
Multnomah County
Behavioral Health Division

Behavioral Health Advisory Council Meeting
February 7th, 2024 10AM - Noon

Community
Representatives Public Service Representatives Staff Guests

Barb. Rainish
Eric Bray
Etta Assuman
John Williams
Joni Scheib
June Howard Johnson
Katrina Malachowski
Kevin Fitts
Laura Bueford
Mamie Gathard
Mary Avalon
Patty Hamit Arvizu
Robert Fentress
Ruthie Benjamin
Ryan Hamit
Seth Dugan-Knight

CareOregon Cassi Sturtz
Cascadia Behavioral Healthcare Dave Kohler
Holistic Healing Behavioral Health Jamaica
Imani Nelson
Lifeworks NW N Torell
Lutheran Community Services Larry Johnson
Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office Nora Mains
(NWIAS)
NAMI Multnomah Kerri Melda
NARA NW Albie Lemos
New Narrative Haven Taylor
Portland Police Bureau Chris Burley, Billy
Kemmer for Chris Burley
Quest Center Danielle Deer/Scott Moore
Vacant

Heather Mirasol
Anirudh Padmala
Deandre
Kenyanjui
Rachel Banks
Jenny Tsai
Jill Jessee
Sadie Campbell
Roger Garth
Mario Cardenas

Abigail Wells
Adam Peterson,
Health Share of
Oregon,
Behavioral Health
Program
Manager
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Agenda Item Discussion Notes

Welcome and
Introductions
Group Agreements
Announcements

● Peerpocalypse scholarship applications reviewed and those that were awarded a scholarship
via MultCo have been notified and registered

● BHAC first hybrid meeting to be held March 6th 2024
● Zoom for virtual / Pine Room at Five Oak (209 SW 4th Portland OR 97204) for in person

Recognition Month or
Awareness Events (if
Applicable)

● Black History Month - theme for 2024 is African Americans and the Arts blackhistorymonth.gov
● Heart Health Awareness Month
● World Social Justice Day

Presenter ● Presenter unable to attend due to technical difficulties
● Passing vote for language change in meeting reminders from “consequences for disruptive

behavior during the meeting:” to “disruptive behavior during the meeting will result in”
● Discussion around stipends and taxes, Kevin Fitts offered to present information from

advocacy work at the local and state level regarding stipends and taxes
● Discussion regarding periodical review of BHAC documentation
● Member concerns about the amount of interim positions in Health Department
● Ask from member for Local Mental Health Authority Comprehensive BH Plan

OCE & Director’s Office
Updates

OCE Update:
● Quarterly report in the works, upon completion of the data pull there will be an update given to

the council with time for feedback
● OCE will be moving into a more forward facing role, JJ Jessee will handle stipends and other

administrative work while OCE will take care of the tech and minutes moving forward

Director’s Office Update:
● Behavioral Health Division active in the collective response to the Fentanyl Emergency

Declaration, eager to be part of better systems collaboration and integration with opportunities
to expand existing services

● Short legislative session has commenced and our division of subject matter experts is active in
reviewing and engaging in our response

● Deandre Kenyanjui was presented with the Tawna Sanchez Recovery Leadership Award

Adjournment
● links shared by Haven Taylor for Black History Month

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rEm4TkyFMs https://darnellwalker.com/
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