
 

Eastbank Esplanade Interpretive Displays Summary 

Display Location Topic 1 - Summary Topic 2 - Summary 

Madison St. Willamette River Waterfront  

• Waterfront Map 
• Points of interest indicated 

Lewis & Clark Expedition 

• Hand drawn map background 
• Quotes from Lewis & Clark about 

Willamette River within 10 miles of 
the Columbia. 

• Quotes about size and depth of 
river for harbor potential 

Main St. Willamette River Floods 

• 1872 quote about river floods 
• Image of high water and debris 

against Steel Bridge 
• Water cycle affecting floods 
• Damages caused by floods  

Eastside Neighborhoods 

• Development through 
transportation types 

• East Portland incorporation 
• Buckman family 

Salmon St. Hawthorne Bridge 

• Image of bridge with streetcar  
• Details about bridge 

Salmon & the Willamette River 

• Historic map featuring river and 
platted land 

• Salmon life cycle, habitat needs 
• Restoration efforts to improve 

salmon habitat 
Taylor St. Portland Harbor Wall  

• Images of wall construction 
• Description of the wall and history 

None 

Yamhill St. Morrison Bridge 

• Images of Morrison Bridge under 
construction and bridge gears 

• First bridge across the Willamette 
in Portland 

• Worker killed during land slide 
during 1956 construction 

None 

Belmont St. Willamette River Waterfront  

• Waterfront Map 
• Points of interest indicated 

None 

Alder St. Portland: A Port City 

• Images of masted ships and 
steam ships 

• Tidal flow, connection to 
Willamette Valley, Tualatin 
Plains, Columbia Plateau 

• Growth of industrial development 
on east bank 

Willamette River Traffic 

• Image of boat passing under the 
raised Steel Bridge 

• Small images of other river traffic 

• Change of river traffic over 150 
years 

• Rose Festival fleet, Christmas 
ships 



Display Location Topic 1 - Summary Topic 2 - Summary 

Washington St. Westside Story 

• Overton, Lovejoy, Pettygrove 
marking and founding west bank 
Portland location 

• 1944 Portland Public Market at 
the harbor wall 

• Waterfront historic photos 

Stark St. Ferry 

• Image of ferry crossing the river 
• Price of the tolls 
• Description of several ferry 

locations 
• Focus on Stark Street Ferry 
• Benjamin Stark namesake 

Oak St. Municipal Terminal No 2 

• Large two city block cargo 
building 

• Hemp, paper, machinery by ship, 
rail, car, truck 

• East Water Street history 
• Dominant east bank industries: 

H.A. Hogue’s Sawmill and Power, 
Markle’s Wharfs, Standard Box 
Company, Wolff & Swicker Iron 
Works 

None 

Pine St. Burnside Bridge 

• Background image is 
architectural drawing of operator 
tower 

• Image of original bridge 
• Image of internal gears 
• Lindenthal’s role as bridge 

engineer 
• Built around the same time as the 

Ros Island and Sellwood and 
opened the east side to 
expansion of residential 
neighborhoods 

• Bascule patent of Joseph Strauss 
• Bascule = seesaw in French 

None 

Ash St. Willamette River Waterfront 

• Waterfront Map 
• Points of interest indicated 

None 

Ankeny St. Railroads & the River 

• Oregon and California Railroad 
• Southern Pacific Railroad 

completed route to Sacramento 
Valley 

• East route across Steel Bridge 
through Sullivan Gulch and the 
Gorge 

• Connection to industry 
• Train and rail images from 

various time periods 

None 



Display Location Topic 1 - Summary Topic 2 - Summary 

North of the 
Burnside Bridge 

Scow Villages 

• Images and text about floating 
villages on east side of 
Willamette 

None 

Irving St. Steel Bridge 

• Images of Steel Bridge 
• Only two-deck vertical lift bridge 

with independent movement 
• Ranked as one of America’s most 

historically significant bridge 
structures 

• Description of mechanism 

None 
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