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Notice
Date of Notice | Name of City or Cities Date of Election
MARCH 3, 2023 CITY OF GRESHAM MAY 16, 2023

Final Ballot Title The following is the final ballat title of the measiire to be submitted to the city's voters. The ballot titfe notice has been
published and the ballot title challenge process has been completed.

Caption 10 words which reasonably identifies the subject of the measure.

Five-year operating levy for police, fire, homeless and crisis response

Question 20 words which plainly phrases the chief purpose of the measure.

Shall Gresham increase and stabilize police, fire, homeless, crisis response with five-year levy, $1.50/$1,000 assessed
value, beginning July 1, 20237 This measure may cause property taxes to increase more than three percent.

Summary 175 words which concisely and impartially summarizes the measure and its major effect.

Without the levy, Gresham faces 3 58 mifton buggat shortfall and cltywida layatfs, Fire and police 7RIS are already longer, dolays frequent, and firse max aut If happen. Mentol health calls take twice a3 long to respond to
and twice 25 many offlcers,

Independent reports agree Gresham: reeds mare pollce and fireflghters te respand faster ta emergencles, reduce cime and keep nelghbarhosts safe. The majorlty of residents polied asked the Lty to focus on safety and homeless response and supaorted providing a tralned mental health
aists respanse.

Passage of this measyre would:

+ Restore the Nelghberhaod Enforcement Team.

= Reduce response timas.

+ Erhance arlme reduction efforts.

= Expand homeless services to aveningsfweckends.

= Reduce 991 calls with 3 tradned mental health erisls resaurce.

The st of this levy on a typlcal Gresham home would be 52850 per month {with an assessed, not market, vahue of S228,000).

How It will be spent
= Pollce: At least 62.5%

= Flre: At feast 35%
= Humeless services: No more thon 255 J—
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Explanatory Statement 500 words that rtiall lains th d its effect. T~ o
o] ry waords that impartially explains the measure and its effe ™ |

if the county is producing a voters’ pamphlet an explanatory statement must be drafted and attached to tﬁfs%rm@r O
- any measure referred by the city governing body; or

Explanatory Statement Attached? give :'..
~» any initiative ar referendum, if required by local ordinance. P i @Yéﬁ D No
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Authorized City Official Not required to be notarized.

Name [ Title

RACHAEL GANGELHOFF CITY RECORDER
Mailing Address I Contact Phone
1333 NW EASTMAN PKWY, GRESHAM OR, 87030 503-618-2695

By signing this document:

> | hereby state that | am authorized by the city to submit this Notice of Measure Election; and

-> | certify that notice of receipt of ballot title has been published and the ballot title challenge process for this measure
completed.

ach 3/15/23

Signature { Date Signed




Explanatory statement:
Gresham City Council is asking voters to consider the “Gresham Safety Levy,” a five-year operating levy
to fund police, fire, homeless and mental health crisis response.

Why is the Gresham Safety Levy needed?

¢ Independent studies agree the community needs more police and firefighters.

s Simultaneous calls for one apartment fire and one medical emergency max out our emergency
services. '

o Without more staff, police struggle to respond to 911 calls and investigate crimes.

s Homeless emergency response on evenings and weekends is a critical need. Vulnerable
community members can’t wait until the next day for help.

o Mental health crises take up twice as much time as other 911 calls and twice as many police
officers.

* (Gresham property taxes, one of the lowest in the state, only fund 44% of police and fire costs.

‘What will the levy fund?
Police services: At least 62.5% of funds
Impact: Add approximately 26 new positions; keep 13 temporary positions; protect officers from budget
cuts
+ Restore specialty teams like Neighborhood Enforcement Team; traffic enforcement.
+ Reduce response times.
e Safer neighborhoods and community—gun violence prevention, drug investigations.
s Re-open Rockwood Public Safety Building.
s Alternative response through unarmed public safety specialists.
o Mental health trained resources like clinicians will respond to community members in crisis,
in coordination with our fire team.

Fire services: At least 35% of funds _
Impact: Add approximately 16 new positions; keep four temporary positions; protect firefighters from
budget cuts

» Improve emergency response: Gresham has fewer firefighters and nearly 30% more calls than

similar-sized cities.

» Lessreliance on Portland during multiple emergencies.

= Inspections at schools to keep kids safe and community education on fire prevention.

*  Reduce 911 calls by connecting frequent callers with resources.

Homeless response: No more than 2.5% of funds
Impact: Add one new position; keep one temporary position
e Ixpand response to some evenings/weekends.

Gresham residents will oversee spending of this levy.

Gresham residents serving on an oversight committee will oversee levy funds. These monies will be put
in a dedicated and protected fund to make sure they are used properly. The committee will report to the

public on how the monies are being used. For the past 40+ years, Gresham has received a Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting.



‘What happens if the levy fails?
Gresham faces an $8 million budget shortfall. No new police or firefighters would be added to respond to
rising crime. Instead, budget cuts would reduce public safety services to the community.

Without a major investment in fire, police and emergency response services, residents” lives are at risk:
e Inability to provide 24-hour police response.
e Life-saving minutes lost when firefighters have to call Portland for help.
» Decrease in homeless connected to shelter, jobs.
s In the first year, the Gresham Safety Levy will protect 34 existing police officer jobs and 21
existing firefighter jobs from budget cuts.

Visit GreshamOregon.gov/Safety-Levy for more information.







