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Vote No on Measure 26-143
Historically, Multnomah County voters have been very generous toward the Library.

Qver time they have approved property taxes to the extent that it has become one of the most
expensive library systems in the country.

On a per resident basis, the $61-million-a-year Multnomah County Library costs more than double the
national average.

Measure 26-143 may look tike a continuation of the fevy process. It's not and that is why a prudent
person would vote it down.

It would a big mistake to create a permanent taxing authority to a group of unefected government
employees who will no longer have to answer to voters.

For more information & news on your taxes go to OregonWatchdog.com
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Statement in Opposition to Muitnomah County Ballot Measure 26-143

The Multnomah County Library system offers valuable services to citizens, but there is no need
to create a new library tax district. The library already receives generous tax support through
voter-approved levies. According to Willamette Week (8/1/12), the library receives county
funding of $81.35 per capita, while the national average is $38.95.

Despite this generous support, library service levels are actually low compared with peer cities.
Last year, the Multnomah County library had a budget of $61.9 million to pay for 18 branches,
while Denver operated 22 branches for only $30.9 million and Seattle ran 27 branches for $50.4
miltion.

Library managers have been unable to contain the high cost of labor. In 2011, MCL spent an
average of $77,281 per full-time equivalent staff position. This went up to $80,340 in 2012 and
is $81,432 for the current budget. Yet, when management felt that cuts needed to be made this
year, they closed the libraries one day per week.

The current library tax levy rate is $0.89 per 51,000 in assessed value; under Measure 26-143
the new, permanent rate will jump to $1.24 per $1,000, costing the average homeowner $49
per year in new taxes.

Unfortunately, there is no guarantee that actual library services would be maintained or
improved with the new money. The library now receives $14.9 million in general fund dollars
from Multnomah County, and the County could easily transfer all of that money to other
programs.

Indeed, as the Portland City Economist told the City Council on July 18, 2012, “Effectively, the
majority of the increased taxes from a new library district will go to supplant funding from
Multnomah County’s General Fund, not increase the library’s budget.”

The county library is already better funded than most urban libraries; there is no need for a
new taxing district. Voters should Vote NO on Measure 26-143.





