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Candidate Statement: Mayra L. Gémez
word count: 322 (not including the 8 bolded topics)

Occupatlon: Director of College & Career Readiness, West Linn-Wilsonville Schoo! District

Occupational Background: Federal Programs Coordinator: Centennlal School Dlstrict; Assistant Principal,
Reynolds High School; Educator, Gresham High School; Migrant Education Summer School Teacher,
Multnomah Education Service District; Summer Program Coordinator, Portland Parks and Recreation

Educatlonal Background; Lewis & Clark College, PhD, Educational Leadership and Curriculum; University
of Californla-Los Angeles, Master of Urban Education; University of Oregon, BA, BS

Prior Governmental Experience: Gresham-Bartow School Board Member
Dr. Mayra Gémez: Lifelong Commitment to Our Youth & the Power of Education
"Mayra s truly Invested in the Gresham communily. She is commifled to supporting and collaborating with
teachers who love their students. Her experlence as an educator provides an understanding of our students

nieads and what schoofs need to do lo close opportunily gaps.”
-Carla Plluso, Gresham-Barlow School Board

| have spent my entire career belleving in our youth, and seeing how the power of education can affect them
in life-changing ways. It was my own experience that led me down this path. | credIt my success to the
mentorship of family and community members who belleved in me.

I strive {0 do the same for my students in Oregon public schools and as a Gresham-Bariow School Board
Member. We have:

e Increased graduation rates
» Hired more school counselors & more diverse educators
e Passed a construction bond

I am running for re-election so | can continue to empower youth to finish high school, pursue
education beyond graduation and insplre them to mentor younger generatlons in thelr communities.

Community Leaders Endorse Mayra for Ra-Electionl

“Mayra sees education as the soclal equalizer. She feels responsibilily fo advocate and give a voice to our
disenfranchised communities and address equily Issues impacling our sludents.”
-Gresham Clty Councll President Eddy Morales -

Ricki Ruiz, State Representative *

Shirley Craddick, Metro Councllor -
Multnomah County Commissloner Lorl Stegmann -
Annette Matison, Mt. Hood Community College Board
Jessica Arzate, Multnomah Education Service District:
Andrea Valderrama, David Douglas School Board .
Sonja Mckenzie, Parkrose Schoot Board -
Yesenia Delgado, Reynolds School Board «

East County Rising -




