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Transportation Division

January 14, 2026

Kirsten Aird, Public Health Director
Multnomah County Health Department
619 NW 6th Ave., Floor 6

Portland, Oregon 97209

Dear Kirsten,

The Multnomah County Bicycle and Pedestrian Community Advisory Committee (BPCAC) represents
citizens of Multhomah County regarding bicycle and pedestrian issues. The committee is made up of
citizens from around the County with a strong interest in bicycle and pedestrian issues. Members are
appointed by the Board of County Commissioners and serve a two-year term (although many choose to
serve longer).The committee advises the Board of County Commissioners and Transportation Division
on matters involving bicycle and pedestrian transportation within the County’s road jurisdiction.

The County’s road jurisdiction is comprised of the major collector and arterial road system in the cities
of Troutdale, Fairview and Wood Village, as well as the unincorporated areas of Multhomah County
including the West Hills, Sauvie Island, and the Gorge. We also operate five bridges across the
Willamette River, plus the Wapato Bridge to Sauvie Island.

Alcohol significantly increases traffic fatalities for cyclists and pedestrians. Studies show Driving Under
the Influence of Intoxicants (DUII) poses a significant threat to riders and walkers. In addition, a
significant number of affected pedestrians and cyclists have alcohol in their system which also can
contribute increased risky behaviors. We know that the incidence of DUII is of great concern to cyclists
and pedestrians in East Multnomah County, and there is a lot we do not know. This project would
provide a community-level framework for working with businesses and the community in East
Multnomah County, to better understand and prevent crash-related fatalities through evaluation and
testing of education strategies that address the Safer People domain of the Safe Systems Approach.

MCHD and its REACH program staff have been instrumental in helping transportation
planners/agencies connect with community members, particularly Black Indigenous and People of
Color (BIPOC), to ensure authentic community voices are not only integrated, but drive solutions to
disparities related to bicycle and pedestrian safety, especially for the eastern part of the county, where
infrastructure for pedestrians and cyclists lags behind the rest of the county.

BPCAC strongly supports MCHD to implement the Road to Zero project so that public health and
transportation experts can work together to reduce DUII-related crashes to prevent fatalities and reduce
disparities experienced by East County residents. If funded, BPCAC agrees to participate in the
advisory council to help move this project forward and ensure that the needs of cyclists and pedestrians
are at the forefront.



Sincerely,

Signature:

Name:

Date:

Bicycle and Pedestrian Community Advisory Committee

619 NW 6" Ave e Portland, Oregon 97209 e Phone: 503-988-3674



