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● Purpose of Multnomah County 

Home Rule Charter

● Process Timelines

○ Before submission to Elections 

Division

■ Ballot Title & Explanatory 

Statement

○ Submission to Elections 

Division

■ Ballot Title challenge

○ After submission to Elections 

Division

■ Measure Arguments

● Timeline Summary



Multnomah County Home Rule Charter
● The Charter establishes the structure, organization, and powers of 

County government

● The Charter does not establish programs, operation, or 
administration, such as departmental functions and budgets

● The Charter is often described as functioning like a constitution

○ Foundational principles 

○ Balancing enough detail to convey intent with enough flexibility to allow 
for adjustments as circumstances change and lessons are learned 

● The Charter can be amended only by the voters–Charter Review 
Committee, initiative petition, Board referral



Process Timeline



Process Timeline: Before Filing with the Elections Division
Timeline Action Item

January–June MCCRC identifies concepts for proposed 
Charter amendments

April–July County Attorney’s Office conducts legal 
review and drafts:
● Text of Charter amendment
● Ballot title
● Explanatory statement

No later than August 4, 2022
Charter Section 12.60–at least 95 days before election

MCCRC presents final report, including 
text of amendments, ballot title, and 
explanatory statement, to the Board

No later than August 18, 2022*
*Recommended

Board adopts Resolution submitting 
proposed amendments to the voters



Procedural 
Review

● Single Subject
● Separate Vote
● Legislative Enactment

● Single Subject: Each 
amendment covers “one 
subject and matters properly 
connected therewith”

● Separate Vote: Amendments 
submitted so that “each 
amendment shall be voted on 
separately”

● Legislative Enactment: Policy 
of general applicability that is 
permanent in nature



Ballot Title
ORS 250.035

● Caption: 10 words which 
reasonably identify the subject of 
the measure

● Question: 20 words which plainly 
phrase the chief purpose of the 
measure

● Summary: 175 words concisely 
and impartially summarizing the 
measure and its major effect

Voters’ PamphletBallot

Ballot Flyer



Explanatory 
Statement

ORS 251.345

● 500 words 
● Impartial, simple and 

understandable statement 
explaining the measure and its 
effect

Voters’ Pamphlet



Ballot Title - Ballot



Ballot Title - Ballot Flyer



Ballot Title and Explanatory Statement - Voters’ Pamphlet



Process Timeline: Filing with the Elections Division
Timeline Action Item

No later than August 18, 2022 Board files text of proposed amendment, 
ballot title, and explanatory statement 
with County Elections Division*
*Restrictions on public employee political activity apply

7 business days after ballot title is filed 
(August 29, 2022 for August 18 filing)

Last day for any registered voter who is 
dissatisfied with the ballot title or 
explanatory statement to petition circuit 
court for review

No later than September 8, 2022
ORS 254.103–61 days before election

Notice of Measure Election (Form SEL 
801) due to county elections official, 
which includes final ballot title and 
explanatory statement



Process Timeline: After Filing with the Elections Division

Timeline Action Item

No later than September 12, 2022
OAR 165-022-0010(2)(g)

Any person may file an argument with 
County Elections supporting or opposing 
a measure 

October 19, 2022 to October 25, 2022
ORS 251.315(2), ORS 254.370

Window for mailing ballots and County 
Voters’ Pamphlet*
*Earlier for out of state electors

November 8, 2022 General Election



Measure 
Arguments



Measure 
Arguments
OAR 165-022-0050

● Any person may file an argument 
supporting or opposing a measure 

● Arguments must comply with ORS 
251.395 and 251.415

○ Only words or numbers
○ No obscene, profane, defamatory 

language
○ Cannot incite or advocate hatred, abuse 

or violence toward any person or group
○ No language which may not legally be 

circulated through the mails.
● Certain names of persons or 

organizations must be excluded (ORS 
251.405)

● Arguments are limited to 325 words.
● Materials cannot exceed 30 square 

inches 
● The filing fee is $400.00 

○ A verified signature petition may be 
substituted for the appropriate filing fee 



Timeline Summary
8/4/22: Last 

day to 

present 

final report 

to Board; 

Board 

referral can 

occur at 

the same 

meeting

8/18/22: 

Last day 

for Board 

to refer 

measures 

and file 

ballot title

7 business days after 

ballot title filed: 

Ballot title challenge 

deadline

9/8/22: 

Notice of 

Measure 

Election, 

with final 

ballot title, 

due 

9/12/22: 

Deadline 

to file 

supporting 

or 

opposing 

statements 

10/19/22 

to 

10/25/22: 

Ballots 

and 

Voters’ 

Pamphlets 

mailed

11/8/22: 

General 

Election

August September October November



Questions


