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City of Portland - Ballot Measure 26-213 Restore recreation programs, parks, nature, water
through five-year levy- Voter Pamphlet Statement

Dear Neighbor,

My name is Sarah lannarone and | am a resident of Mt. Scott-Arleta Neighborhood in Outer
Southeast Portland. Back in 2003, | chose to live here as the mother of a toddler in large part
because of the Mt. Scott Park and Community Center within walking distance.

It was staff at this community center who taught my daughter crafts, music, and sports, but more
importantly taught her confidence and teamwork. It's where childcare meant | could complete
my homework while attending graduate school and running a business across the street. This is
where our neighborhood association meets every month and where, in the winter of 2017, my
neighbors and | opened an emergency warming shelter for people experiencing homelessness.
| cherish this place so much, | hosted my campaign kickoff here in July 2019 under the giant
Doug Fir trees.

“Parks are more than just fun and games,” the late Charles Jordan, Portland’s First
African-American City Commissioner, was known to say. Portland’s parks and greenspaces and
the staff who operate and maintain them are an essential part of the fabric of our community.

That's why | need you to join me in voting YES on Measure 26-213,

This proposed levy is essential to re-open community centers and pools and provide the
recreation services we all count on when local families need them most-- all while increasing
access to recreation opportunities for children and seniors, communities of color, and refugees
and immigrants. And once we stabilize these assets, we can begin working together developing
long term sustainable funding so they remain beautiful and accessible for future generations of
Portlanders.

Playfully yours,

Sarah lannarone

Candidate, City of Portland Mayor

Co-founder, Arleta Triangle Project

Fmr Board Secretary, The City Repair Project

Land Use & Transportation Chair, Mt. Scott-Arleta Neighborhood Association
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YES for Portland Parks!

Portland is a city that celebrates outdoor recreation, environmental protection,
and our parks and open spaces. This levy is critical to making needed '
improvements to our parks and playfields when we need them most, while
also making real investments in equity and access — so our parks are open,
accessible, safe, and welcoming for all.

The specific‘programs targeted in this levy will benefit current and future
residents:

Natural area protection and tree planting to help provide shade and habitat,
ensure clean water, and protect critical open space;

Recreation and education programs including fitness, arts, and culture,
senior activities, youth engagement, and environmental education:;

Programs for children experiencing poverty including summer playground
lunches, swim lessons, outdoor camps, and recreation scholarships.

In the midst of a pandemic and economic challenges, we've seen use of our
parks increase, a reminder of the critical role parks and open spaces play in
our lives and communities. We know that the impacts of COVID-19 land
disproportionately on lower income households and communities of color,
making access to and improvement of our parks an important equity issue, as
well.

As a lifelong Portlander, | have a personal connection to many of our parks
and green spaces. As Mayor, I'm committed to making sure these gems of our
city remain a resource for all of us.

Please vote yes!

Furnished by: Mayor Ted Wheeler
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Measure 26-213 - Statement in Support
Portlanders for Parks
Word count: 242

Environmental, Conservation and Climate Leaders Agree:
Measure 26-213 is essential to protect Portland’s parks and natural areas.

Nature should be a part of every community. As our community grows and changes, we need to
preserve and expand our urban greenspace. Making up 20% of Portland’s acreage, our parks,
natural areas, open spaces, rivers, stream corridors, wetlands, and other important natural
features contribute to quality of life in every neighborhood for the benefit of all Portlanders
and wildlife.

Without this Levy, PP&R will face considerable challenges to caring for natural areas and
parks.

This levy will help protect the 8,000 acres of natural areas, and 1.2 million trees surrounding
Portland’s rivers, creeks and streams. Planting and maintaining trees ensures clean water,
protects wildlife, mitigates pollution, and reduces the effects of climate change; the more trees,
the greater the environmental benefits. But east of the Willamette River, where 80% of
Portland’s residents live, canopy cover is only 21%. This levy will enable our Urban Forestry
team to plant more trees in parts of Portland that currently lack them.

Leading environmental and conservation groups are supporting this measure — Join us in
voting YES on Measure 26-213!

1000 Friends of Oregon

40 Mile Loop Land Trust

Audubon Society

Columbia Slough Watershed Council
Oregon League of Conservation Voters
Sierra Club Oregon Chapter

Sunrise Movement PDX

The Intertwine Alliance

The Nature Conservancy

The Trust for Public Land

Tryon Creek Watershed Council
Urban Greenspaces Institute
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Measure 26-213 - Statement in Support
Portlanders for Parks
Word count: 225

Labor Leaders are viVoting YES on Measure 26-213:
It's Good for Portland and Good for Working Families

‘Restoring Lost Jobs

Many of Portland's working families rely on the good-paying and stable jobs PP&R provides. But
as a result of the coronavirus-related closures, 1,700 recreation program employees were
either [aid off or not hired for the summer. The levy will prevent further job cuts for the
frontline parks workers who care for our parks and provide recreation services.

Unique Job Opportunities _

PP&R has the City of Portland’s largest—and one of the most diverse—workforces and is the
city’s largest summer employer of youth, PP&R looks for a wide ranging set of skills, often
without a requirement for a four year degree—which can be a barrier to long-term and gainful
employment. PP&R jobs are a gateway to further career opportunities and a pipeline to
employment with the City.

Supports Our Economy
As Portland works to recover from the coronavirus crisis and revive our economy, the jobs

funded by the levy are more important than ever. Measure 26-213 is a solid and critical
{

investment in our local economy and working families.
A YES vote on 26-213 is a vote for preserving jobs in our community.

LiUNA Local 483

IBEW Local 48

PROTEC17

AFSCME Local 189

Columbia Pacific Building Trades Council
Johs with Justice
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Measure 26-213 - Statement in Support
Portlanders for Parks
Word count: 261

Let's make equity a priority, vote YES on Measure 26-213

Portlanders love aur parks and right now, our parks need our help. Nearly evernyortlander
visits a park each year; but our current parks system does not serve everyone. Not everyone in
our community feels included in our parks system, and many cannot participate in recreation
programs due to lack of access or ability to pay.

As we chart a new path for our parks, we must recognize the inequities of the past and center
equity and access. The parks system that Portlanders love can be even better, when we work to
ensure that it serves every community member. As we rethink how Portland Parks & Recreation
engages our communities, we must do so in an equitable way.

That's why we hope Portlanders join us and vote YES on Measure 26-213
for a parks system that supports ALL Portlanders.

The levy will reduce Parks’ reliance on fees to deliver programming and make equity and
affordability the primary goals—expanding recreation opportunities for children and seniaors,
communities of color, refugees and immigrants, and families experiencing poverty.

Reducing reliance on fees will also expand access to programs for children experiencing
poverty, including a summer playground funch program, life-saving swim lessons, outdoor
camps, and recreation scholarships. -

Measure 26-213 provides secure and stable parks funding, so we all can enjoy parks and
recreation programs for years to come.

Vote YES on Measure 26-213!

Verde
Brown Hape
Latino Network
Friends of Noise
Brown Folks Fishing
Native American Youth and Family Center
Asian Pacific American Network of Oregon (APANO)
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Measure 26-213 - Statement in Support
Portlanders for Parks
Word count: 306

Measure 26-213, the proposed Portland Parks & Recreation levy, is a critical step toward a
more stable parks bureau that will better serve all Portlanders,

Portland’s recreation programs are crucial in providing free and low-cost opportunities for kids
to stay safe and healthy, especially when recreational facilities and school buildings are closed
or limited in access. But due to the economic downturn, Portland has had to make deep cuts to
recreation programs — just at the moment when local families need them most.

Voting YES on the levy will:

e Restore recreation programs, including fitness classes, arts, senior programs, youth
programs, and environmental education.

® [Ceep the doors open at Multnomah Arts Center, Community Music Center, and
Interstate Firehouse Cultural Center, and fund the operations of a North Portland pool.

e Ensure our popular culturally specific and most popular programs, such as Stand with
Refugees and Immigrants, Portland World Soccer Tournament, and Summer Free For All
continue.

This measure will help Portland Parks & Recreation provide 150,000 life-saving swim lessons
every year; let 100,000 kids experience outdoor camps; and provide thousands of recreation
scholarships for kids experiencing poverty.

It will ensure Portlanders can fully enjoy our Parks facilities, which include 12 indoor and -
outdoor pools, 122 haseball and softball diamonds, 221 basketball hoops, 7 skateboard parks,
120 tennis courts, 141 playgrounds, and more than 150 miles of regional trails.

Now, more than ever, we need parks and natural areas that are accessible to everyone and cost
nothing to use. People need places to exercise, play, and enjoy beautiful natural areas, parks,
and trails that are affordable, close to home, and open to all Portlanders.

Join us in voting YES on Measure 26-213 to help our parks.

Multnomah Arts Center Association
Nike

Northwest Trails Alliance

Oregon Humane Society

Oregon Trails Coalition

Portland City United Soccer Club
Portland Youth Soccer Association
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Measure 26-213 - Statement in Support
Portlanders for Parks
Word count: 322

Portlanders love our parks—and parks need our help.

The coronavirus pandemic, closure of community centers and pools, and cancellation of
recreation activities have created a multi-million dollar deficit for Portland Parks & Recreation.

This measure—a five-year local option levy—is essential to restore these cuts, re-open
community centers and pools, protect essential programs for families with lower incomes, and
provide the recreation services we all count on.

Just at the mament when we need them most.

“Without this critical infusion of funding from the levy, all Portlanders will suffer
— most critically, the people who need parks, gardens, and affordable recreation
programs the most.” - Gay Greger, Leach Garden Board of Directors

Even as parks services have become more popular, funding has not kept up. PP&R'’s
maintenance crews have been cut by 11 percent over the last decade, resulting in reduced
service levels and large maintenance backlogs.

The levy will keep parks and restrooms cleaner and safer, improving service in existing parks
while also ensuring new parks get their necessary care to keep parks well-maintained and
welcoming to all Portlanders,

Now, more than ever, we need parks and natural areas that are accessible to everyone and
cost nothing to use. People need places to exercise, play, and enjoy beautiful natural areas,
parks, and trails that are affordable, close to home, and open to all Portlanders.

As the pandemic has closed businesses and made many kinds of indoor activities less safe, we
are ail relying more on parks and natural areas to find safe places to get outdoors, exercise and
socialize. This measure will help to ensure that our parks and playgrounds stay open and
available when we need them most. '

East Portland Parks Coalition

Friends of Gateway Green

Friends of Ladd's Addition Gardens
Friends of Brooklyn Park

Friends of Green Loop

Friends of Peninsula Park Rose Garden
Halprin Landscape Conservancy

Hoyt Arboretum Friends

lapanese Garden

Leach Botanical Garden
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Linnton Community Center
Pioneer Courthouse Square, Inc.



ORS 251.335 JCVP-03

Joint County Voters’ Pamphlet 'z
Measure Argument

o Important! Read all instructions before completing this form.

Use this form when filing a ‘JCVP-03 Joint County Voters’ Pamphlet Measure Argument' with your County Elections
office. Please note that each county produces a separate County Voters' Pamphlet. If the jurisdiction/district is
located in more than one county, a separate JCVP-03 form must be filed with the appropriate fee or 'JCVP-04 certified
petition’ to each county where the ‘Measure Argument’ is to be printed.

Filing Information

Election Date: NOvember 3, 2020 D Amended Statement
A tinF Al tinO iti

E rgument in Favor D rgumen |nJ pp’OE’SI ion SEP 48
Measure #26 213 Order # % =

“This information furnished by" (as it should appear in the Volers' Pamphlet) Name of person required ORS 251.355(2)
Name of person: - Organization Name:

{required) ™~ \ P’H 2 {if applicable)

Argument paid for or petition provided by:

Inna Levin, Portlanders for Parks Email: iINNa@portlandersforparks.org
Name of personforganization paying or submitting petition for 'Measure Argument’

Phone: Cell: 267-972-8222 Work: n/a Home: Nfa

Contact information for authorized changes:
Inna Levin Email: iINna@portlandersforparks.org
Name of person authorized to make changes to ‘Measure Argument’

Phone: Cell: 267-972-8222 Work: Nfa Home: Nfa

Filer Checklist for Measure Argument for County Voters’ Pamphlet (VP}

B?ypewritten & signed JCVP-03 form and attached "Measure Argument’ for County VP.
B-Fee or JCVP-04 certified petition (Petition ID # ) provided.
D(If applicable) JCVP-02 Statement of Endorsement(s) #: l Z! .

[(4'word Count (325 MAX).

By signing this document, | {we) hereby state | {we) am {are) responsible for the content of this argument, (ORS 251.415)

Organization name person(s} is (are) authorized to represent, if applicable: Portlanders for Parks

Inna Levin / " 9/8/20

Printed name of person furnishing argument Signature of person furnishing argument Date
Printed name of person furnishing argument Signature of parson furnishing argument Date
Printed name of person furnishing argument Signature of person furnishing argument Date

Mote: {f his argument is nol being fited by a registered Oregon Political Gommittes, you may be required to register as a polilical commiltee wilh Ihe Secrelary of Stale.
Refer to the Campaign Finance Manual for further delafls.

For Office Use Only:

Couinty: M A \)( ) Required Info? gves O No ) Word Cotnt (325 max): o
Receipl #: l ( SD 6 - Signed? r\®=M=.s O No . Providing digital copy? O Ye; O No
“Gheck #: | OL _ Endorsemens? /étes:_i'_{.Q Ow .Received digital mﬁy? O Yes O No
Pelilion #: T Inlake Slqﬂ Inltials: ' ‘ng ’ . Review Staf Inillals:

Revised 012020 Page 10of 1 JCVP-03




Measure 26-213 - Staiement in Support
Portlanders for Parks
Word count: 322

Portland’s Business Leaders say
YES! to Measure 26-213

This November, we have the opportunity to ensure our parks serve all Portlanders—and
serve them better than before.

Businesses and business leaders are proud to support Measure 26-213 and say YES to
sustainable funding for our beloved parks.

Even as parks services have become more popular, funding has not kept up. PP&R’s
maintenance crews have been cut by 11 percent over the last decade, resulting in reduced
service levels, and large maintenance backlogs.

The coronavirus pandemic, closure of community centers and pools, and cancellation of
recreation activities have created a multi-million-dollar deficit for Portland Parks & Recreation.

This five-year local option levy is essential to restore these cuts, re-open community centers
and pools, protect essential programs for families with lower incomes, and provide the '
recreation services we all count on. The [evy will keep parks and restrooms cleaner and safer,
improving service in existing parks while also ensuring new parks get their necessary care to
keep parks well-maintained and welcoming to all Portlanders.

The levy is also a critical first step towards fulfilling our shared vision for a more stable parks
and recreation services that can better serve all Portlanders. It will reduce PP&R’s reliance on
fees to deliver programming, and make equity and affordability the primary goals, expanding
access to recreation opportunities for communities of color, refugees and immigrants, and
families experiencing povefty.

Without this levy, PP&R will face considerable challenges to caring for natural areas and parks,
maintaining playgrounds, community centers, and restrooms, and will struggle to overcome the
COVID-related deficit in time to restore recreation services for surmmer 2021,

Measure 26-213 provides secure and stable funding for a thriving parks bureau to better serve
all Portlanders.

Please join us and vote YES for Portland’s parks!

Big Idea Clearinghouse
Bricks Need Mortar
CauseMic
GreenWorks
North, Inc.
Sprout Garden Designs
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Unfold Yoga And Meditation
Home Builders Association
Portland Business Alliance

Mark Edlen
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Measure 26-213 - Statement in Support
Partlanders for Parks
Word count: 322

PORTLAND YOUTH LEADERS SUPPORT MEASURE 26-213

Measure 26-213 will restore recreation programs
that were cut due to the Coronavirus

including fitness classes, arts, youth programs, and environmental education.
The levy will better maintain trails and assure youth conservation corps programs become more
robust.

“PYSA has existed for over 30 vears, working hand in hand with PPR. it’s been vital to 10,000
players and 1,500 coaches, providing our kids and parents a much needed outlet when their
physical and mental wellbeing is so critical. We fully support this measure and look forward to
the next 30 years.”

—Portland Youth Soccer Association (PYSA}

Measure 26-213 will reduce Parks’ reliance on fees,

expanding access to recreation opportunities and programs

for communities of color, refugees and immigrants, and families experiencing poverty.
It will ensure popular programs like Summer Free For All continue.

“Throughout my tenure as the Executive Director of Friends of Noise, PP&R has been a stalwart
partner in supporting the youth of our community. Whether it's holding a free concert,
conducting a workshop or just meeting up, being able to use park facilities has been a huge
boost for us.” —André Middleton

Measure 726—213 will Help Mitigate Climate Change
Our green spaces are Portland’s lungs, fighting the heat island effect and cleaning the air we
breathe.

This levy will help protect natural areas, enable us to plant more trees in parts of Portland that
currently lack them, and fund the operations and maintenance of new parks built in the
neighborhoods that need them most.

“Measure 26-213 guarantees we’ll continue to maintain our green spaces into the future,
amidst o pandemic that makes many of our futures uncertain. We believe in the power of our
communities to help fight for our climate future” —Sunrise Movement PDX

Measure 26-213 ensures ALL young Portlanders have opportunities to play, learn, and grow
for generations to come.

Vote YES for our future — YES on Measure 26-213
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Measure 26-213 - Statement in Support
Portlanders for Parks
Word count: 322

The coronavirus and economic downturn have hit all of us hard, but have had a
disproportionate impact on low-income communities and communities of color in Portland,
This measure will help to ensure that ALL Portlanders — regardless of race, income, or
background — have access to the Parks & Recreation programs we rely on.

Spending time in nature is important for physical and mental health. Portland’s parks and
recreation programs provide critical free and low-cost opportunities for kids to stay healthy,
especially when schools are closed or limiting access. But due to the economic downturn, PP&R
has had to make deep cuts to recreation programs — just at the moment when local families
need them most, '

Nature and green spaces should be a part of every neighborhood. As our community grows, we
need to expand our urban greenspace to ensure access to every Portlander, regardless of
where they live, This levy will fund operations and maintenance of new parks built in the
neighborhoods that need them most.

The levy will:

o Reduce PP&R’s reliance on fees to deliver programming, and make equity and
affordability the primary goals—expanding access to programs for children
experiencing poverty, including a summer playground lunch program, life-saving swim
lessons, outdoor camps, and recreation scholarships.

e Ensure that Portland’s parks and natural areas remain open and well-maintained
when many of us are relying on them to stay healthy.

e Enable PP&R to plant more trees in parts of Portland that currently lack them. Parks
and trees help reduce the effects of climate change and help fight the heat island effect.
But east of the Witlamette River, where 80% of Portland’s residents live, canopy cover is
only 21%.

Unless this measure passes, Portland will face considerable challenges to maintaining
playgrounds, community centers, restrooms, and more, forcing many closures. Without this
measure, we will not have the equitable park system the community deserves.
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Measure 26-213 - Statement in Supporf \ - I}
Portlanders for Parks
Word count: 324

Measure 23-213 Supports Parks for ALL Portlanders

Ahora que uno en cinco residentes de Portland es nacido fuera del pafs, es critico tomar en
cuenta las necesidades de este poblacién nuevo y diversa para que se sientan bienvenidos/as al
llegar a este pafs y empiecen imaginarse a Portland su nuevo hogar.

Los parques de Portland son criticos para darles las bienvenidas a nuevos/as Portlanders en
nuestra comunidad. Este “levy” reducira la dependencia de Portland Parks and Recreation en
tarifas y expandira acceso a programas de recreo para las comunidades de color, refugios,
inmigrantes y familias viviendo la pobreza.

ok

MockonbKy KamAabli NATLIX NopTAeHAeL Tenepb POAWICA 33 FPaHULEl, YyaoBaeTBoPeHUe
norpeGHoaeH 3TOro HOBOTO U Pa3HoobpPa3HOro HaceneHWA MMeeT pellatoulee 3Ha4eHre ana
NPUBETCTBMA TEX, KTO TO/NIBKO UTO NPeBbIBAET B 3Ty CTPaHy, U NoMoraeT UM Aymathb o MoptaeHae
KaK O CBoem aome,

MapKku MNMopTaeHaa UrpaloT pellatoulyio Posb B NPUBAEYEHNKM HOBbIX UTeNel MopTheHaa B
Halwe coobuwecTBo. ITOT HaNOr NO3BOAMUT Bropo MNapkos u OTAbIXa OCyLLEeCTBUTL BecnaTHoe
noceleHWe NapKoB W PactliMpUT AOCTYN K NPOrpammam OT4bixa oA OeMeHUEes, UMMUIPAHTOB,
U HEMMYILLIUX CEMEN. '

k¥

With one in five Portlanders now foreign-born, addressing the needs of this new and diverse
population is crucial to welcoming those just arriving in this country and helping them to think
of Portland as home.

Portland’s parks play a critical role in welcoming new Portlanders into our community. This Levy
will reduce Portland Parks and Recreation’s reliance on fees, and expand access to recreation
programs for communities of color, refugees and immigrants, and families experiencing
poverty.
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Measure 26-213 - Statement in Support
Portlanders for Parks
Word count: 225

Portlanders love our parks - and parks need our help.

Measure 26-213 is an investment in nature and green spaces.
Nature should be a part of every community. This levy will help protect the 8,000 acres of

natural areas, and enable us to plant more trees in parts of Portland that currently lack them. It
will ensure new parks get the necessary care to keep them well-maintained and welcoming.

Measure 26-213 is an investment in health through recreation.

Parks and recreation programs provide critical free and low-cost opportunities for kids to stay
healthy and active. But the economic downturn forced PP&R to make deep cuts — when families
need these programs most. This levy will restore recreation programs, including fitness classes,
arts, and environmental education.

Measure 26-213 is an investment in jobs and working families.
PP&R has the City of Portland’s largest—and one of the most diverse—workforces. But due to

coronavirus-related closures, 1,700 employees were laid off or not hired for the summer. The
levy will restore jobs and prevent further cuts for frontline workers who care for our parks.

Measure 26-213 is an investment in communities of color.

All Portlanders deserve affordable access to recreation facilities and programs. The levy will
reduce PP&R’s reliance on fees, and make equity and affordability the primary goals, expanding
access to recreation opportunities for communities of color, refugees and immigrants, and
families experiencing poverty.

Join local elected leaders (and candidates!) in saying YES to Measure 26-213 to maintain our
parks and restore vital recreation services for a park system that will better serve all
Portlanders.

Current and former Portland Parks Commissioners
Former Commissioner Mike Lindberg

Former Commissioner Jim Francesconi

Former Mayor Charlie Hales

Former Commissioner Dan Saltzman
Commissioner Amanda Fritz

Mayor Ted Wheeler

Commissioner Chloe Eudaly
Commissioner-elect Carmen Rubio
Metro President Lynn Peterson
Metro Councilor Sam Chase

Metro Councilor Christine Lewis
Metro Councilor Bob Stacey

Candidates for Local Office
Sarah lannarone
Chris Smith
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Dear Portland Voters,
Funding for Portland Parks & Recreation has dominated every budget process since | joined the
City Council. Parks needs a stable funding source. | am enthusiastically supporting the Parks

Levy because:

e |t will ensure that everyone in Portland to benefit from our beautiful Parks system without
regard to their ethnicity, economic status, or abilities;

o |t will protect thousands of acres of natural areas and over a million trees;

e |t will provide job security for Parks employees who teach our children to swim, lead
exercise classes for seniors, and provide dozens of other activities that make our
community healthy, fulfilling, and fun;

¢ |t will support the required maintenance to keep our parks clean and safe.

| wouldn't be supporting this measure if 'l didn’t believe we can afford it. The Parks levy will cost
most homeowners less than $13 a month.

Generations of Portlanders have built one of the best parks systems in the world. We have an
opportunity to guarantee the future of our parks for the next five years during these difficult
times. Our parks system and all the services and amenities they provide are essential to our
recovery and long-term resilience.

Please join your fellow Portlanders and me in voting YES for Parks!

Best Regards,

Portland City Commissioner, Chloe Eudaly

Join the Portlanders for Parks team at PortlandersforParks.org
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