
 

 

Multnomah County 
Behavioral Health Division 

Behavioral Health Advisory Council Meeting 
August 5, 2026 10AM - Noon 

 

Community  
Lived Experience/Family/ 

Advocate  
Representatives 

Public Service Representatives Staff Guests 

​Barb. Rainish 
​Courtney Shannon 
​Daniella Quebrado 
​Etta Assuman 
​Joni Scheib  
​June Howard Johnson 
​Katrina Malachowski 
​Kevin Fitts 
​Laura Bueford 
​Lisa Yu 
​Mamie Gathard 
​Mary Avalon 
​Patty Hamit Arvizu 
​Robert Fentress 
​Ruthie Benjamin 
​Ryan Hamit 
​Vacant 

​CareOregon Cassi Sturtz 
​Cascadia Behavioral Healthcare 
Dave Kohler 

​Central City Concern Tuesday 
Hailey 

​Lifeworks NW Mary Fakhoury 
​Multnomah County Sheriff’s 
Office Rachelle Ross-Schank 

​NAMI Multnomah Kerri Melda 
​NARA NW (Resigned) 
​New Narrative Haven Taylor 
​Quest Center Allison 
Haws/Victoria Haberkorn 

​Street Leaves JoAnne Lang  
​Vacant 
​Vacant 

​Anthony Jordan 
​Deandre 
Kenyanjui 

​Jay Auslander 
​Jenny Tsai 
​Jessica Jacobsen 
​JJ Jessee 
​Mario Cardenas 
​Olivia Kilgore 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

​Mira Peraja 
​Jodie Traslavina; 
Oregon State 
Hospital 

​Ann Kasper 
​Gabe Dominek 
​Mary 
Bedford-Carter 
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Topic Notes: 

Welcome and 
Introductions 
Group Agreements  

Olivia led everyone through a round of introductions. BHAC Co-facilitator Robert Fentress 
read through the group agreements. 

Office of Consumer 
Engagement (OCE) 
Updates 

Office of Consumer Engagement (OCE) Updates 
●​ BHAC meetings are back on schedule! 

BHD Director’s 
Office Updates 

●​ Anthony Jordan and Jay Auslander are in attendance to provide some updates 
today.  

●​ There is an update about the new crisis and stabilization center (called the Recovery 
Pathway Center), set to open fall 2027 

○​ The roof has been removed and there was a wall replaced. 
○​ Ann Kasper asked what is the budget for this and is operating costs part of 

what has been approved so far?  
■​ It originally started with $25 million from the legislature, but there have 

been some additional costs because they built the temporary site. 
Anthony can follow up with the final numbers. They are still looking at 
the operational cost, as numbers they have are for the capital cost.   

○​ Interviews for the Behavioral Health Director will be starting August 16th.  
●​ Regional Arts and Culture Council  

○​ There will be 2 exterior murals at the permanent facility. They are seeking 
artists with lived experience for this work, deadline is August 16th.  

Community 
Announcements 

●​ On Saturday August 15th, Ann Kasper will be running a community townhall at Open 
Signal Studios. The studio audience can arrive between 12:30pm-1pm and from 
1-2pm there will be a discussion with the candidates for the Multnomah County 
Chair.  

●​ Barb. shared that Laura Rose, who created and visioned Peer Galaxy, passed away 
middle of last month. On 8/5/26, Mind Freedom International will be honoring Laura 
Rose during their programming at 3pm.  
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Topic Notes: 

○​ https://mindfreedom.org/judis-room/news/  

Minute Approval June General Council Minutes approved with minor changes. 

BHAC Onboarding We will be going over New Member Orientation & onboarding for new and returning BHAC 
members. This is presented by OCE staff and Anthony Jordan (Interim Behavioral Health 
Division Director) and Jay Auslander (Deputy Director of Operations).  
 
Please see the slides below. 

Discussion about 
BHAC, BHD and 
Multnomah County 

 

Ann Kasper asked about giving lunch hour training to judges, to educate them about 
mental health. Can BHAC do this? Also can BHAC connect with other advisory councils and 
youth?  

●​ It is important to think about how advisory boards and councils can coordinate with 
each other. Ultimately that will be up to BHAC to talk about how they want to do this.  

●​ In terms of training judges, Anthony does remember this and if it’s something BHAC 
wants to do, maybe a proposal can be brought forward to OCE about possibly 
starting that up. Ultimately that will be up to BHAC to talk about how they want to 
do this.  

●​ Kerri Melda (NAMI Multnomah) added that BHAC usually deals with adults. There is 
a Children’s System of Care, which is a regional committee with Multnomah, 
Washington and Clackamas County that has a lot of family representation. Jessica 
Jacobsen is currently the Chair of this committee.  

 

 asked about what aid and assist is, and how people who are experiencing Mary Avalon
psychosis can get help.  

●​ Aid and assist is if someone is accused of a misdemeanor or felony in Multnomah 
County, they would be in the court system with an attorney representing them. 
Typically their attorney or judge can advocate if the individual needs support before 
their proceedings. They would then put it on pause and the judge decides when, 
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Topic Notes: 

based on getting certified assessments, when and if they are competent to 
participate in and aid and assist in their case.  

○​ Jay offered to come back to talk more about aid and assist. 
●​ For psychosis, EASA program is one program model that is fidelity based.  

○​ https://multco.us/services/early-psychosis-services-youth-easa  
○​ Cascadia and lifeworks have a range of services for someone that may be 

experiencing psychosis.  
 
Joni Scheib asked about the funding shortfalls and budget cuts, is there any investigations 
into potential fraud? It seems like the funding issues happened really quickly, especially 
for the Preschool for all program 

●​ The preschool for all funding changes weren’t due to fraud, but there was a 
mismatch on the service delivery and the direction preschool for all is hoping to go. 

●​ The way the county is funded is based on revenue coming in for specific things. If 
revenue is less than the expenditures, there has to be some reductions. In addition, 
the forecast for the next few years as far as revenue and cuts in Medicaid does not 
look good for increasing revenue for the state or the County.  

 
Barb Rainish asked about funding cuts coming from the federal government, is the County 
losing money that would normally be coming from the feds, because of the county’s 
political stance and convictions?  

●​ Yes, there is some funding that has been lost but the County has also been able to 
change some language to meet new guidelines and requirements for funding. A lot 
of the cuts from the federal administration has impacted public health.  

Barb asked what is Big Village (listed on slide 15)?  
●​ Big Village is a coalition of community members in the county that does primary 

prevention. They are funded through a federal grant.  
●​ https://bigvillagepdx.org/  
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Topic Notes: 

Barb asked why there has been an interim Behavioral Health Director for so long? Why do 
they not move into these positions permanently?  

●​ Anthony said the recruitments at the County sometimes move very slow. The exact 
reasons would need to come from Rachael Banks.  

 
Laura Bueford asked about what percentage of the budget is for housing vouchers (not 
section 8). Is the County getting feedback about the impact housing vouchers are having 
on 50 and 60% tax credit units, and how housing vouchers are impacting and 
disincentivizing property managers?  

●​  is the one that really works with the housing vouchers, so they Jessica Jacobsen
will need to circle back about this. The Homeless Services Department mainly deals 
with the vouchers and who is funding/managing them, BHD just gets people on 
them.  

 
Ryan Hamit would like to see a link to the group agreements on the Multnomah County 
BHAC web page.  
 

Next Meeting September 2nd, 2026 from 10am-Noon 
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August BHAC General Council Meeting Slides:  
 

​  
 

 ​  
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BHAC New Member Orientation Slides:  
 

​  
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