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We want to acknowledge that the data presented in this 
report represent real people – members of our 
community. These individuals are sisters, brothers, 
mothers, fathers, and friends in our county. 



Multnomah County 10 Leading Causes of 
Death in Connection to Built Environment 

3

1. Cancer
2. Heart disease
3. Unintentional injury
4. Stroke
5. Chronic lower respiratory disease
6. Alzheimer’s
7. Diabetes
8. Suicide
9. Chronic liver disease

10. Hypertension

Leading causes of death in 
Multnomah County 2014-2018

Physical 
inactivity

Traffic injury

Air pollution
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Source:  metroplanorlando.org



5

Fatal injury Non-fatal injury

Biased 
behavior 

among road 
users

Biased policing Harassment Violent crime

Safety Outcomes: Six Domains
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Safety Outcomes: Fatal Injury

Data source: Oregon Death Certificates
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Safety Outcomes: Non-Fatal Injury

Data source: Oregon ESSENCE



9

Safety Outcomes: Non-Fatal Injury 

Data source: US Census Bureau
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Safety Outcomes: Biased Behavior 
Among Road Users 

“White people not sharing the 
sidewalk, expecting Black 
people to step out of their 
way instead of moving right 
to make space mutually, 
respectfully.”

“Crosswalk White girl 
magic - where cars stop 
for White women, not for 
Black people.”

“When you’re Black [anywhere in Portland], you 
have to make sure that you are extra careful when 
crossing the street or using the crosswalk.”

Walking While Black, Portland Bureau of Transportation, 2019



20% In a study of 100 million traffic stops, 
black drivers were 20% more likely to be 
stopped than white drivers.

4x In Multnomah County, Black or African 
American adults were 4 times as likely to 
enter the criminal justice system. 

Safety Outcomes: Biased Policing

Pierson, E., Simoiu, C., Overgoor, J., Corbett-Davies, S., Ramachandran, V., Phillips, C., & Goel, S. (2019). A large-scale analysis of racial disparities in 
police stops across the United States. Stanford Computational Policy Lab



Safety Outcomes: Harassment 

Data source: Portland Police Bureau



Safety Outcomes: Violent Crime
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Health Impact 



15



16



Cost of Health Inequalities in Multnomah County

$442 
million

Estimated annual economic burden of 
health inequalities

$332 
million

in cost of premature 
mortality

$92 
million

in direct health 
care costs

$18 
million

in indirect costs of 
illness
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Recommendations: CPSEs

Communications

Center behavior change 
& equity

Policy Changes

Correct historic 
injustices

System changes

Reinforce accountability

Environmental 
changes

Alter physical spaces



Discussion, Questions, 
Comments & Next Steps

THANK YOU! 
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The following slides are for reference only



Safety Outcomes: Harassment 

Data source: Portland Police Bureau
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Humboldt Rockwood

~233 intersections per square mile ~80 intersections per square mile

Safety Outcomes: Non-Fatal Injury 



Safety Outcomes: Non-Fatal Injury 


