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● Provide an overview of the impact of 
flavored tobacco and nicotine products;

● Provide an update on the multi-state 
outbreak of vaping related lung disease; 
and

● Share examples of jurisdictions that have 
implemented a ban on the sale of flavored 
tobacco products.
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Today’s Presentation 
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Annual Deaths from Smoking
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Annual Toll of Tobacco Use in 
Multnomah County 



• Tobacco use = 
#1 preventable 
cause of early  
death

• Starter products 
for youth create 
new generation 
of users
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Why Regulate Flavored Tobacco  
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Who Uses Flavored 
Tobacco/Nicotine Products 

Oregon Health Authority Public Health Division, Health Promotion and Chronic Disease Prevention Section. 2018. Oregon tobacco facts. 
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Youth Tobacco/Nicotine Use by 
Race

Dai H. (2017) Tobacco Product Use Among Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Adolescents. Pediatrics. 139(4).
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Youth Tobacco/Nicotine Use by 
Sexual Orientation

Wang TW, et al. (2018) Tobacco Product Use Among Middle and High School Students — United States, 2011–2017. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 67:629–633
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Villanti, AC, et al., “Changes in the prevalence and correlates of menthol cigarette use in the 
USA, 2004-2014,” Tobacco Control, published online October 20, 2016.

Menthol Tobacco Use 
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Source: Truth Campaign 



More than 1 in 4 
12th graders report 
vaping in the past 
30 days.
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E-Cigarettes and the Growing 
Concern of Health Effects 

Miech, et al. (2019) Correspondence: Trends in Adolescent Vaping, 2017-2019. New England Journal of Medicine. Accessed 9/19/2019 at 
https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMc1910739?articleTools=true.

Photo: http://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/122-a244/ 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMc1910739?articleTools=true
http://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/122-a244/


• As of September 27th, 2019:
– 805 cases from 46 states and 1 territory
– 12 deaths, 2 in Oregon
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Vaping-Related Lung Disease 

Oregonlive 
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Chemicals in Flavored Tobacco and 
Candy Products 

Image from: New England Journal of Medicine - Candy flavorings in tobacco. https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc1403015

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc1403015


• 100% of retailers assessed sold at least one type of flavored 
tobacco product (menthol cigarettes, e-cigarette, little 
cigars/cigarillos and/or smokeless tobacco).

• 73% of retailers offered price promotions
• 67% of retailers who sold cigarillos or small cigars 

advertised them for less than $1
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Flavored Tobacco Availability in 
Multnomah County 



• Underage youth 
inspectors are 
illegally sold 
tobacco products 
17% of the time 
during Multnomah 
County 
inspections. 
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Illegal Sales to Youth  
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11th Grade Tobacco Users Access 
to Tobacco in Multnomah County  

Oregon Healthy Teens Survey, 2017



771 Licensed Tobacco Retailers as of September 16, 2019

● 401 Convenience Stores 
● 111 Bar/Restaurant 
● 82 Grocery Stores  
● 50 Tobacco Shops 
● 43 Gas Stations 
● 32 Liquor Stores 
● 27 Pharmacies 
● 20 Vape Shops 
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Multnomah County Licensed 
Tobacco Retailers   
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Policy & 
Communications 
Timeline

2009

FDA bans flavored 
cigarettes; except for 

menthol

2014

November - Health Officer 
Dr. Jennifer Vines warns of 
an increasing number of 
youth using e-cigarettes 
locally

November -  Environmental 
Health recommends County 
ban the sale of e-cigarettes 
to minors and ban minors 
from using them

2007

Maine passed a law 
banning flavored tobacco, 
does not include Menthol

2013

October - Sweet Deceit 
flavored tobacco campaign 
launched

2015

March - Multnomah County passes 
ordinance that prohibits minors from 
buying and using inhalant delivery 
systems; The Board also restricts 
the use of e-cigarettes anywhere 
where cigarettes are banned under 
the Oregon Clean Air Act.

May – Health Officer Dr. Jennifer 
Vines asks the Board of 
Commissioners to consider a tax on 
inhalant delivery  systems

November – Multnomah County 
passes a tobacco retail license rule 
allowing inspectors to enforce the 
law

2016

July – Multnomah County 
Tobacco Control and 
Prevention begins issuing 
tobacco retail licenses

2019

September – Board of 
Health issues vaping 
warning, directs Health 
Department to make 
recommendations on 
flavor ban

2017

January – Tobacco Retail 
Licensing inspections begin

April – Public Health urges 
Board to raise legal tobacco 
purchase age to 21
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2009

ACHIEVE prioritizes tobacco 
policies including menthol

2015

● Pride survey asking LGBTQ 
communities about flavor and 
tobacco industry targeting

● Youth testify in front of the board and 
coined the term “do me a favor and 
ban the flavor”

● Health Equity Impact Assessment by 
OHEA on tobacco retail licensing

2007

African American Tobacco 
Prevention Education Network 
tackles menthol and targeted 

tobacco advertising

2014

● Chair visits Madison Rebels 
tobacco education day

● OHEA and Upstream conduct 
retail assessment

2017

Health Equity Impact Assessments 
by Upstream/NAYA on raising 
minimum legal sales age to 21

2019

MCPHAB recommends Board 
of Health adopt flavored 

tobacco/nicotine ban 
including menthol

Community 
Outreach 
Timeline 
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Community Education 



• Board Action
– 2015:  E-Cigarettes
– 2016: Tobacco Retail Licensing
– 2018: Flavored Tobacco Products

• Bringing data to the Board
– Health Equity Impact Assessment 
– The Selling of Tobacco in Multnomah County
– Vaping-related Health Advisory

• Public Testimony and Survey
– Youth advocates
– Public health advocates
– Retailers and Consumers
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History of Board Action 



● Reduces flavored 
tobacco product 
sales

● Decreases odds 
of ever using 
tobacco products 
among teens
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Impact of Banning the Sale of 
Flavored Tobacco 
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San Francisco, California
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Where When What

Michigan 2019 Six-month ban on sales of flavored e-cigarette products

Massachusetts 2019 Four-month ban on all in-store and online sales of all vaping 
products

LA County, CA In Progress; 
1st vote 9/24/19

Prohibit sales of all flavored tobacco products, including menthol 
and e-cigarettes

Arden Hills, MN 2019 Prohibit sales of all flavored tobacco products, including menthol 
and e-cigarettes

Beverly Hills, CA
El Cerrito, CA
Sacramento, CA
Yolo County, CA

2019 Prohibit sales of all flavored tobacco products, including menthol 
and e-cigarettes

Arden Hill, MN
Lilydale, MN
Mendota Heights, MN

2019 Prohibit sales of all flavored tobacco products, including menthol 
and e-cigarettes

San Francisco, CA 2018 Prohibit sales of all flavored tobacco products, including menthol 
and e-cigarettes

Other Jurisdictions
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Proposed Federal and State Action

• Federal 
– All vaping products - “flavored e-cigarette 

products”
– Does not include flavored tobacco

• State
– Proposed temporary ban on sale and display 

of all vaping products 
– Does not include flavored tobacco
– Expanded tobacco cessation



• To reduce access to flavored tobacco products, 
adopt a flavored tobacco products sale restriction 
within the Tobacco Retail License program.

• At the time of implementation,the regulation would 
end retail sales of flavored tobacco products.

• Work with partners to increase access to FDA 
approved tobacco cessation

29

Recommendation: Ban the Sale of 
Flavored Tobacco 
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What a Ban on the Sale of Flavored 
Tobacco Does Do
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What a Ban on the Sale of  
Flavored Tobacco Does NOT Do



Multnomah 
County Clinical 
Policy 

Oregon Tobacco 
Quit Line 
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Tobacco Cessation Resources and 
Efforts 
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Thank You For Protecting Our 
Youth



Questions, Comments 
& Discussion 


