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INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Significant amount of the land in the rural portions of Multnomah County is 
zoned and used for agricultural production. One of the original, primary goals 
of Oregon’s statewide planning program is to protect existing farm land for 
future agricultural use. Towards that end, state and local plans, policies, and 
laws put a premium on designating specific areas for “exclusive farm use,” 
limiting non-farm uses in these areas and 
minimizing conflicts between farm and non-
farm uses. State laws significantly restrict the 
ability to subdivide land or build new non-farm 
buildings in areas zoned for exclusive farm use. 

Specific types of farm-related uses, such 
as farm stands, wineries, and “agri-tourism” 
events can help provide additional 
economic opportunities for farmers but also 
can create conflicts with adjacent farm 
owners and rural residents. As a result, 
they have been the subject of specific state 
legislation and local planning requirements. 

This chapter provides an overview of conditions and planning issues 
associated with farm land, along with Comprehensive Plan policies and 
strategies to address them. 

Farm Land Conditions
Agricultural zoning and farm uses are a major component of the fabric of rural 
Multnomah County. Farm uses are the second largest land use and account 
for 30,438 acres or 23% of all land in rural Multnomah County. 

Table 3-1 – Primary land use based on zoning in Multnomah County 

ZONE ACRES % OF ALL LANDS
Forestry (CFU, 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5) 98,841 74%
Farming (EFU and MUA20) 30,437 23% 
Rural Residential (RR) 3,514 3%
Rural Center (OR, RC, OCI, and PHRC) 322 0% 
TOTAL 133,144 100%

“Those who live on, work on, and 
visit Sauvie Island, value the Island’s 
productive farm land, which 
provides fresh food for both locals 
and the region.” 
- Sauvie Island/Multnomah Channel 
Vision Statement 
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Figure 3-1 - Land in Farms, 2012 by Land Use
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Table 3-2 – 2012 Multnomah County Farm Economic Summary 

Relevant Studies and Planning Processes

Statewide Planning Goal 3

Multnomah County’s Past Rural Area Plans and the Present Sauvie 
Island/Multnomah Channel Plan 

Zoning Code 

Number of Farms 598
Land in Farms 29,983 acres
Average Size of Farm 50 acres
Market Value of Products Sold $68,936,000
Average Product Market Value 
Per Farm

$115,278
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Key Planning Issues and Supporting 

Information

Implementation of State rules and regulations. 

Farm and non-farm dwellings. 

Impacts of farm stands, wineries and agri-tourism. 
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Parcel aggregation. 
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GOAL, POLICIES, AND STRATEGIES

Goal:

Policies and Strategies Applicable County-wide

General Policies for Agricultural Zones

3.1

3.2

3.3

Strategy 3.3-1:  In addition to recordation of deed restrictions, 
work with local realtors and title companies to inform them 
about aggregation requirements and impacts on future property 
development and land division. 

3.4
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3.5

Strategy 3.5-1:  Provide appropriate public notice of applications 
for gatherings and coordinate these activities with affected local 
public agencies. 

Strategy 3.5-2:  Require through conditions that noise levels 
associated with gatherings comply with state and local noise 
ordinances to maintain the rural character.

Exclusive Farm Use Zones

3.6

3.7

3.8
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3.9

3.10

3.11

3.12

Multiple Use Agricultural Land

3.13

3.14
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3.15

Strategy 3.15-1:  Ensure that new, replacement, or expanding uses 
on MUA zoned lands minimize impacts to farm land and forest land 
by requiring recordation of a covenant that recognizes the rights of 
adjacent farm managers and foresters to farm and practice forestry 
on their land. 

Strategy 3.15-2:  Amend the Multiple Use Agriculture zone to 
include deed restrictions protecting surrounding agricultural 
and forestry practices as a requirement for approval of new and 
replacement dwellings and additions to existing dwellings. 

3.16

Strategy 3.16-1: Review the appropriateness of review uses, 
conditional uses and community service uses in the MUA-20 zone 
through a public process that involves community stakeholders 
prior to amending the Zoning Code.
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Farm Stands, Wineries, and Agri-tourism

3.17
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3.18

Strategy 3.18-1:  Develop and adopt a tiered review process 
for farm stand operations on EFU land distinguishing between 
operations that include promotional activities and those that do not. 

Strategy 3.18-2:  The County shall develop reporting requirements 

annual farm stand income from fee-based promotional events and 
from the sale of retail incidental items, including food or beverage 
items prepared or sold for on-site consumption. The County may 
audit farm stands to ensure compliance with this requirement. 
Implementation of this strategy should balance a reasonable 

information necessary to reasonably demonstrate compliance with 

3.19
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3.20
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3.21
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West Hills Policies and Strategies

3.22

3.23

Sauvie Island and Multnomah Channel Policies 

and Strategies

3.24

3.25
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West of Sandy Policies and Strategies

3.26

3.27

Strategy 3.27-1:  The County will involve interested members of 
the Comprehensive Plan update Community Advisory Committee 
and other community members when preparing code language 
regarding agri-tourism.
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East of Sandy Policies and Strategies

3.28

3.29

Strategy 3.29-1:  The County will involve interested members of 
the Comprehensive Plan update Community Advisory Committee 
and other community members when preparing code language 
regarding agri-tourism.


