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'SCAPPOOSE RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT '

- Notice is hereby given that on Tuesday, May 17, 2011, a measure election will be held in
Scappoose Rural Fire Protection District, Columbia and Multnomah County, Oregon.

The following shall be the ballot title of the measure to be submitted to the district’s voters on th:s date May 17 2011

CAPTION (10 words)
. g\aFIVE-YEAR LOCAL OPTION LEVY RENEWAL FOR PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT

‘ QUESTION (20 words)
Should Scappoose Fire District renew its $0.94 levy and continue to provide the same emergency
service it has since 2007? 7his measure renews current focal option taxes.

SUMMARY (175 words)
A “yes” vote on this levy would retain the current paid firefighter/paramedic positions. District
residents will see no change in emergency service or levy rate. The District presently has 3 paid
personnel on duty 24-hours per day to respond to fire and medical emergencies. This staffing
allows the district to respond immediately with the first emergency ambulance with paramedics.
The second emergency will still require volunteers to respond to. the station for fire and medical

incidents.

The permanent tax rate alone is inadequate to properly ensure fire and ambulance service. Our

community continues to have a demand for emergency fire and medical response. Combining the
permanent tax rate with a 5-year levy has allowed the District to provide adequate staffing since

2007. We are optimistic that the $0.94 levy renewal rate can continue to provide sufficient

staffing until 2017,

This levy will begin after the expiration of the present levy 6/30/2012. The levy rate of $0.94 on
a home with an assessed value of $150,000 wouid be $141 per year for 5 years.

The proposed rate will raise approximately $953,696 in 2012/13, $971,770 in 2013/14, $992,225
in 2014/15, $1,012,069 in 2015/16 and $1,032,311 in 2016/17. The estimated tax cost for this
measure Is an estimate only based on the best information available from the county assessor at

o

the time of the estimate. _-:-:;:;: 3
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT FOR COUNTY VOTERS’ PAMPELET

Ballot Title Caption
FIVE-YEAR LOCAL OFTION LEVY RENEWAL FOR PERSONNEI, AND EQUIFMENT

Measure Number:  £5-.2 {2 Woard Total (500 Max): 499

The Scappoose Rural Fire District provides fire and ambulanice service to over 12,000 citizens jn
Scappoose, Chapman, Holbrook, and Warren aress. The District is secking renewal of a S-year
local option levy expiring June 30, 2012, This S-year levy ig a renewal of the current levy of
$0.94 per thousand of agscased valuation.

The prismery use of the renewed levy is to retain the current paid prrsonnel covered by the
outgoing S-year levy maintaining the coverage for firs and medical calls.  Additional levy funds
will be ased to purchase and upgrade lifesaving fire equipment, medical equipment and replace
an aging ambulence.

The District’a plan is to msintain an adequate level of service uging volunteer and paid
emergency responders. The Scappoose Fire District would not be able to tespond to your fire
and medical emergencies without the assistance of career firefighters and medical personnel,
The renewal of this operating levy maintains cwrrent personnel without the congideration of any
major increases in the community or emergency alarms. Community volunieers are pot always
available to respond to emergencies dus o work and family commaitments,

The District responded to 1302 cmergency incidents in 2010 and 76% were medically related. If
an ambulance tratigpost ia requited 1t typically takes 2 hours from the tne of the call until the
ambulance returns to the fire siation and is ready for the next emergeney. Trangport time {8 very
dJemanding on volunteers, The Jevy will maintain the firefighter/paramedics hired under the
current levy continuing the 24-hour staffing and meintaining emergency response times.

Without the 5-year levy, the current tax rate of $1.1145 per $1,000 assessed value iz not adequate
to propetly ensure fire and ambulance service. Many emergencies, especially overlapping
emergencies, will require volunteer response to the station before answering the alarm. The 5-
year levy provides 3 on~duty personnel 24-hours a day, allowing immediate fire or medical
responge. We will rely on the available volunteers to aseist with the second and thizd cmergency
calls for help.

What happens if the levy is nnt renewed?

Residents will most likely see delays in response to their emergency. The on-duty
fircfighter/paramedic will have to walt until volunteer porsonnel respond from their home lo the
station before responding to your emergency. Volunteers are not always available to respond to
your emergency call for help, Overlapping alarms will become even more difficult The cucrent
local optien levy expires in June 2012 and fiunds the wages of career firefighter/paramedics on
24-hour shifts. If the levy fails, the District may not be able to fund even one

firefighter/paramedic on duty 24-hourg a day. .
If the Jevy passes, the ndditionnal revenne would be nsed to: 2o B
" [l
Dl

& Maintait the current paid Firefighter/Paramedics = %

» Save funds to replacs the 1998 ambulance ¥ = o

v Purchage and upgrede lifesaving fire and medical equipment S 9 o
What will it cost me? = ﬁ = s T8
The levy is a continuation of the current levy with no increase. The currentorate of $5:94 per ST
thousand does cost homeowners 3141 per year for a house ssgessed at $150,000. o e
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Person responsible for the content of the Explanatory Statement:

David Sorenson, President, Board of Directory
Scappoose Rural Fire Protection District RoanMoe/phinning,cxplanarary.May 201 1





