
Multnomah County
Behavioral Health Division

Behavioral Health Advisory Council Meeting
June 5th, 2024 10AM - Noon

Community
Representatives Public Service Representatives Staff Guests

Barb. Rainish
Eric Bray
Etta Assuman
John Williams
Joni Scheib
June Howard Johnson
Katrina Malachowski
Kevin Fitts
Mamie Gathard
Mary Avalon
Patty Hamit Arvizu
Robert Fentress
Ruthie Benjamin
Ryan Hamit
Seth Dugan-Knight

CareOregon Cassi Sturtz
Cascadia Behavioral Healthcare Dave Kohler
Lifeworks NW N Torell
Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office Nora Mains
(NWIAS)
NAMI Multnomah Kerri Melda
NARA NW Albie Lemos
New Narrative Haven Taylor
Portland Police Bureau Chris Burley, Billy
Kemmer for Chris Burley
Quest Center Danielle Deer / Darnell Johnson

Heather Mirasol
Deandre
Kenyanjui
Sadie Campbell
Jenny Tsai
Kelley Durron
Roger Garth
Mario Cardenas
Jill Jessee
Jennifer Gulzow
Rachael Banks

Abigail Wells
Adam Peterson,
Health Share of
Oregon,
Behavioral Health
Program
Manager
Laura Bueford
Carmen Duran
Ramirez, Fora
Health
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Agenda Item Discussion Notes

Welcome and
Introductions
Group Agreements
Announcements

● Currently drafting updates to meeting reminders and group agreements at community
workgroup meetings.

● Miracles Club hosting Juneteenth events
● MultCo BHD will be tabling at Portland Pride 7/20-21
● No General Council meeting in July

Recognition Month or
Awareness Events (if
Applicable)

● Juneteenth
● Pride Month
● Men’s Mental Health Month
● Post Traumatic Stress Disorder Awareness Month
● HIV/AIDS Long Term Survivors Day
● Wound Healing Awareness Month

Steering Committee
Vote

Nominees: Barb Rainish, Patty Arvizu and Ruthie Benjamin.
Elected: Ruthie Benjamin

Nicole Thompson BHRC Program Manager Introduction and Updates. Nicole gave an overview of BHRC and her
history with it. Nicole shared hopes for duplication of model for BHRC Part Two in the future,
possibly on the Eastside of Portland. Nicole shared plans for engagement with the opening of
Darcelle Plaza. Nicole shared about using JEDI Data as a tool for engagement and
programming.

BHRC Numbers:
Day Center December 2022 - December 2023

 3,750 unique participants
 7,724 referrals
 2,078 items of mail picked up
 56 showers per day
 23 loads of laundry per day
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Shelter & Bridge Housing: Fiscal Year 24 Quarter 1 and Quarter 2
 257 individuals served
 54% had a positive exit
 75% had clinical engagement
 41% identify as Black, Indigenous, People of Color
 18% identify as trans/non-binary

View Shawn’s story of the Behavioral Health Resource Center here.

OCE & Director’s Office
Updates

Director’s Office Update:
● Internal recruitment for Behavioral Health Division Deputy Director is underway
● Chair’s budget for Fiscal Year 2025 adopted on 6/6/24
● Behavioral Health Division submitted Interim Comprehensive Local Plan on 5/28/24

Adjournment
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qPHYQnT-Nfs

