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MEASURE ARGUMENT ACCOMPANYING JCVP-03 FOR MULTNOMAH
COUNTY VOTERS' PAMPHLET

ARGUMENT IN OPPOSITION TO MEASSURE 26-212

NAME OF PERSON SUBMITTING: DAVID RIPMA

I am Troutdale Councilor David Ripma and | oppose measure 26-212, which
amends Troutdale’s Charter. It changes the way Councilors are elected. It
would adopt what | call “Multiple Seat Voting,” also called “Top Three
Voting.” Al candidates that file would run against all other candidates for
all open positions. Voters would cast votes for as many candidates as

there are positions to fill, selecting from all candidates that filed.

Troutdale’s current system (adopted 44 years ago), calls for candidates to
run for specific positions, against an incumbent councilor, or whoever else
files, or if the position Is vacant, no one. Citizens cast separate votes for

each position.
The disadvantages of Multiple Seat voting are:

¢ Multiple seat voting increases the cost of runnihg; each candidate is
seeking to win a popularity contest.

» Because of the higher cost to run, “multiple seat” favors dominant,
well-funded slates of candidates. Troutdale would be the loser with

fewer choices and minority or new candidates less likely to run.




¢ “Multiple seat” voting makes councilors less accountable to the
voters. Troutdale’s current system lets someone who disagrees with
a particular councilor run a targeted campaign for that councilor's

position. That cannot be done with “multiple seat” voting.

Beware of any amendment that makes your elected councilors
less accountable.

e A majority of the Troutdale Council put this measure on the ballot but took
no position either favoring or opposing it. The Troutdale Citizens Advisory

Committee studied it and voted to oppose referring it.

This charter amendment fixes a problem Troutdale does not have. In 2020
there are contested races for every position. When, in some elections, a
position is uncontested (only one candidate running), | contend it is
because the incumbent is doing a good job, or there are not enough people

interested in running.

The "fix” of adopting “multiple seat” voting is worse than an occasional

uncontested race.

Vote NO on Measure 26-212




