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“Cleaning & greening” vacant lots: 29% 
reduction in firearm assaults in 
cluster RCT (Philadelphia)
• Similar results in Flint, MI

Branas et al, PNAS (2018)
Heinze et al, Am J Community Psychol (2018)



Busy Streets Theory 
(2015)
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Data & accountability





sites.bu.edu/riselab



https://arcg.is/1rv5zb0







Tracking gun violence

Dashboards should:
1. Monitor cases in real time
2. Measure racial disparities & 

other inequities
3. Highlight social determinants
4. Reflect community input
5. Track progress against ambitious, 

achievable goals



Thank you!

jonjay@bu.edu

@jonjaytweets

sites.bu.edu/riselab
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