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Date: March 20, 2026

To: Dan Kearns, Hearings Officer, Multnomah County
From: Megan Gibb, Land Use Planning Director

Subject: Response to Open Record — T2-2025-0048

Multnomah County Land Use Planning would like to respond to the following issues raised during the
open record period for T2-2025-0048.

Code Compliance Approach — Land Use Planning’s policy with respect to code compliance, is as
follows: once a code compliance inquiry is determined to be a code violation, the County first seeks
voluntary compliance with the offending party. Enforcement and pursuit of civil fines are typically
pursued if and after a Voluntary Compliance Agreement is breached. Voluntary Compliance Agreements
are common in Multnomah County, and typically include working with the applicant to obtain all
necessary land use approvals. This approach is outlined in MCC 39.1520.

Temporary Permits for Certain Uses, Multnomah County Code (MCC) 39.8750 — The Temporary
Code provisions in MCC 39.8750 allow the Planning Director to issue temporary permits for a variety of
uses which are of a temporary nature. The code provides the Planning Director broad discretion when
applying MCC 39.8750. It is the determination of Land Use Planning that the construction trailers
reviewed under T2-2025-0048 are inherently temporary uses intended to support the construction of an
approved use. Temporary Use is not defined in the MCC.

MCC 39.8750 states that Temporary Permits for Certain Uses may be permitted for one year, and the
code does not indicate that Temporary Permits for Certain Uses may not be extended, nor does MCC
39.8750 prevent reapplication for the same temporary use. Per MCC 39.1195, the Planning Director is
allowed to grant extensions of up to 12 months for all approvals (other than a certain set of residential
permits which are allowed a 24 month extension). In this case, the applicant did not file for an extension
of the previous approval, and requested a new review. Both Extensions and new Temporary Permits are
subject to a Type II review (MCC 39.1105).
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