
Emergency Operations Center (EOC) 

Situation Report  
Note: Beginning October 7, Multnomah County COVID-19 Situation Reports will be distributed  
on Wednesdays.  
Situation Report Number​: 10.7.2020 

Incident Name​: COVID-19 MultCo Coordination  

OERS Number​: 2020-0279 (COVID)  

EOC​: 
Activated 

Unified Commanders​: 
Kim Toevs, Multnomah County Health Department 
Chris Voss, Multnomah County Emergency Management 
Jennifer Masotja, Department of County Human Services  
Marc Jolin, Joint Office of Homeless Services 

Deputies: 
Jessica Guernsey, Multnomah County Health Department 
Lisa Corbly, Multnomah County Emergency Management 
Alice Busch, Multnomah County Emergency Management 
Aaron Monnig, Multnomah County Health Department 

Date​: 
10/7/20 

Time: 
1:05 pm 

Situation Reports are typically released on Wednesdays at approximately  
10:00 am. ​All posted Situation Reports are archived on the County’s website​. 

 

To submit updates / actions to this report, ​email the Multnomah County EOC Situation Unit at 
eoc.situationunit@multco.us​ with the subject line: Update for COVID-19 Situation Report. 
 

Multnomah County COVID-19 Emergency Response 

Announcements and Featured Media 
● Cloth Face Covering Donations Project​: Multnomah County's emergency response team at the EOC 

has developed a re-energized campaign to increase donations of cloth face coverings. With a focus on 
child-sized face masks which are in the most scarce supply. These face coverings will be distributed to 
communities that have been the most impacted by COVID-19. The County's aim is to distribute 10,000 
child-sized masks to children who are Black, Indigenous and People of Color, immigrants, or refugees, 
to other children in need, and to childcare providers.​ ​A huge thank you to our community​ ​who donated 
over 23,000 adult sized face coverings! These were quickly distributed across the County.  

○ Child size face coverings are 6-by-6 inch and 7-by-7 inch.  
○ Cloth masks in unused and good condition, with two layers of tightly woven fabric (such as 

cotton or flannel) can be dropped off at:  
■ Multnomah Building, 501 SE Hawthorne Blvd. (use the loading dock on SE 6th Ave.), 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm Mondays and Wednesdays, or 10:00 am to 12:00 noon on 
Saturdays. 
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● On October 2, the Oregon Health Authority released its latest modeling report, concerning ​COVID-19 
Epidemic Trends and Projections in Oregon​. According to the Report, “Based on COVID-19 data 
through September 24, the model is consistent with transmission increases throughout May [2022], 
followed by transmission decreases from late-June through late-July.”  

● On October 2, the ​Governor’s Office announced​ that Benton and Clatsop counties were added to the 
COVID-19 Watch List. Counties are placed on the Watch List when there is a sporadic case rate of 50 
or more per 100,000 people over the past two weeks, and the county has had more than five sporadic 
cases in the last two weeks (i.e. those cases cannot be traced to a source, which indicates community 
spread.)  

● On October 6, the ​Governor’s Office announced​ a new rapid COVID-19 testing strategy for Oregon. 
With the announcement that Oregon will receive 60,000 - 80,000 rapid COVID-19 tests per week until 
December 31, 2020. The new tests will be deployed using the following criteria for priority release:  

○ Counties and long-term care facilities impacted by wildfire evacuations will receive tests first. 
○ Tests next will be deployed to outpatient and mobile COVID-19 testing locations for use with 

symptomatic patients and their close contacts.  
○ Tests will be distributed to school based health care centers, healthcare partners working with 

K-12 schools, colleges, and universities, in support of symptomatic students and staff, as well 
as close contacts.  

○ Testing will be prioritized for: 
■ Black, Indigenous, and other People of Color (BIPOC) communities. 
■ Migrant and seasonal agricultural workers. 
■ People living in congregate settings, such as congregate care and Department of 

Corrections facilities.  

COVID-19 testing 
For more information about testing sites, who should get tested, and what to expect from your COVID-19 test, 
see Multnomah County’s ​COVID-19 Testing​ page. 

● Call your doctor or clinic​: If you have insurance or a regular care provider, contact your doctor’s office 
or clinic to discuss whether you should be tested.  

● If you don't have a doctor​: Call ​211 ​for help finding a clinic. They can help you even if you don't have 
insurance. You can also call the Health Department's ​Primary Care Clinics​ at 503-988-5558 to enroll as 
a new patient. 

Multnomah County community testing 
No-cost testing by appointment only​, for anyone with ​symptoms​. You don't need to be a clinic or Multnomah 
County patient to get tested. Limited testing may be available for people without symptoms. We focus on 
reaching Black, Indigenous, and other People of Color communities, people without health insurance, and 
people without a regular health care provider. ​Call 503-988-8939 for an appointment​. 
Location and hours:  

● East County Health Center (parking lot), 600 NE 8th St., Gresham, Mondays and Thursdays, 9:00 am - 
3:45 pm  
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Oregon Health and Sciences University (OHSU) community testing 
Drive-through/walk up testing sites in Portland and Hillsboro​. OHSU offers testing for people with symptoms 
ages 2 months and older, and for people in specific risk groups. ​See who can be tested on OHSU’s website​. 
Testing is walk-in or drive-through only; no appointments. For more information, call the OHSU Coronavirus 
Hotline: 833-647-8222. 
Locations and hours:  

● Portland Expo Center, 2060 N Marine Drive, Portland, Monday-Saturday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
● Gordon Faber Recreation Center, Hillsboro Stadium, 4450 NE Century Blvd., Hillsboro, 

Monday-Saturday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Epidemiology Data 
Although the EOC’s Emergency Support Function 8 - Public Health and Medical Section has been fully 
incorporated into Multnomah County Health Department, the work continues. One of the many important 
bodies of work is accomplished by the Communicable Disease Epidemiology Team. This team looks at 
multiple data sources and emerging science related to COVID-19. The information is evaluated and 
summarized by the team, and combined with an analysis of local, regional, national, and international 
information which helps inform the County’s COVID-19 response strategies.  
 
With a goal of minimizing the impacts and spread of COVID-19, decreasing severe illness, and preventing 
deaths among the entire community, the County’s COVID-19 Emergency Response works to strategically 
prioritize communities with the greatest needs, using race/ethnicity disparity research, community voice and 
wisdom, and public health best practice to guide this work.  

Epidemiology Data 
County level epidemiological data for each metro area county is available on the ​Regional COVID-19 Data 
Dashboard​. 

COVID-19 cases and deaths in Multnomah County and in Oregon 

There were ​301 new confirmed and presumptive COVID-19 cases​ reported in Oregon on October 6. 
Fifty-one ​of these new cases are in Multnomah County. Since the pandemic began, there have been a total of 
7,623 ​confirmed and presumptive COVID-19 cases in Multnomah County and ​35,340 ​cases in Oregon. 
Multnomah County cases make up ​22%​ of the state’s total. The chart below shows cases over the past week. 
 
(chart on next page) 

 
page 3 

https://www.ohsu.edu/health/coronavirus-resources#section-1117926
https://www.ohsu.edu/health/coronavirus-resources#section-1117926
https://multco.us/novel-coronavirus-covid-19/regional-covid-19-data-dashboard
https://multco.us/novel-coronavirus-covid-19/regional-covid-19-data-dashboard


Emergency Operations Center (EOC) 

 
(Source: Oregon Health Authority) 

Note: The right axis of this chart, representing new cases statewide, has been adjusted to accommodate the State’s 
growing COVID-19 caseload.  
 
There were ​nine new COVID-19 deaths in Oregon ​reported​ ​on October 6. ​One ​of these deaths occurred in 
Multnomah County. A total of ​145 ​people are known to have died of COVID-19 in Multnomah County since the 
pandemic started. There have been ​581 ​known COVID-19 deaths in Oregon, statewide. Multnomah County 
deaths make up ​25%​ of the state’s total. The chart below shows deaths over the past week. 
 
 

 
(Source: Oregon Health Authority) 
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National and global data about COVID-19 cases and deaths are tracked in the ​COVID-19 Dashboard​, 
available through Johns Hopkins University’s ​Coronavirus Resource Center​.  

Race and Ethnicity Impact in Multnomah County 

Detailed local data, including demographics (race, sex, age, and housing status) are available in the ​Regional 
COVID-19 data dashboard​ hosted by Multnomah County. The dashboard also contains data on case counts, 
hospitalizations, symptoms and coexisting conditions, and testing. For statewide data on COVID-19 cases in 
Oregon by sex, age group, race, and ethnicity, consult the Oregon Health Authority’s ​Demographics and 
Disease Severity dashboard​. National data on racial disparities in the COVID-19 pandemic is updated daily in 
t​he ​COVID-19 Racial Data Tracker​, which is a joint project of the COVID-19 Tracking Project at ​The Atlantic 
and the ​Center for Antiracist Research​.  
 
The charts below show ​the percentage of total cumulative cases, deaths, and hospitalizations by race 
and ethnicity (in gray)​, as of October 4. Each chart also shows ​the proportion of Multnomah County’s 
total population by race/ethnicity (in orange)​. Instances where the percentage of cases, deaths, and 
hospitalizations exceeds the proportion of Multnomah County’s total population by race/ethnicity indicate the 
communities that are most impacted by health inequity from COVID-19. These differences may reflect the 
inequitable distribution of the risks of being exposed to COVID-19 and the opportunities to access medical care 
and COVID-19 testing. 
 

 

Data current as of October 4, 2020 (source: Regional COVID-19 Data Dashboard). 

 

(additional charts on next page) 
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Data current as of October 4, 2020 (source: Regional COVID-19 Data Dashboard). 

 

 

Data current as of October 4, 2020 (source: Regional COVID-19 Data Dashboard) 
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Vaccine  
The Communicable Disease Program is focusing on three COVID-related areas of vaccination work. Flu 
season is upcoming, and as of September, health care providers and retail pharmacies have begun to stock 
and provide flu vaccine. Flu vaccine is related to COVID-19 in a few ways: Influenza and COVID-19 infection 
cause overlapping symptoms, so as flu increases, individuals and households may miss more work/school 
needing to isolate longer than they normally would for flu symptoms, until COVID-19 is ruled out. In addition, 
hospital capacity may be stretched as individuals become infected with flu in addition to COVID-19. Assuring 
that as many people as possible receive the flu vaccine is a priority area of COVID-related work. In addition, 
planning for COVID-19 vaccine itself is underway. The CDC has recently released planning guidance and 
information, and Multnomah County will be working closely with OHA, health care systems, and community 
partners to develop plans based on a variety of scenarios for how and when COVID-19 vaccine may become 
available. 

Statewide Health System Capacity  
 

 
Data as of October 6, 2020. Source: Oregon COVID-19 Update. 

 
Note from OHA: *Every hospital in Oregon is asked to submit data twice daily to Oregon’s Hospital Capacity Web System                    
(HOSCAP). Data are based on the most recent report from the hospitals, available as of 9:00 am. Hospital staff are asked                     
to enter bed capacity information, by type, as well as the number of patients with suspected or confirmed COVID-19                   
illness who are currently hospitalized at the time of data entry. These data may conflict with hospitalization status in                   
Orpheus due to case reporting and investigation lags and temporary discrepancies in case classifications. 
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Emergency Operations Center (EOC) 

Multnomah County Emergency Operations Section Updates 
The Multnomah County Emergency Operations Center (EOC) is a temporary incident response framework that 
operates within the ​Mission, Vision and Values of Multnomah County​. The EOC develops objectives based on 
guidance and priorities from the Chair and Chief Operating Officer. The EOC provides support to County 
departments that are operating beyond their normal capacity, and creates surge capability through the 
incorporation of community volunteers, partner agencies and organizations, as well as staff from across all 
County departments. The full complement of this combined effort is directed toward helping accomplish the 
County’s incident objectives.  

EOC Section: ��Public Information 
The Public Information Section provides accurate, coordinated, timely and accessible information with the 
primary goal of minimizing the impacts and reducing the spread of COVID-19. This information is disseminated 
to local governments; media; the private sector; and the community through the Multnomah County COVID-19 
website, social media, media outlets, call centers, and direct efforts with culturally specific communities. 
Particular attention is paid to the communities most affected by COVID-19 and people who may not receive 
information through mainstream means. Content and materials are developed for individuals with disabilities 
and/or access and functional needs, differing levels of literacy, and with particular care being taken to 
effectively meet the needs of Black, Indigenous, and People of Color communities. The Public Information 
Section uses an equity lens to create material which is culturally specific to the needs of the many communities 
represented within the county.  
 
Additionally, the Public Information Section provides materials and translation coordination in response to other 
emerging issues as they arise, with a focus on the intersection of COVID-19 with other crises. These issues 
have included, but are not limited to: wildfire, air quality, hot weather, water safety, and vaccinations.  

Multnomah County�� Novel Coronavirus COVID-19 ��website 
● Updated the ​COVID-19 Testing​ page​. 
● Updated the ​Get Togethers and Gatherings​ page. 
● Updated the ​Community Resources​ page.  
● Updated the​ Novel Coronavirus COVID-19​ page in ​Farsi​, ​Korean​, ​Kosraean​, ​Marshallese​, ​Napali​,  

Palauan​,​ ​Pohnpeian​, ​Russian​, ​Swahili​ and ​Tongan​. 
● Updated the ​Contact Tracing for COVID-19​ page in​ Farsi​, ​Korean​, ​Marshallese​, ​Napali​, ​Russian​, 

Swahili 
● Updated the ​Face Covering, Masks, and COVID-19​ page in ​Arabic​.  
● Updated the ​COVID-19 Information in Multiple Languages​ page.  

● Added the ​Get Help with Isolation and Quarantine​ page​.  
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