CONTINUED #

MULTNOMAH COUNTY

Measure No. 26-41

BALLOT TITLE

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT.

No Increase in the Current Authorized Tax Rate

Measure 26-41 will renewthe library operations levy and allow
the libraries to provide new services with no increase in the cur-
rent authorized tax rate. The levy will help operate the downtown
Central Library, Gresham Library, Midland Library, and other
pranch libraries throughout Muftnomah County.

Increased Hours for County Libraries

1t will increase the number of days and hours these libraries
are open and will provide the funds tobuy library books and other
materials. '

Who the Library Serves

The Mu.Itnomah County Library serves the pecple of the coun-
1y by providing books and other materials to meet their informa-
tional, educational, cultural and recreational needs.

The Muitnomah County Library system is among the busiest
in the nation and provides services every year to over 500,000
fibrary card holders. That is over 70% of the people who live in
Muitnomah County. Nearly 8 million books and other library

“» 24-hour-a-day access to DYNA, the Ilbrary S computerlzed

materials are borrowed from the library each year. Library staff
annually responds to more than 800,000 requests for informa-
tion. More than 1,000 people a day access the Ilbrary by dialing
in to the library's automated system

What the Library Prowdes Books and More

Renewal of the library levy will keep our libraries open, and
continue to provide and add these services:

. Operatmg and staffing downtown Central Library, Gresham
Library, Midland Library and 12 other branch libraries located
throughout Multnomah County. .

» Extended hours at the Centrat and branch libraries.

= Buying more books and other library materials and continue
improvements in library technology. :

» Operating and staffing two new branches, a medium-sized
library in Northwast Portland and a small branch in coopera-
tion with Parkrose Schoot District.

s Library service to children, adults and senior citizens with spe-
cial needs.

card catalog and community resource and events calendar
data base, and increase access to other stored computetized
information and data.

= Special child and youth programsincluding storyhoursfortod-
dlefs, homework help for students, and reading programs with
special attertion to kids in day care.

« Adult and senior- cmzen programs on technology and other
subjects.

« Information and reference materials for students, jobseekers,
and the general public.

The renewed three vear serial levy cost is about 40 cents per
$1,0000fassessed value. The fypical home in Mulinomah Coun-
ty pays about $5.00 per month over three years, for library oper-
ations and the services listed above.

Submitted by
Board of County Commissioners
Multnomah Gounty

No arguments AGAINST this measure were filed.




MULTNOMAH COUNTY

Measure No. 26- 41

ARGUMENT _IN FAVOR

Dear Voters,

My name is Jenny Bedell-Stiles. | am 11 years old, and a stu-
dent at Mt. Tabor Middle School, The library is very important to
me, but | am too young to vote. That is why | am asking you to
help kids like me by voting Yes for the libraries.

The fibrary is important to kids for lots of reasons. | use it-a lot
for school. The school library is okay, but it doesn't have nearly
enough for me to do a good job with my school work, The librar-
ians are also very helpful, it's almost jike having extra teachers
1o help you tearn.

" | also go to the library because it's fun. | am usuaily there at
least once a week to get books and other things. | don't know
‘what | would do if it wasn't there.

As much as | love the library, though, there are some things |
wish were better. | go to the Belmont Branch, and it is way too
crowded. | also wish that it was open more. Sometimes when 1
want to go, the library is closed. It would also be great if there
were computers we could use. ‘There is so much cool stuff that
you need a computer to get at. :

My mom tells me that if voters pass the library measures, the
libraries will be open more, and have more books and comput-
ers. That's why | hope you will vote for the libraries. it would be
really, really good for kids like me.

Sincerely,
Jenny Bedell-Stiles

(This information furnished by Jenny Bedell-Stiles)

The printing of this afgument does not constitute an endarsement
by Multnomah County, nor does the county warrant the accuracy
or ruth of any statements made in the argument.
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IVIULTNOIVIAH COUNTY

Measure No. 26-42

BALLOT TITLE

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Multnomah County operates the jails that hold the people our
police arrest. Nine out of ten Multnomah County jaited inmates
are being held for felony charges. The existing levy that expires
June 30, 1996 pays for keeping all current jail facilities open and

" gperating.

Our Public Safety Problem

Public safety services are currently inadequate fo meet
demand. In 1995, 3,726 inmates were reléased early and unsu-
pervised from county jails because there was not enough space.
Population growth in the metropolitan area will make this prob-
lemwarse. In spite of county efforts toimprove efficiency and uti-
lize a full continuum of sanctions to maxirmize the effecliveness
of the system, public safety is already compromised duato inad-
equate capacity.

The Public Safety Solution -
The most cost effective solution to increasing the number of

levy.

.does nat solve the problem of treaiment. This levy pays for

people our system can hold is through a mix of new and expand-
ed faciiities and programs. The construction of new buildings or
expansion of existing buildings are proposed 1o be funded -
through a general obligation bond. The cost to operate new ar
expanded jails and mandatory programs is funded through this
serial levy.

The Current Levy Expires
The current public safety levy expires June 30, 1996. {t pro-
vides about one third of current operating costs of county jails.
If we choose to operate new facifities, enforce mandatory treat-
mentand endthe early release of prisoners, we must pass anew

Ending Early Reiease of Prisoners )
The new levy will fund the operations-of proposed additional
jait space to.increagse public safety. Last year the County was
forced 1o release approximately 3,700 prisoners without any
supervision simply because of a lack of space. The new levy will
end unsupervised release of offenders due o lack of jail space.

‘Convicted Criminals Wil Serve Time

In addition to continuing operation of the 560 beds at Inver-
ness, theincreased levy will operate 120 additional beds at Inver-
ness as well as 210 beds at a new jail that are proposed to be
built in 1997 and begin operating in 1998. There will also be
increased capacity at the Multnomah County Restitution Center
which is & low c0st corrections facility where inmates pay room
and board. '

Mandatory Treaiment
Amajority of offendersinjail are drug or alcohol abusers. Incar-
cerating them protects the public safety for a period of time but

mandatory treatment for drug and alcohol abusers who can not
be rehabilitated without intensive intervention.

Tracking Criminals

Offenders fall between the cracks of a complex public safety
system because of antiquated computer systems that are not
linked. Computer tracking technology that is currently being
used by the police and Sheriff, district attorney, Courts, Juvenile
Justice and Community Corrections will be upgraded and inte-
grated in order to transfer information between the existing com-
ponenis of the public safety system.

How Much Will It Cost? -
78 cents per $1,000 of assessed value or about $9.60 per
month on a typical home.

Submitted by
Board of County Gommissioners
Mulinomah County

No arguments AGAINST this measure wete filed.




MULTNOMAH COUNTY

Measure No. 26-42

ARGUMENT IN FAVOR

'i'HE CITIZENS CRIME COMMISSION
URGES A YES VOTE ON
MEASURES 26-42 & 26-45

The Citizens Crime Commission strongiy urges Multnomah
‘County voters to vote Yes on Measures 26-42 & 26-45, the
public safety package for Multnomah County.

* Gver the past several years, a severe shortage of jail beds in
-Multnomah County has caused early, unsupervised releases
of prisoners, creating an unacceptable danger to our safety.

. Eventhough we have increased the number of police, the lack
of jail space has undercut their effectiveness. '

. By adding a total of 330 jall beds to the Multnomah

es, and make our community safer.

the corrections system has led to lengthy delays at Multnom-
ah County booking facilities that were not built to handie such

money spent waiting in lines instead of patrolling the sireets.

“The Multnomah County public safety package will
restructure booking facilities, making them-more
efficient and cutting down long lines.

* The computer systems used for criminal justice are uncon-
nected and uncoordinated, leading to potentlal[y dangerous
gaps in communication.

of criminals thorughout the system.

- County corrections system, Measures 26-42 & 26-
45 will help re-balance the system, end early releas-

« A dramatic increase in the numbers of suspects booked into .

volume. The resutt is significant amounts of police time and

ow ‘Measures 26-42 & 26-45 will improve the tracklngr

ARGUMENT IN FAVOR

A POLICE OFFICER'S PERS_PECTIVE
ON THE PUBLIC SAFETY MEASURE

| have worked for 15 years as a police officer in Multnomah

- County, so | haveapretty good view ofwhatittakes to stop crime.

Thatis why | am asking you to vote Yes on both of the Mult-
nomah County Public Safety Measures, 26-42 and 26-45.

- . The most glaring need we have is getting dangerous crim- -

inals off the street. Right now, Multnomah County jails simply
don'thave nearly encughroom. | cantell youfrom personal expe-
rience that thousands of offenders being released because of
lack of space. These inmates have no business on the strests,
notto mentioninyourbackyard. The public safety package will
stop early, unsupervised releases of prisoners.

Other problems may not be as visible, but are very serious. |
have personally had to waitin line at the downtown jail for hours
to book suspects into the system. If you multiply that number by
all the other officers stuck inline, it is a remendous waste of time
that police should be spending patrolling our streets. The pub-

- lic safety measures will restructure booking facilities to get

police back on the streets where we are needed

Flnally, this public safety package will heIp do something
about repeat offenders, which is a huge problem Part of the

- problemisthat over 75% of prisoners in Multnomah County have

a serious drug or alcohol problem. These measures will create
secure facilities for mandatory drug and alcohol treatment
of offenders with addictions.

We can do something about crime. This package is a smart,
tough and responsible way to make Muitnomah County a safer
place. | urge you to vote Yes on Measures 26-42 and 26-45

These measureg also contain fundingfor current jail operations. for a safer community.
If they fail. funding will be lost for a total of 1080 beds in current
and planned capacity, doubling early releases from their already

too-highlevel,

Measures 26-42 & 26-45 are a tough, balanced package. The
Citizens Crime Commission believes their approval is essential

‘Thomas Mack ,
Portland Police Offic_er

for a safer community.
PAUL LORENZINI RAY MATHIS
CHAIR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Ci_tiZens Crime Commission is & non-partisan, non-govem-
mental organization dedicated to finding effective, affordable
ways to make our community safer,

(This information furnished by Paul Lorenzini and Ray Mathis) (This informatfon furnished by Thomas Mack)

The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement
by Multnomah Gounty, nor does the county warrant the accuracy
or truth of any statements made in the argument.

The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement .
by Multnomah GCounty, nor does the county warrant the accuracy
or truth of any statements made in the argument.
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MULTNOMAH COUNTY

Measure No. 26-44

BALLOT TITLE

EXPLANATORY 'STATEMENT

The Multnomah County Library system includes downtown's
historic Central Library, the Gresham Library, the Midland Library
and 12 more branch libraries tocated throughout Multnomah
County, It is our community's most significant information and
education resource, open to all.

The system is excellent, but aging. Many facilities are reach-
ing the end of their useful lives, and new information technology
has outstripped the Library's ability to keep up. Two problems

have already been solved: renovation of the historic Central’
tibrary will be completed in early 1997; and the new Midland

BranchopensinJune, 1996. Nowwe needicrepairand enhance
our other 12 libraries to complete the upkeep and improverment
of our library system.

PROTECTING OUR VALUABLE INVESTMENT

Over the years, citizens have made a significant investmentin
our libraries. This bond would protect that investment by mak-
ing needed repairs to a number of fibrary buildings. Deteriorat-
ed roofs must be replaced. Heating, cooling and electrical
systems for many branches are obsolete, and wili be replaced
as well. These and other repairs wilt not only fix the immediate,
urgent problems, but will also provide ongoing operational cost

" savings due to more energy efficient systems.

IMPROVING PUBLIC ACCESS TO INFORMATION
The best library in the world is of little use if the public cannot
get to what's inside. A vast amount of information is available
today, including access to the information highway beyond the
walls of the library, i you have the technology to gain access to
it. This bond would increase access tolibrary materials for those
who comein to one ofour buildings orthose who dial-in, through:

« Purchase computers and upgrade technology infrastruc-
ture systems and equ:pment to allow pubhc access to infor-

- struction at these locations so they can better meet the needs of
" the community.

mation electronically. This means many more people will have
access to much more information in much less time—getting
better use of library resources.

+ Internet access will allow citizens free admission to the infor-
mation highway. The public will have worldwide information at
their fingertips in every branch and by dialing in ta the library's

- computer system from home, school and work.

HOOKING UP WITH THE SCHOOLS .
Our community faces great challenges in giving our young
people aquality education. This bond will help. This measure will
provide direct connections between the library and Muitnomah
County schools, making our community's best information
resources more available to the students whao need it, and help-
ing the schools do their job. ’

HELPING QOUR MOST CROWDED BRANCHES
This bond measure will help all branches in the system. How-
ever, four in particular have been stressed to the breaking point.
The Hollywood, Hitlsdale, Belmont and St. Johns branches have
serious deficiencies, and are far busier than their structures can
handle. The library bond wilt allow major renovation and/or con-

The Library Bond would cost about 7 cents per $1000 of
assessed value. Thatis about $10 peryear forthe owner of atyp-
ical home.

Submitted by ‘
Board of County Commissioners
Multnomah County

No arguments AGAINST this measuré were filed.




MULTNOMAH COUNTY

Measure No. 26-44

ARGUMENT iN FAVOR.

A Message from The Friends of the Lr'brarﬁ: ,

KEEP OUR LIBRARIES OPEN AND WORKING
VOTE YES ON MEASURES 26-41 & 26-44° _

With downtown Portiand's Central Library and 14 branches, the
Multnomah County Library system is our community's most
important educational and information resource.

We love the library, and we use it well. But all that use has

our libraries by voting Yes on Measures 26-41 & 26-44.

Keeping the Libraries' Doors Gpen: -

By voting Yes for our libraries, you can renew the current fibrary
levy at the same authorized rate. Not only will that keep the
libraries doors open, but it will increase-hours at Central and the
branches, and open our busiest branches on Mondays for the
first ime in twenty years.

Helping Children, Students, Adults and Seniors: :
Measures 26-41 & 26-44 will improve programs such as story

classes on technology for adults and a variety of seniors pro-
- grams. The measures will also hook the fibraries directly to the
schools, offering them much-needed help.

Adding Books and Computers:

Our libraries have lagged behind in the purchase of iew and the
replacement of worn or damaged books and materials. They
have alsc been unable to afford computers that will allow access
1o the Internet and other electronic sources of information. The
Library Measures will heip bring our libraries up to speed.

Repair Deteriorated Branches:

heating, cooling and electrical systems. Ifwe don'tfixthemtoday,

itwill cost all of us much more later. By voting Yesforour libraries,

we canmakethese neededrepairs, andrenovatefour ofour most

over-crowded brar:ches———HniIsdale Belmont, Hollywood and St.
. Johns.

VOTE YES FOR OUR LIBRARIES
VOTE YES ON MEASURES 26-41 & 26-44

{This information furnished by Pennelope Hummel,
Friends of the Multnomah County Library)

taken its toll. That is why we are urging you to vote Yes for -

hours for toddlers, special reading programs, homework help,

Qur libraries are getting old. Many branches need 1o fix roofs, :

ARGUMENT IN FAVOR

LIBRARIES MEAN _M'QBE THAN BOOKS
by Myrtle McGill

At 84 years of age, 1've had maore opportunity than most to use
the libraries. I've made the most of that opportunity. | started as
a youngster, for both my school work and for pleasure. Then i
taught my chiidren that the library is one of the greatest gifts a
community has to affer, and they've used it well.-As for the joy of
watching thelibrary helpopen newworldsto my grandchifdren...
well, you can just imagine. '

Itis easy to think of a library as justa collectlon of books, maga-
zines, tables and chairs. But is is far more than that. Our public
libraries show the best of usasa communlty

Thatiswhylam askmg your §up_>gort for Measures 26-41 and 26-
44,

To me, the libraries are about investing in ourselves and our -
future. They help us become better educated and better
informed, making us more prosperous and better citizens. The
fact that libraries are open to all also makes us stronger as a
democracy. Having healthy libraries is an important part of our
quality of life. '

I've seen a tremendous amount of change in my lifetime, and it
seerns to be getting faster everyday. Bocks are one avenue to .
knowledge; but are no longer enough: it takes computers and
other new technology to gain access to the information we need
today. Butthe library hasn't been able to afford to keep up. These
ballot measures will help.

Caring for our libraries means being responsible. Many of the
bulidings are old and need repairs. It is the Same as owning a
house. What you put off today, you will pay dearly for tomorrow.

The library ballot measures will make urgently needed repairs to
protect gur valuable investment in them.

Our Multnomah County libraries are ;mportant 1 hope you will
join me in supportirig them.

'

(This information furnished by Myrtie McGill)

The pririting of this argument does not constitute an endersement
by Multnomah County, nor does the county warrant the accuracy
or fruth of any statements made in the argument,

The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement
by Muitnomah County, nor does the county warrant the accuracy
or truth of any staternents made in the argument.

M-20



CONTINUED #

MULTNOMAH COUNTY -

| Measuré_ No. 26-45

B ALLOT TITLE o " substance abuse is a factor in their repeated criminal activity.

Computer Systems and High-Tech Equipment
for Tighter Tracking of Criminals
The bonds will pay for restructured and upgraded computer
and technology systems that will link police, corrections, prose-
cutors and courts to more tightly track erimindls throughout the
criminal justice system. ‘ .

Restructured Booking Facilities To Eliminate
‘Long Delays For Police
The bonds will pay for completely restructured bocking and
transport facilities, which respond to botitenecks in the current
system which oftert lead to hours-long lines of police waiting to
- book suspects, keeping them off the streets and away from their
other law-enforcement duties.

Expansion of the Juvenile Justice Complex
The bonds will fund the 64 bed expansion of the Juvenile Jus-
. tice Complex, which responds to the increase in ‘dangerous
crime by juveniles. ’

Child Abuse Center
The bonds will pay for a Child Abiise Center that responds o
increased victimization of children, and the excess amount of
time many children spend in police custody waiting for place-
ment and evaluation. The facility will co-locate several important
services Io abused and neglected children to cutlong waits and
insure children's safety and care.

Submitted by
- Board of County Commissioners

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT o Multnomah Gounty

The Multnomah County Public Safety Bond authorizes the
sale of up to $79.7 million general obligation bonds ta pay ior
facilities that will improve public safety.

What Measure 26-45 Will Do .

Measure 26-45 will fund a balanced approach to making our
community safer. Theincrease in jail space would allow the Sher- . .
iff to end unsupervised releases due to lack of space, meaning ‘ s
that criminals will actually serve time. It would restructure book- '
ing and tracking facilities to make the system more effective and
accountable. The bond would fund added capacity to the juve-
nile system to respond to dangerous juveniie offenders. It also
pursues crime prevention by effective intervention in substance
abuse and child abuse and neglect. '

Increased Jail Beds to End Unsupervised
Early Release of Prisoners -

The bonds will huild a new 210 bed jail and a 120 bed expan-
sion at Inverness Jail: This responds to a 47% increase in crimi-
" nal bookings in Multnomah County over the past five years
(28,702 in 1991 to 42,286 in 1995.) During the same period of
time, the number of jail beds has increased by only 10% {1,331

in 1991 to 1,461 in 1995). '

As a result, tast year the Sheriff was forced to release about
3,700 prisoners with no supervision simply because there was
no room in the jails. Based on current trends, the bonds to build
new jail beds will end the unsupervised release of prisoners due
1o lack of space.

Secure Treatment Facilities for Mandatory Drug
- and Alcohot Treatment of Offenders
The bonds will pay for two, 75 bed secure facilities which
respond to a lack of resources for freatment of offenders whose

M-2t




MULTNOMAH COUNTY

Measure No. 26-45

ARGUMENT IN FAVOR

MEASURE 26-45 WILL HELP
ABUSED AND NEGLECTED CHILDREN

As President of the Multnomah County Child Abuse Coaiitiion,
and as someone who works directly with abused and neglected
children, | ask for your-Yes vote on Measure 26-45,

‘As a community, we are suffering from.an epidemic of child
abuseand neglect. Over 2000 imes ayear, achildin Mulinamah
" County must be removed fram their home for théir own safety.

Even though that action is taken to protect the child, it is trau-
matic. And all too often, the systemn adds to the trauma, instead
of lessening it. Because there is no 24-hour facility consistently
available to take in and care for a child, i:hi!dr'en are sometimes
forced fo ride in the back of a patrol car or sit at a caseworker's
desk for hours, while attempts at placement are made.

Children are often further traumatized by muftiple foster home

family reunification.

Measure 26-45 will provide funds to build a Mult-
_ nomah County Child Abuse Center thatwill help care
_for these vulnerable children quickly and safely.

wherethe child's physical and emotional well-being willbeimme-
diately seen to in a safe, child-friendly environment. The Child
Abuse Centerwill also helpio make better foster care placements
and assist in family reunification, i

* Other important elements of the Child Abuse Center will be
respite care for stressed foster parents and a friendly piace for
supervised visits with birth parents.

The Multnomah County Child Abuse Center is a
ground-breaking partnership of the County, State
and private sector for children in desperate need of
help.

PLEASE VOTE YES ON MEASURE 26-45
AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES
OF ABUSED AND NEGLECTED CHILDREN

CRAIG OPPERMAN, PRESIDENT
MULTNOMAH COUNTY CHILD ABUSE COALITION

'(This information furnished by Craig Opperman)

placements, and little chance for visitation with birth parents for -

" The Child Abuse Center will have a 24-haur reception center’

ARGUMENT IN OPPOSITION

Do we need more jails?

An articie by American Education Association, Aprll 1992
issue NEA Today, page 4, compared per capita population of
prisoners in prominent countries; America led all in per capita
incarceration rate. The US Incarceration rate for biacks was'

" 494% higherthan South Africa, and the overall incarcerationrate

forthe US was 146% higher than South Africa, 169% higher than
Soviet Union, and 410% higher than ‘communist China.

Isthisincarceration rate becauseofhighercrimeratesin Amer-
ica, or is it because various governments in America propagan-
dizing us about political prisoner problems in other countries
while hiding the truth that the political prisoner problemin Amer-
ica is far worse than in other countries?.

What is a Political Prisoner? -
A political prisoner is one who has not committed a crime;

there's no injured party or damaged propeity resulting from the

wrong. True crimes are evidenced by an injured party. Statuto-
ry {political or penal) crimes are wrong only because they are
prohibited; there's no injured party.

What about Oregon law? .
19893 Oregon Rewsed Statutes, V1, page xxiii, shows the

_TABLE OF TITLES; the four Code subjects are: {a) Remedial, (b)

Civil, (c) Penal, and {d) Polifical. The Political Codeis ORS Chap-
ters 171-838. In Oregon, anyone who is incarcerated for viola-
tions of ORS 171-838/sapolitical prisoner! The Penal Code, ORS
Chapters 131-170, consists of “crimes” where there's no injured
party; only a subset is Criminal Code, violations of which pro-
duce an injured party. See ORS 161.005. if you review court pro-
ceedings published in any public record, you will find that nearty
all jail sentences are for violations of the Penal or Political Code,

and not for violations of the Criminal Code.

Do we need more jails to house political prisoners?

" The real answer is not more jails; stop incarcerating Oregoni-
ans as political prisoners.-We already have more jails than we '
need.

Don't throw good money after bad: Vote NO

(This infarmation furnished by Bruce Craig
and Don Whittenburg)

The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement
by Muitnomah County, nor does the county warrant the accuracy
or truth of any statements ‘made in the argument. ’

The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement
by Multnomah County, nor does the county warrant the accuracy
or truth of any statements made in the argument.
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__ CITY OF GRESHAM
Measure No. 26-28

- BALLOT TITLE

PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION

SEE NEXT PAGE FOR
ARGUMENTS FOR AND
AGAINST THIS MEASURE
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CITY OF GRESHAM

Measure No. 26-28

ARGUMENT IN FAVOR

in the larger scheme of things, mayors and city councilors
serve us on a temporary basis,but even so, these pecple have
the power to make decisions which can permanently affect our
lives and environment.

Measure 26-28 amends the Gresharn Gity Charter to require
voter approval before any mayor and council can actto create a
major limited access road within the city limits. The measure
involves only the very largest kinds of projects of four lanes or
more, specifically throughways and freeways.

" Building these roads in already established communities can
have profound effects, good and bad. Beyond the pluses of
urban highway construction (increased employment during
construction, improved traffic flow, commercial benefits, elc.),
the construction of such roads also has huge negative conse-
guences:

The condemnation of private property, the cumng in
two of established neighborhoods and business dis-
tricts; the decay of neighborhoods which are closest
to the new road; long-term disruption and delays in
existing traffic patierns and the corresponding loss of
business to local merchants during construction; the
change in the life of a cily now divided by wide eXpans-

. es of pavement and concrele walls; and the large
increase in the noise level, especially in the rain, of
high speed traffic coursing through town.

Currently, the mayor and council can commit the City to such
a-project and it would not be subject to voter approval. it's one
thing to have our elected officials making decisions about the
day-to-day affairs of the city... but another when it comes fo cre-
ating something as massive and profound as a freeway. Then,
it's fime for all of us. who live in Gresharm and are invested in its
future 16 be included in the decision.

Measure 26-28 gives us a prudent and practical method to
review and pass judgement on a decision which would affect vir-
tually every aspect of city life.

Pohticlans come and go, but freeways are farever!
Vote Yes on 26-28.

(T his information furnished by Don Meintire, Chief Petitioner,
Preserve Our Quality of Life Committee)

ARGUMENT IN OPPOSITION

_Since the city currently does not own, control or plan to con-
struct four lane roads or highways, this initiative is unnecessary
and is an abuse of the initiative and referendum powers. This
meastire requires voter approval of all limited access roads or
highways of four lanes or more within the City of Gresham.
According to ORS 374.015 the State Department of Transporia-
tion has the autharity to lay out, locate, relocate, adopt, estab-
lish, construct, designate, maintain and supervise the use and
aperation of hew highways known as throughways. The Oregon
Court of Appeals has held that local actions taken to participate

in state siting and planning processes are advisory and admin- .

istrative and not “legislative”. If this measure were 10 be includ-
ed in the city charter the city still would not have the authority to

. sithercompel or barthe consfruction of roads, orto approve their

location and design. The State Department of Transportation is
the ultimate decision maker. The initiative rights of city voters do
not extend beyond the legislative authority of the city itself. Pas-
sage ofthis measure would ‘muddythe waters' and create many
legal questions and concerns for the Oregon Court System to
debate and decide. We recommend a NO vote on Measure 26-
28, -

(This information furnished by Charles J. Becker, Treasurer,
Common Sense and Sensible Government)

The printing of this argument. does not constitute an endorsement
by Multnomah County, nor does the county warrant the accuracy

or truth of any statements made in the argument.

The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement
by Multnomah County, nor does the county warrant the accuracy
or truth of any statements made in the argument.
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