
Policy Group Meeting

Department of Community Services 
Transportation Division

October 30, 2018
The information presented here, and the public and agency input received, may be adopted or 
incorporated by reference into a future environmental review process to meet the requirements of 
the National Environmental Policy Act.



1. Welcome and Opening 
Remarks

2. Project Update

3. September Engagement

4. Environmental Review Phase 
Kickoff

5. Public Comment
Policy Group Discussion – Purpose & 
Need and Range of Alternatives

6. Next Steps and Closing Remarks 
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Agenda
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2. Project Update
Earthquake Ready Burnside Project Timeline

Where are we now?
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2. Project Update
Feasibility Study Process and Findings

What we’ve done since last meeting?
• Published the Draft Feasibility Study Report, Purpose and 

Need, Range of Alternatives
• Conducted outreach to get input on findings 
• Committee Meetings

o Senior Agency Staff – Oct 11th
o Community Task Force – Oct 17th

What’s next?
• Board of County Commissioners Meeting – Nov 1st 

o Board adoption of Feasibility Study findings
o Feasibility Study Phase concludes
o Environmental Review Phase begins
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Draft Feasibility Study Report and Purpose & Need
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2. Project Update
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2. Project Update
Purpose and Need



2. Project Update
Screening Criteria
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Scoring

HIGH

MEDIUM

LOW



Findings: Range of Alternatives [April 2018]
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Replacement:  Wishbones

Replacement: Existing AlignmentEnhanced Seismic 
Retrofit

Replacement:  Mode-Separated

2. Project Update

WIDENED AND UNWIDENED MOVABLE BRIDGE MOVABLE STACKED BRIDGE 97’ HIGH FIXED BRIDGE

MOVABLE BRIDGE – EAST COUCH COUPLET MOVABLE BRIDGE – EAST ANKENY COUPLET MOVABLE BRIDGE – COUCH BIKE/PED ONLY BRIDGE MOVABLE BRIDGE – ANKENY BIKE/PED ONLY BRIDGE



Findings: Range of Alternatives [April 2018]
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Replacement:  Wishbones

Replacement: Existing AlignmentEnhanced Seismic 
Retrofit

Replacement:  Mode-Separated

2. Project Update

UNWIDENED MOVABLE BRIDGE MOVABLE STACKED BRIDGE 97’ HIGH FIXED BRIDGE

MOVABLE BRIDGE – EAST COUCH COUPLET MOVABLE BRIDGE – EAST ANKENY COUPLET MOVABLE BRIDGE – COUCH BIKE/PED ONLY BRIDGE MOVABLE BRIDGE – ANKENY BIKE/PED ONLY BRIDGEMOVABLE BRIDGE – EAST ANKENY COUPLET MOVABLE BRIDGE – COUCH BIKE/PED ONLY BRIDGE MOVABLE BRIDGE – ANKENY BIKE/PED ONLY BRIDGE

MOVABLE STACKED BRIDGE
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2. Project Update
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2. Project Update
Recommended Range of Alternatives

The 4 recommended 
build options.

A No-Build option will 
also be evaluated.



Enhanced Seismic Retrofit
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2. Project Update

Replacement Portion



Replacement: Fixed Bridge
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2. Project Update



Replacement: Movable Bridge
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2. Project Update

Example Example



Replacement: Movable Bridge – NE Couch Connection 
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2. Project Update
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Burnside St is closed to 
traffic during constructionn

2. Project Update
Preliminary Project Costs ($M)
Burnside St is open to 
traffic during constructionn $$$

$$

$



Total Preliminary Project Costs ($M)
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2. Project Update

$M

Notes:
1. Project costs include 

NEPA, Design, ROW 
Acquisition, and 
Construction phases

2. Project costs are 
escalated to the year of 
construction

3. Cost based on high level 
conceptual design 
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2. Project Update
Briefings and Presentations
• EQRB Stakeholder Representatives Group – 4/16/18
• EQRB Policy Group – 4/26/18
• Board of County Commissioners – 5/24/18
• Metro Joint Policy Advisory Committee on Transportation – 6/21/18
• Historic Landmarks Commission – 6/25/18 & 10/8/18
• City Club Friday Forum – 7/27/18
• East Multnomah County Transportation Committee – 8/13/18
• Regional Disaster Preparedness Organization 8/24/18
• ASCE Oregon Chapter Annual Conference – 9/11/18
• Regional Public Information Officers – 9/13/18
• Central Eastside Industrial Council – 10/2/18
• Old Town Community Association – 10/3/18
• Portland Design Commission – 10/18/18

111777
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2. Project Update
Social Services Workshop – July 31, 2018
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3. September Engagement
Online Open House
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3. September Engagement
In-Person Open Houses
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3. September Engagement
Videos and Social Media
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3. September Engagement
By the Numbers

Online Open House Users

In-Person Open House Participants

Mailers Distributed

Social Media Posts

News Releases and E-Blasts

News Coverage Articles

Comments Received

1,747

56

25,663

38

4

7

168

Project Website Unique Pageviews2,455
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3. September Engagement
What We Heard

Desire for bike paths, pedestrian paths and bus only lanes

Urgency to get the project done earlier

More support for movable than fixed, but some support for both

Most said they agree or strongly agree with choice of recommended options, remarking that they 
were reasonable and well thought out

More support for a new bridge than a retrofit, but still some support for retrofit

Concerns about impacts to nearby buildings and the overall transportation system

Views and aesthetics should still be considered, making the bridge an “iconic” part of Portland

Interest in keeping some historical components/aesthetics of the bridge, concern for demolishing the 
bridge and its historical importance.
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3. September Engagement
Community Task Force Recruitment
• Outreach

o News Release
o Email Blast
o City Club Friday Forum
o DJC Article
o Social Services Workshop
o Email to former Stakeholder 

Representative Group
o County E-Newsletter
o East MultCo Transportation 

Committee
o City of Gresham Chamber of 

Commerce
o Email to 22 EJ-related organizations

• 37 Applicants

• Community Engagement Liaisons Program
• Verde
• Organizing People / Activating Leaders 
• Latino Network
• Asian Health and Services Center
• Elders in Action
• MultCo Senior Advisory Council
• Coalition of Communities of Color
• Portland African American League Forum 

Urban League of Portland
• Asian Pacific American Network of Oregon
• Voz
• Native American Youth & Family Center
• Immigrant & Refugee Community Organization
• Multnomah Youth Commission
• Oregon Association of Minority Entrepreneurs
• National Association Minority Contractors of 

Oregon
• Hispanic Chamber
• Professional Business Development Group
• Portland Commission on Disability
• Disability Services Advisory Council
• Northwest China Council

Outreach to Diverse Organizations

o EEmaiilll to 2222 EEJJ-relllateddd orggggganiizatiionss
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3. September Engagement
Committee Membership Changes
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Incoming Outgoing

Mercy Corps
American Medical Response
Oregon Walks
Disability Rights Oregon
Gresham Area Chamber of Commerce
Powell Valley Neighborhood
Portland Rescue Mission
Portland Freight Advisory Committee

Willamette River Keepers
University of Oregon Architecture Student
The Street Trust
Oregon Trucking Association
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4. Environmental Review Kickoff
Committee Framework
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4. Environmental Review Kickoff
Cooperating and Participating Agencies
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4. Environmental Review Kickoff
Project Overview and Milestones
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4. Environmental Review Kickoff
Charter Review
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4. Environmental Review Kickoff

333333333333000000000

Today’s Action
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5. Public Comment

Comments?
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6. Next Steps & Closing Remarks

Upcoming Activities 

• Board of County Commissioners Meeting – November 1

• Next Policy Group Meeting – Spring 2019

• Initiate Alternatives Refinement – Early 2019
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Thank You!


