MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON
PROCLAMATION NO. 68

Proclaiming June 15th, 2026, as Elder Abuse Awareness Day in Multnomah
County, Oregon.

Multhomah County Finds: -

A. Older adults deserve to be safe and should be treated with respect and dignity to
enable them to serve as leaders, mentors, volunteers and thriving members of
our communities. Elder Abuse Awareness Day is an opportunity to promote a
better understanding of the issue of abuse.

B. Eider abuse is estimated to impact 1 in every 10 older Americans. (National
Center on Elder Abuse). It takes many forms, including physical abuse, verbal
abuse, neglect, financial exploitation, and issues of self-neglect. Elder abuse may
be perpetrated by family members, friends, caregivers or strangers. Only 1 in 24
cases of elder abuse is reported. (National Center on Elder Abuse).

C. Muitnomah County is committed to safeguarding our residents, preventing
abuse, and offering necessary support services through its Aging, Disability, and
Veterans Services programs. Adult Protective Services works in tandem with the
Public Guardian and Conservator Program and the Adult Care Home Program to
prevent and respond to abuse. Public Guardianship provides court-ordered
intervention and support for those at high risk of abuse and exploitation.

D. Recognizing and reporting abuse or concerns for the well-being of older adults to
Adult Protective Services is a responsibility shared by all of us. Supporting the
well-being and safety of older adults requires us to educate ourselves and our
community to recognize the signs of abuse.

E. Financial exploitation of older adults is the most common form of abuse. Annual
losses for Multhomah County residents are estimated at over $20 million.
Multnomah County is committed to collaborating with our local law enforcement
pariners to address all crimes against older adults.

F. Effectively responding to elder abuse requires a connected and coordinated local
services system. Adult Protective Services administers a reporting system and
investigates reports of elder abuse. Collaboration throughout the County and
community is imperative. We recognize the impoitant partnerships that support
the well-being, safety, and independence of our most vulnerable citizens.



Multhomah County Proclaims:

June 15, 2026, as Elder Abuse Awareness Day in Multnomah County. We encourage all
agencies, advocates, and citizens to recognize the importance of building a safe and
inclusive community for older adults.

SIGNED this 17th day of June, 2026.

REVIEWED:
JENNY M. MADKOUR, COUNTY ATTORNEY
FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON
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Jenny M. Madkour, County Attorney

SUBMITTED BY: Commissioner Meghan Moyer, District 1, and Commissioner Julia
Brim-Edwards, District 3
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