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Agenda

1. Background

2. Community Engagement

3. Feasibility Study Review

4. Environmental Review Phase

5. Resolution
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Background

• "The Oregon Resilience Plan: Reducing Risk and 
Improving Recovery for the Next Cascadia Earthquake 
and Tsunami" - Report to the 77th Legislative Assembly 
from Oregon Seismic Safety Policy Advisory Commission 
(OSSPAC), Feb, 2013

• "The Really Big One: An earthquake will destroy a 
sizable portion of the coastal Northwest. The question 
is when." - The New Yorker, July 20th, 2015

• "Unprepared: An Oregon Field Guide Special" - Season 
27 Episode #2701 Oct 1st, 2015

Illustration by Christoph Niemann; Map by Ziggymaj / Getty

CASCADIA SUBDUCTION ZONE (CSZ) EARTHQUAKE
Last major quake in Oregon occurred 317 years ago, a timespan that exceeds 75% of the 

intervals between the major quakes to hit Oregon over the last 10,000 years.

Regional Earthquake Risk
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Background
Willamette River Bridge Capital Improvement Plan (2015-2034)
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Background
Seismic Vulnerability - Regional “Lifeline” Routes 



5

Background
Earthquake Ready Burnside Bridge - Project Purpose
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Background

Where are we now?

Earthquake Ready Burnside Bridge – Project Timeline
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Background
Key Constraint - Adjacent Infrastructure
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Background
Key Outreach - Adjacent Stakeholders



Community Engagement
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Community Engagement

1



Community Engagement
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Community Engagement
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Feasibility Study Review
Alternatives Development

Variations considered:
• alignment
• landing locations
• construction staging 
• widening
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Feasibility Study Review
Screening Process
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Enhanced Seismic Retrofit - Unwidened
Feasibility Study Review
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Replaced



Replacement: Fixed Bridge - Widened
Feasibility Study Review
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Replacement: Movable Bridge - Widened
Feasibility Study Review

Example Example
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Replacement: Movable Bridge, Couch Connection - Widened 
Feasibility Study Review
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Burnside St is closed to 
traffic during construction

Feasibility Study Review
Preliminary Project Costs ($M)

Burnside St is open to 
traffic during construction $$$

$$

$
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Total Preliminary Project Costs ($M)
Feasibility Study Review

$M
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Notes:
1. Project costs include 

NEPA, Design, ROW, 
and Construction 
phases

2. Project costs are 
escalated to the year 
of construction

3. Cost based on high‐
level conceptual 
design



Environmental Review Phase
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What’s next?

Earthquake Ready Burnside Bridge Project - Timeline



Environmental Review Phase

22



Environmental Review Phase
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Identifying funding for future phases (local, state, federal)

Understanding project impacts

Developing a strategy to manage traffic during construction 

Strengthening regional partnerships around resiliency and enhanced 
transportation 

Continuing to engage the public and stakeholders early and often

Key Activities Moving Forward



Resolution
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