Arden Mevyer Interview 02/28/2023

Arden Meyer Review of Draft Interview 06/01/2023
Interview conducted by Lauren Courter, Paul Willis
Present During Interview: Doug & Pat Meyer, Arden Meyer

When the Meyer family purchased their properties in Multhomah Co in the 1930s, a majority of
80 acres to the south of the previous Bull Run railroad (present day SE Dodge Park Blvd) were
“stump-land”, including the ~40 acre property currently owned by the Portland Water Bureau
(Figure 1). Ernest Meyer and Fred Meyer, Arden’s father and grandfather, respectively, owned
property to the north of the previous Bull Run railroad, a single property on SE Carpenter Lane,
and a ten acre parcel to the south bordering Johnson Creek in Clackamas County. Ernest Meyer
owned other properties south of the Bull Run railroad, as shown in Figure 1. The following
account largely relates to the ~40 acre parcel currently owned by the Portland Water Bureau.

Arden is Ernest’s son and when he was 6 years old, his dad used dynamite to help remove the
tree stumps and roots. Following dynamiting, Arden and his sibling used tractors to pull stumps
and roots from the property, which took approximately 4 years. Arden remembers the stumps
and roots were up to 5 ft deep — as he remembers standing in the holes. Following removal of
the stumps and roots, Ernest tilled and plowed 10-12 inches of the top soil to level the 40 acres
and about 10-15 acres to the southwest of that property. As Ernest worked the soil, he started
to uncover Native American artifacts. These artifacts included arrowheads, bowls, and
“tomahawks”. Ernest continued to uncover similar artifacts has he farmed for raspberries and
blueberries over the years. Arden says that his dad gained “an eye” for noticing artifacts and he
would keep ones that were “perfect” looking and intact, leaving behind broken pieces. Ernest
kept a display of the artifacts he collected (see photos).

Dr. Brown bought the Meyer’s 40 acres , who eventually sold it to the City of Portland in the
1970s.
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Most of the Indien Artifacts ware collected from 1930 to 1970,
during 40 years of farming 80 acres, usually found after heavy

rains on newly-plowed or cultivated fields or hosing Tow-crops.
Exceptions are noted in the di-p.‘l.ly.
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Figure 2. Ernest Meyer’s account of his artifact disply. Artifacts were gathered from around

the country. ltems #5 and 6 were rock weapons gathered from the present-day ~40 acres
owned by the Portland Water Bureau.
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inventory #5 on Ernest Meyer’s artifact list in Figure 2. Rock weapon found on the
grounds of the Methodist church in Boring, corner of SE Bluff Rd and SE Pleasant Home Rd.
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Figure 4a. Inventory #6 on Ernest Meyer’s artifact list in Figure 2. Arrowheads found on the
current Portland Water Bureau property. Ernest found these artifacts while plowing, tilling, and
farming the ~40 acres between 1930s and 1970s.




list in Figure 2. Arrowheads found on the
current Portland Water Bureau property. Ernest found these artifacts while plowing, tilling, and
farming the ~40 acres between 1930s and 1970s.
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Figure 4c. Inventory #6 on Ernest Meyer’s artifact list in Figure 2. Arrowheads found on the
current Portland Water Bureau property. Ernest found these artifacts while plowing, tilling, and
farming the ~40 acres between 1930s and 1970s. Artifacts denoted by “1” and “2” were not
found on the property.



Figure 4d. Inventory #6 on Ernest Meyer’s artifact list in Figure 2. Arrowheads found on the
current Portland Water Bureau property. Ernest found these artifacts while plowing, tilling, and
farming the ~40 acres between 1930s and 1970s.
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Figure 4e. Inventory #6 on Ernest Meyer’s artifact list in igure 2. Arrowheads found on the
current Portland Water Bureau property. Ernest found these artifacts while plowing, tilling, and
farming the ~40 acres between 1930s and 1970s.



Figure 4f. Inventory #6 on Ernest Meyer’s artifact list in Figure 2. Arrowheads found on the
current Portland Water Bureau property. Ernest found these artifacts while plowing, tilling, and

farming the ~40 acres between 1930s and 1970s.



Figure 4g. Inventory #6 on Ernest Meyer’s artifact list in Figure 2. Arrowheads found on the
current Portland Water Bureau property. Ernest found these artifacts while plowing, tilling, and

farming the ~40 acres between 1930s and 1970s.
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Figure 5. Artifact found on th
“discing” the ~40 acre farmland between 1930s and 1970s.





