, which has been successful with youth and they expect a similar effect with the military help line.
The military help line provides support and referrals to veterans and their families. It is free, anonymous and confidential. Since it started in 2009 they have received 13,000 calls and de-escalated 98% of them. The help line is staffed by veterans who have combat experience and other volunteers who have extensive clinical and military culture training. The military help line is a worldwide service, and Lon gave one recent example of a commander in Afghanistan who called a few weeks ago. There is a voluntary follow-up process as well, where they can note the issue and phone number, then call the individual back 6-12 hours later for a follow-up. 
Discussion:
· Any services for children in military families? Yes, the military helpline is available for any member of a veteran’s family, as well as the youth line (877-YOUTH-911)

· What types of referrals are given? People need housing, workforce assistance, just to talk. Approximately 50% of callers identify as homeless.

· Based on experience, what can the community do? Have a town hall meeting or other community discussion-> Help veterans, their families, and others to get to the point where they’re not ashamed to ask for help. When you talk with a veteran, say “hi” and ask “How are you doing?”

 
	Lines for Life Military Helpline: 888-HLP-4-VET
(888-457-4838)

Online chat available at: militaryhelpline.org

Youthline: 877-YOUTH-911

	General Updates

All
	Transition Projects: Nathaniel-

TPI has received a $1.3 million new grant through SSVF (Supportive Services for Veterans and Families). Part of this was a renewal of their grant from two years ago, and the other half enables them to expand assistance to Multnomah, Clackamas, Clark, and Washington counties to serve more veteran households and “meet them where they are”. 

Homelessness among veterans has gone down 17% since SSVF grants started, and this grant reward is great news for the local community. 

Eligibility: Veterans in immediate danger of being homeless or veterans who are homeless. All discharges except dishonorable are able to receive services. For more info, contact: Nathaniel Boehme:  503-280-4673 or visit http://www.tprojects.org/content.cfm/IF-YOU-NEED-HELP/Vet-Services
Stand Down: The next planning meeting is on Wednesday the 7th at 3pm, in Bud Clark Commons on 3rd and Hoyt. The stand down will be October 2nd at the Convention Center. Contact Nathaniel to find out ways to help.


	For more info on SSVF grants or how you can help with the Portland Stand Down, contact Nathaniel at:
503-280-4673

nboehme@

tprojects.org

	
	DDA of Oregon: Corbett-
Dual-Diagnosis of Oregon has meetings scheduled that are open to veterans, including Tuesdays at 8am at Transition Projects and 10am at the CRRC. Also starting a family support network that is consistent with the 12 steps + 5 steps of DDA.

 
	For more info: http://www.ddaoforegon.com/

	
	Central City Concern: Clay-
They recently lost an HVRP grant that they had received the past 14 years to provide veterans with employment services. This was a significant portion of their veteran-specific services (with about 180 vets involved last year) and the organization is working on ways to continue as much support in this area as they can.


	

	
	Veterans Docket: Keith-
Working on an MOU with stakeholders to start a pilot this fall or winter. Will provide updates as things move forward.


	

	
	Upcoming Events:

Veterans Career Fair at the Rose Garden on August 8th. 

Career Fair at Memorial Coliseum on November 14th.

Portland Stand Down on October 2nd.

East County Stand Down October 19th.


	



�








Next meeting scheduled for …





September 9th, 2013


9:00am - 10:30am


501 SE Hawthorne Blvd – Copper Conference Room on 5th Floor   Portland, OR 97214


**  Meetings normally take place 1st Monday of every month 9:00am - 11:00am **
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