
 
 

Multnomah County 
Behavioral Health Division 

Behavioral Health Advisory Council Meeting 
September 2, 2026 10AM - Noon 

 

Community  
Lived Experience/Family/ 

Advocate  
Representatives 

Public Service Representatives Staff Guests 

​Barb. Rainish 
​Courtney Shannon 
​Daniella Quebrado 
​Etta Assuman 
​Joni Scheib  
​June Howard Johnson 
​Katrina Malachowski 
​Kevin Fitts 
​Laura Bueford 
​Lisa Yu 
​Mamie Gathard 
​Mary Avalon 
​Patty Hamit Arvizu 
​Robert Fentress 
​Ruthie Benjamin 
​Ryan Hamit 
​Vacant 

​CareOregon Cassi Sturtz 
​Cascadia Behavioral Healthcare 
Dave Kohler 

​Central City Concern Tuesday 
Hailey 

​Lifeworks NW Mary Fakhoury 
​Multnomah County Sheriff’s 
Office Rachelle Ross-Schank 

​NAMI Multnomah Kerri Melda 
​NARA NW (Resigned) 
​New Narrative Manzie Butler 
​Quest Center Victoria 
Haberkorn/Roman Nolan 

​Street Leaves JoAnne Lang  
​Vacant 
​Vacant 

​Anthony Jordan 
​Deandre 
Kenyanjui 

​Jay Auslander 
​Jenny Tsai 
​Jessica Jacobsen 
​JJ Jessee 
​Mario Cardenas 
​Olivia Kilgore 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

​Mira Peraja 
​Ann Kasper 
​Jodie Traslavina; 
Oregon State 
Hospital 

​Zach Kenney PPB 
​Charles (Chuck) 
Barton-Cooper 

​John Beckwith 
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Topic Notes: 

Welcome and 
Introductions 
Group Agreements  

Olivia led everyone through a round of introductions and BHAC members read through the 
group agreements. 

Updates from 
Health Department 
Director 

Rachael Banks and  joined to discuss where things are at for the Jessica Guernsey
hiring of the new Behavioral Health Director.  There was recently a first round of 
interviews done with candidates that met minimum qualifications for the position. 
After the first round, the hiring panel identified one candidate to move forward. HR 
Recruiters revisited the candidate pool and reviewed more applications that came 
in. A second, first round of interviews was conducted by the same hiring panel as the 
first group. Ultimately there were 2 rounds of first interviews that have been 
completed. The hiring panel identified a total of 2 candidates to proceed to second 
round interviews. Multnomah County will continue to accept applications and will 
keep the hiring post up. Rachael is going to consult with HR about the next steps 
and if there will be a broader search for additional candidates before conducting 
second round interviews.   

September 
Proclamation 
Signing Ceremony 

●​ Latiné Hispanic Heritage Month 
●​ Suicide Prevention Awareness 
●​ Recovery Month 
●​ Emergency Preparedness Month 

Watch Live at Noon: www.youtube.com/@MultCoBoard 

Office of Consumer 
Engagement (OCE) 
Updates 

●​ Olivia will be going out on medical leave starting on 9/22. While Olivia is out of 
office, please direct any BHAC related questions to bhd.directorsoffice@multco.us , 
as well as any announcements you’d like to be forwarded to BHAC. 

●​ OCE has finished their strategic plan for 2026-2027 and is currently finalizing their 
data presentation 
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Topic Notes: 

BHD Director’s 
Office Updates 

●​ Updates about the new sobering & crisis stabilization center (see slides) 

BHAC Recovery 
Stories 

In the spirit of September being recovery month, BHAC members Etta Assuman and Ryan 
Hamit shared their recovery stories.  

Next Meeting October 7th, 2026 from 10am-Noon 
 

 
Regular Meeting Slides: 
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