No Complaints

When a case lacks sufficient evidence to prove it at
trial, additional investigation is needed, the victim
does not wish to participate, or there is a legal
problem with the case the district attorney does not
file charges. This is called a "no complaint."

Why is the defendant not in jail?

A visual map of pre-trial release in Mutnomah County
from investigation through arraignment
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In January 2023 71% of felony
case referals were the result of
a defendant being arrested and
booked into the jail. The
remaining 29% came to us as
citations in lieu or direct
presents where the suspect was
not in custody as a result of the
way the police referred the
case for prosecution.
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PJO Release
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Once a defendant is booked
into jail, state law requires they
their release if they meet
criteria in a standing order from
the county's presiding judge
(the "PJO.") Our data show that
19% of defendants booked on
felony charges qualified for
release before seeing a judge.
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Arraignment

At arraignment the judge makes a release decision
after hearing arguments from the prosecutor and
defense attorney. The judge must impose the least
restrictive  conditions necessary to ensure
appearance at future hearings and the safety of the
public and victim. Defendants charged with certain
violent felonies may be held without bail.
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defendants referred for
prosecution by arrest, and
subsequently charged with a
felony, were released at or
before arraignment
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