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Multhomah County Home Rule Charter

The Charter establishes the structure, organization, and powers of
County government

The Charter does not establish programs, operation, or
administration, such as departmental functions and budgets

The Charter is often described as functioning like a constitution
o Foundational principles

o Balancing enough detail to convey intent with enough flexibility to allow
for adjustments as circumstances change and lessons are learned

The Charter can be amended only by the voters—Charter Review
Committee, initiative petition, Board referral



Process Timeline




Process Timeline: Before Filing with the Elections Division

Timeline Action Item

January—June MCCRC identifies concepts for proposed
Charter amendments

April-July County Attorney’s Office conducts legal
review and drafts:

e Text of Charter amendment

e Ballot title

e Explanatory statement

No later than August 4, 2022 MCCRC presents final report, including
Charter Section 12.60-at least 95 days before election | text of amendments, ballot title, and
explanatory statement, to the Board

No later than August 18, 2022* Board adopts Resolution submitting
"Recommended proposed amendments to the voters




e Single Subject: Each
amendment covers “one

subject and matters properly
P r'O Ced u ral connected therewith”

e Separate Vote: Amendments

ReVI eW submitted so that “each

amendment shall be voted on

e Single Subject separately
e Separate Vote e Legislative Enactment: Policy
e Legislative Enactment of general applicability that is

permanent in nature




Ballot Voters’ Pamphlet

26-182 Amends charter, Measure 26-182
CommiSSioners may run for 5 RAederred to the pecple by the Board of County Commissicners
Chair midterm without Zs recommended by the ‘Mutnomah County Charter Review
u resigning. S——
BALLOT TITLE
Question: Should charter be
amended to allow commissioners s S by o SRR i 8 C e
ORS 250.035 . torun forChairmid-term without Oiiaation: Shoud chrias b aroandad to Alow

i i i commissioners to run for Chair mid-term without
resigning theircurrentelected commissioners & run for C resigning
Offlce' Summary: The current Charter provides that i an elected
official Ses to run for another electve office midierm
they effectively resign their office on the date they §e for
another office. The only exception occurs in the last year

e Caption: 10 words which ® oS o S o ot e,

reasonably identify the subject of e et

efected official may run for another elective office midterm

3 without resigning.
th e m eaS u re A county commissioner rurning for an elected office

midterm other than the chair's office will remain subject
to the resignation provision. Simiarly, the chair, auditor,
and sherll - the three other elected officials in the county
— must resign their office i they run for another elective

e Question: 20 words which plainly S e S ety

F)nhergggr’;he chief purpose of the Ballot Flyer

MULTNOMAH COUNTY

Referred to the dpeogle by the board of County Commissioners
as recommended by the Multnomah County Charter Review

e Summary: 175 words concisely Committoe.

26-181 Amends charter, extends term limits to three consecutive

and impartially summarizing the torms

Question: Should charter be amended to extend term limits to three

m eas u re a n d itS m aj O r e-ﬁ-'e Ct consecutive four-year terms in any one office in 16 years?

Summary: The current Charter limits elected officers to two full
consecutive four-year terms in any one elective county office in a 12
year period. The proposed amendment would allow elected officers
to serve up to three full consecutive four-year terms in any one
elective county office within a period of 16 years. The Charter would
retain the provision stating that if an officer is elected or appointed to
an elective county office for a term of less than four years, the time
served does not count against the limitation on terms within any 16-
year period.




Explanatory
Statement

ORS 251.345

500 words

Impartial, simple and
understandable statement
explaining the measure and its
effect

Voters’ Pamphlet

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The current Charter pravides that if an elected offical files 1o
run for another elective office midterm they effectively resign
her office on the date they fie for another office. The only
exceplion oocurs in the kast year of an elective term.  Filing
for another office in the last year of an edective lerm does not
constitute resignaton. The proposed amendment alows a
county commissioner %0 run for county chair midterm without
resigning thesr current elecied office, and clearly specifies that
no other elected offical may run for another aective affice
midterm woul resgrng.

A county comemissioner running for an elected office midterm
ather than the chair’'s office will remain subject %o the
resignation provision. Samilarly, the chaie, auditor, and shenfi
- the three other elected officials in the county — must resign
their office if they run for ancther elective office midierm,
unless they do so in the last year of their elective term.

Submenad by
Jacquedine A. Weber
Deputy County Attomey
Multnomah County
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Ballot Title - Ballot

26-182 Amends charter,
commissioners may run for
Chair midterm without
resigning.

Question: Should charter be
amended to allow commissioners
to run for Chair mid-term without
resigning their current elected
office?




Ballot Title - Ballot Flyer

FULL TEXT OF BALLOT TITLES—NOVEMBER 8, 2016
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Referred to the t:{mcgle by the board of County Commissioners
as recommen y the Multnomah County Charter Review
Committee.

26-181 Amends charter, extends term limits to three consecutive
terms

Question: Should charter be amended to extend term limits to three
consecutive four-year terms in any one office in 16 years?

Summary: The current Charter limits elected officers to two full
consecutive four-year terms in any one elective county office in a 12
year period. The proposed amendment would allow elected officers
to serve up to three full consecutive four- gear terms in any one
elective county office within a period of 16 years. The Charter would
retain the provision stating that if an officer is elected or appointed to
an elective county office for a term of less than four years, the time
served does not count against the limitation on terms within any 16-
year period.

26-182 Amends charter, commissioners may run for Chair
midterm without resigning.

Question: Should charter be amended to allow commissioners to run
for Chair mid-term without resigning their current elected office?

Summary: The current Charter provides that if an elected official
files to run for another elective office midterm they effectively resign
their office on the date they file for another office. The only exception
occurs in the last year of an elective term. Filing for another office

in the last year of an elective term does not constitute resignation.
The proposed amendment allows a county commissioner to run for
county chair midterm without resigning their current elected office,
and clearly specifies that no other elected official may run for another
elective office midterm without resigning.

A county commissioner running for an elected office midterm other




Ballot Title and Explanatory Statement - Voters’ Pamphlet

Measure 26-182

Referred to the pecple by the Board of County Commissicners
as recommended by the Muinamah County Charter Review
Committee.

BALLOT TITLE

MULTNOMAH COUNTY
Measwerorez |

midterm withou

Question: Should charler be amended to allow
commissioners o run for Chair mid-term without resigning
their current elected office”

Amends charter, commissioners may run for Chair
signing.

Summary: The current Chaster provides that if sn elected
official §ies to run for another elective office midterm

they effectely rasign thei cfice on the cste they S for
another office. The only exception occurs in the kst year
of an electve term. Filing for ancther office in the kst

proposed
to run for county chair midterm without resigni
current elected office, and cearly specifies thal no ofer
elected official may rin for anoer electve office midierm

A county commissioner running for an elected office

— must resign their office i they run for
office midlerm, unless they do 50 in the last year of their
elective term.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The current Charter provides that if an elected
for another electve office midterm they eff
e office on the daie they fle or ancther off
fion occurs I the kst year of an elecive &
o anothar offce in the last year of an slective lem does
Contiuts rasignaton. The froposed amendaent o aws
county comemissicner % run for co air midier without
resigring e curtent elecied ofice, and clearly speciies that
no other elected official may run for ancther elective office
micterm without resigning
A courty commissionar runring for an elected office mictern
other than the chai’s office wil remain =
resignation provision. Sailaly. the chai, auditor, and sheri
the three ather sected oficisis i the courdy - fustresign
ek offce f they run for ancthe electve office micierm
Uniess they o 56 in the last year of their elecive term.

NO ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OR OPPOSITION TO THIS MEASURE WERE FILED.




Process Timeline: Filing with the Elections Division

Timeline

Action Item

No later than August 18, 2022

Board files text of proposed amendment,
ballot title, and explanatory statement
with County Elections Division*

*Restrictions on public employee political activity apply

7 business days after ballot title is filed
(August 29, 2022 for August 18 filing)

Last day for any registered voter who is
dissatisfied with the ballot title or
explanatory statement to petition circuit
court for review

No later than September 8, 2022
ORS 254.103-61 days before election

Notice of Measure Election (Form SEL
801) due to county elections official,
which includes final ballot title and
explanatory statement




Process Timeline: After Filing with the Elections Division

Timeline Action ltem
No later than September 12, 2022 Any person may file an argument with
OAR 165-022-0010(2)(g) County Elections supporting or opposing
a measure

October 19, 2022 to October 25, 2022 Window for mailing ballots and County
ORS 251.315(2), ORS 254.370 Voters’ Pamphlet*

*Earlier for out of state electors

November 8, 2022 General Election




Measure
Arguments

Measure 26-183
ARGUMENT IN OPPOSITION

Don't Surrender Your Voice.

The Multnomah County Sheri! is your elected voice for taw
erl-:rcm:m As an elected leader the Sheriff coountable
10 you, the voters, instead of being controlled by a county

board of commissioners.

A "no” vote means volers will retain e right 1o elect our
sheriff

“We need a shesiff who is independent and accountable. Dont
e up your & ht to make that choice. Join me in voting NO.”
= Multny inty District Attorney Rod Underhill

Ca-nm.mry leaders know how important it is to have a sheriff
#at is directly accountable fo the peaple.

1 strive % eam your trust and your vole every d working
havd i crekict and dacva this commurity. | work for you, not

an appomtment from elecied officials. Join me in vosng no to

keep it |r.1! way.” Multnomah County Sheriff Mike Reese

“1 have been a champion for excelience in law brlarccmcn‘ for
marny years. | believe we should not surrender our voio
volers in tavor of trusting politicians.” — Robert Ball

Some of the community leaders and elected officials are voting
no on M 26-183

Multnomah County Distict Atorney Rod Undechill
F-!ullmnah CVJI‘? Commissioner Diane McKeel
Multnomah County Sheriff Mike Reese
Former Mulmnah County District Attorney Mike Schrunk
Former Mhﬂrﬂl’l:lh ffc;rr Sheriff Fred Pearce

Shannon Pullen, Corm'u.m' Mental Health Advocate
Doreen Binder, Former Execu Director Transiions Projects
e

rrender Your Voce)

ARGUMENT IN OPPOSITION

Join Community and Elected Leaders in Voting No on
M26-183

In 1967 voters in our community lost the right 1o elect ther
sheriff. Over the next ten years county polibcians hired and
fired sheriffs and put public safely af risk with some very bad
choices for the county’s top law enfarcement officer. Let's nat
epeal that mistake.

The Mulinomah County Sheriff's Office plays an important role
in promoting public safety throughout the county. This incudes
commurity policing for the cities of Troutdale, Wood Vikage,

and Maywood Par
“The Multnomah County Sheriff's Office provides the law
enforoement for the City of Troutdale. We value having an
independently elected sheriff leadi g the men and women who
serve and profect our cu'urunn lease join us in voting No

- Troutdale Mayor i - u Troutdsie Gty Councior

“The residents of Ma/wooe Pa« depend on the Sherifl's

ice 10 keep our community safe. Having an elected Sheriff
gives us & voice in e selection and accountabilty of our law
enforcement leadership.” - Maywood Park Mayor Hardie

Our county sherifl should be directly accountable
peaple. Only an election guarantees that the Mulinomah
County Sheriff will have 1o sppear st public forums and
address our concems. An appointed sheriff need only be
responsive to the politican who arranged their appoinment

Leaders across Multnomah County know how important a
strong public safety leader is to the livability and safety of our
community. Please join us and other commurity leaders in
oting no on this measure.

Gresham Mayor Shane Bemis
Maywocd Park Mayor Mark Hardie
Fairview Mayor Ted Tostend
Troutdale Mayor Doug Daoust
Troutdsle City Councilor Larry Morgan
Wood Vikage Mayor Patrica Smith
Mustnomah County Sherif. Retired Bob Sipper
it Miller, Gresham Business Lead
LIL\: Leaﬂ‘cr'. Gresham Business LNDCV

(This information furmished by Do’




Measure
Arguments

OAR 165-022-0050

Any person may file an argument
supporting or opposing a measure
Arguments must comply with ORS
251.395 and 251.415

o  Only words or numbers
o No obscene, profane, defamatory
language
o Cannot incite or advocate hatred, abuse
or violence toward any person or group
o No language which may not legally be
circulated through the mails.
Certain names of persons or
organizations must be excluded (ORS
251.405)
Arguments are limited to 325 words.
Materials cannot exceed 30 square
inches
The filing fee is $400.00

o  Averified signature petition may be
substituted for the appropriate filing fee




Timeline Summary

August

8/4/22: Last
day to
present
final report
to Board;
Board
referral can
occur at
the same
meeting

8/18/22:
Last day
for Board
to refer
measures
and file
ballot title

7 business days after

ballot title filed:
Ballot title challenge
deadline

September
9/8/22: 9/12/22:
Notice of Deadline
Measure to file
Election, supporting
with final or
ballot title,  opposing
due statements

October

10/19/22
to
10/25/22:
Ballots
and
Voters’
Pamphlets
mailed

November

11/8/22:
General
Election



Questions 7




