
 

 
 

Batch Elimination in Multnomah County  
Ranked Choice Voting Contests 

 
In accordance with Multnomah County Code, Chapter 5, section 5.306 “all active candidates for whom it is 
mathematically impossible to be elected must be defeated simultaneously”, also known as batch 
elimination.  
 
Batch elimination is a ranked choice voting tabulation process that allows for the simultaneous defeat of 
multiple candidates whose vote totals combined is less than the vote total of any other candidate, which 
makes their election impossible. It is a common practice for jurisdictions across the United States who 
administer single-winner RCV elections because it both simplifies the results displays for voters and 
produces efficiencies in key election administration processes. Batch elimination does not affect the voting 
experience or the outcome of an election.  
 
Batch elimination is only used in the tabulation of Multnomah County candidate contests. It cannot be used 
for City of Portland RCV candidate contests as the methodology is incompatible with multi-winner RCV, 
which is used to elect Portland City Councilors. 
 
NEW YORK CITY EXAMPLE 
 
The final results of the May 2021 New York City Democratic Mayoral Primary Election illustrate the 
application of batch elimination, which is utilized for all ranked choice voting (RCV) contests in New York 
City. 
 
In the results shown below, batch elimination occurred during Rounds 4 and 6. In Round 4, candidates 
Paperboy Love Prince, Aaron S. Foldenauer, Art Chang, and Joycelyn Taylor were eliminated 
simultaneously because their combined vote total was less than that of the next highest candidate, Shaun 
Donovan (23,314 votes). 
 
Among the eliminated group, Aaron S. Foldenauer held the highest vote share (7,819). Because RCV 
eliminations proceed from the lowest vote totals – the bottom of the candidate list on the results reports – 
even if all votes from Joyceln Taylor, Paperboy Love Prince, and Art Chang had transferred exclusively to 
Foldenauer, he still could not have surpassed Donovan. Consequently, their defeat was mathematically 
certain. 
 
Batch elimination streamlined the reporting process by reducing the number of rounds without affecting the 
final outcome; the winner, Eric Adams, would have secured the same vote total regardless of whether 
candidates were eliminated individually or as a block. 
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https://multco.us/file/chapter_5:_elections/download
https://www.vote.nyc/sites/default/files/pdf/election_results/2025/20250624Primary%20Election/rcv/026916_1.html
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