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VOTE NO 26-141
Dear Gresham resident,

Six years ago when | first sought the office of mayor, | promised you that | would always “call
them as | see them,” and that you would never have to guess where | stood on an issue. | have
worked very hard to do just that and to keep an open door for you, the people | represent.

Undér my administration we have increased citizen involveimient and have worked hard to be
responsive to ALL of Gresham. Nearly everyone who calls or emails my office gets a response.
This is how it should bhe.

The proponents of this measure would have you believe that no one is being represented and
that everyone is diserfranchised. You Know better, We hiave worked 0o hard o 160 many
issues to believe this. The best part about being YOUR mayor is that we often work together to
solve issues that affect you and your family.

Right now you have six councilors that work for the common good of all of Gresham. You get to

councitor even though ALL six of them can affect you. | think it is crazy to give up your right to
vote.

Right now you elect, from the entire city, people you believe to be the best candidates to serve.
Unider the districts measure you would have to vote for ONE person from some imaginary or

gerrymandered line.

| agree with the Citizen Charter Review Committee who studied this issue and did not
recommend a change. They got it right.

We have worked too hard to go backwards. Do not iet Chicago styie politics infiltrate your
city government. We are better than political horse trading and false lines on a map!

Thank you for the great honor of serving as your mayor,
Shane Bemis
Mavyor of Gresham
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Council Argument in Opposition

Measure 26-141 asks Gresham voters to sacrifice your right to vote for all of the city
counciiors who set policy for the city. We believe this is a bad idea, and here’s why:

Districts would reduce your voice in Gresham elections. Under the
current at-large system, you get to vote for three councilors every two years.
Under districts, you’d get to vote for just one every four years. Your voice will
be diminished.

Districts would limit the community’s ability to be represented by the
very best candidates from across the city. Counciiors are unpaid
volunteers, making it difficult to attract candidates. Finding candidates to run
in a limited area such as a district would create an even greater chalienge
with a smaller pool of candidates to choose from. The quality of the city’s
leadership will suffer.

The Outlook Editorial Board agrees: “The members of the Gresham City
Council obviously approach their duties with deep conviction for the
entire city. We have no sense that any neighborhood benefits at the
expense of another... Gresham’s history supports the decision that led
to the election of councilors to at-large positions... put us down fora
“no” vote.” Outlook Editorial, The Outlook, 3/24/12

Citizen engagement is strong under an at-large system: We're still a small
city, and there are many ways for citizens to serve the community. In 2011,
2,800 residents volunteered over 14,000 hours of their time in neighborhood
associations and citizen committees, making Gresham a stronger, more
engaged community.

It's time to focus on the issues Gresham really cares about: public safety, supporting
local businesses, creating jobs, and enhancing Gresham’s high quality of life. With
limited resources, we have to come together as a community to solve our common
challenges. This measure would pull us apart,

Vote NO on 26-141.

Gresham Council President Karylinn Echols
Councilor Josh Fuhrer
Councilor Lori Stegmann
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We believe you should have a say in electing all of your city councilors. Your voice is
important to the direction of our community, and some are trying to stifie it. We
think that's wrong

* Districts limit voters’ choice; The current at-large system allows you to
vote for all city councilors, Districts would only allow you to vote for one
counciior every four years.

* Arecent poll showed that 77% of Gresham residents are satisfied with
their city government. Despite limited resources, we have competent
leadership on the city council that engages the community and stretches your
tax dollars further than any of the 10 largest cities in Oregon. The city council
works together to create jobs, provide top-notch police and fire services, and
make Gresham the most livable community possible. Districts would
jeopardize their ability to work as a unified council to solve our community’s
challenges.

* Districts would limit you to electing just one councilor instead of all six, even
though all six have a significant impact on the direction of the community.
We believe in accountability in government, which means that a/l council
members should be accountable to all citizens of the city they represent.

* “They shouldn’t try to fix what isn’t broken. The current six members of the
council and the mayor are elected on a citywide basis, and we've seen no
evidence over the past three decades to indicate that there’s anything wrong
with the at-large system. We believe it's much better to draw from the larger
pool of candidates that will be available citywide. We fear that the
[districting] proposal could be a distraction from the important business the
council is dealing with today.” -The Qutlook, 6-22-12

Don’t throw away your right to vote for 80% of those who represent you.

Please join us, and vete NO on 26-141, Keep your right to vote for your entire city
council,

(318 words]
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-*Supporters Argument in Oppaosition
Please join your friends and neighbors in voting NO on 26-141. We believe in One
Gresham,

Shane T. Bemis, Mayor of Gresham

Karylinn Echots, Gresham Council President
Josh Fuhrer, Gresham City Councilor

Lori Stegmann, Gresham City Councilor
David Widmark, Gresham City Councilor
€arol Nielsen-Hood, Former Gresham City Councilor
Dave Shields, former Gresham City Councilor
Thomas Griffith, Former City Councilor

Greg Matthews, State Representative

Brian Lessler, President/CEO, PDG Construction Services, Inc.
Carla C. Piluso, Gresham Pelice Chief, retired
Joan Albertscn, Charter Review Committee
Harrison Braaksma, Charter Review Committee
Chris Lyons, Charter Review Committee
Travis Stovall

John Sage

Bess R, Wills

Jim Hood

Michael Patrick

Sue Piazza

Sherrill Widmark

Kirk French

Stan Morris

Sue O’Halloran

Michael McClintic

Mardella Stevens (Mardy)

Joyce E. Miller

Timothy M. Welch

Matthew Norquist

Martin L. Stone

Tom Hughes, Metro Council President

“They shouldn’t try te fix what isn’t broken. With all the economic and budgetary issues
Gresham hay in front of it right now, this does ot strike us as the best tiriie to bring ap the
question of whether city councilors should be elected by district in this city. It’s hard
enough already to find people who are willing to spend many, many hours each week in an
unpaid position that also has a tendency to invite criticism and personal attacks from those
who disagree with council decisions.” Outlook Editorial, The Outlook, 6/22/12



We believe in OneGresham ... United.
Learn more at Www.onegresharm.org:
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Revising the structure of Gresham’s city council around the parochial, district concept
presented in Baliot Measure 26-141 is a bad idea for our community, Webster defines
parochialism as “ihe state of being parochial: especially: selfish pettiness or narrowness
(as of interests, opinions or-views)”. Under this six district structure, government
decision making will grind to recurring stalemates as new districts’ councilors, beholding
to their local constituency, will loose perspective on city-wide and regional goals and
economic development,

Qur current city council structure is a highly effective body of representation at large. It
allows dedicated leaders from throughout the community to serve governance needs. The
current council structure is very accessible and responsive to ALL individual residents,
neighborhood associations and the business community. Under their leadership Gresham
has achieved an unprecedented level of cooperation with our 3 neighboring cities
resulting in the first regional, joint fransportation study, funded by Metro. The outcome is
an Cast County transportation plar, addressing the critical north soiith corridor
improvements required to keep our region livable over future decades, District
representation would be a giant step backwards, resulting in a council focused inwardly
on small aspects of the community rather than forward thinking, big picture governance
for the benefit of the entire community.

Creation of new district boundaries will obliterate current neighborhood associations’
influence and ability to affect planning commission and city council decisions. Who or
wihat interests will determine the boundaries of these 6 new districts? The formulation of
these 6 districts have no assurance of increasing ethnic, economic, or demographic
representation in city government. Presently all members of the community have an
‘'opportunity to vote for all council positions, not just a roster of candidates from an
arbitrary district boundary .

Maintaining the current council structure is critical to the business environment and

economic vitality of Gresham. District representation will negatively impact our ongoing
ability to stimulate economic development and create new jobs in this focal economy.

Brian Lessler





