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Occupation: Self-Employed

Occupational Background: Hospitality & Event Management, Broadcasting,
Chamber of Commerce & Non-Profit Management, Teaching, Coaching &
Consulting

Educational Background: BBA in Marketing Management from Belmont University
Prior Governmental Experience: High School & College

| love Portland!!! I’'m a Community Collaborator with a Passion to Serve YOU!!
I've been serving faith, business & government leaders for the past 40+ years. My
family immigrated from France in 1680's and migrated to south Georgia, where |
grew up from 1960-80's and we were very intentional to have friends from
different backgrounds. | was the first grandson to attend college and my Dad cut
down pine trees to fund my education in Nashville. After learning service in the
hotel industry, | moved to southern California, then Colorado Springs & then to
northern California, where | met my wife, who grew up in Vancouver, WA. We
moved to Portland in 1996 to start our family and live the American Dream, which
turned into the American Nightmare, as we filed for bankruptcy in 2009, lost our
house and have several children in Heaven. Over the past 10 years, we’ve been
rebuilding our lives with no credit lines, wherein | own a small business and have
been serving the city by connecting leaders to work together, build bridges and
better our communities for everyone, via our public charity, Serving Our
Neighbors. In 2013, we began serving Portland's Sister City Associations and in
2015, |1 was knighted as a Royal Rosarian, "The Official Ambassadors of the City of
Portfand." In 2016, we launched the Emergency Preparedness Leadership Forum
to bring government, business & faith leaders together to know, like & trust each
other, before a disaster. In 2017, we began working with BESThq, a regional
business collaborative community, focusing on Relationship, Empowerment &
Inclusion and also began collaborating with leaders to use the Wapato lJail as the
new Bybee Lakes Hope Center to help the unsheltered transition back into our
community. Learn more at www.JamesAutry.com
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