MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON

PROCLAMATION NO. 71

Proclaiming June 2026 as Immigrant and Refugee Heritage Month in Multhomah County,
Oregon. :

Multnomah County Finds:

A

Multnomah County will continue to be a sanctuary jurisdiction, open and welcoming to
all, and serving all, regardiess of documentation or immigration status. We will defend
and protect the rights and continue to ensure access to services such as housing,
healthcare, and other safety net services, regardless of immigration status. Multhomah
County was proud to codify its sanctuary status into county code in March of 2026 and
moved emergency funding to support legal, rent, utility, transportation, and food
assistance programs and services.

Multnomah County rejects the blatant xenophobic rhetaric, tactics and fearmongeting
meant fo divide our communities on the basis of place of birth. We remain committed to
supporting all those who live here and who are working to make Multhomah County
thrive. It has led our efforts for culturally specific programs, fund culturally specific
positions, and website translation work.

Generations of immigrants from all corners of the globe have been essential to this
country’s economic and cultural strength and resilience. Whether they arrived centuries
ago or more recently, immigrants have helped build our infrastructure, fuel innovation,
and create our prosperity. Immigrants confribute to Multhomah County's economy,
agriculture, cuisine, and health care; they run political organizations, start and operate
businesses, employ hundreds of thousands of Oregonians, and represent us at almost
every level of elected office.

Immigrants enrich Multnomah County with their traditions, their arts and culture, their
foods, and their global perspective. We honor the diversity of our immigrant
communities, recognizing that each of their journeys to the United States has been
distinct - as is their experience once here - and that their diversity strengthens the fabric
of our society.

Multnomah County recognizes that immigrants who are in the intersection, people who
hold more than one identity, face higher disparities than their peers. We acknowledge
that in a time of increased immigration enforcement Black and Brown migrants are
being harmed, displaced, and detained at very disproportionate rates. We acknowledge
the denial of access to care and safety for trans and LGBQIA2S+ migrants is also on
the rise,

Multnomah County sends condolences to the families and communities who lost loved
ones between January 2025 - May 1st, 2026, including five United States citizens who
were killed during dangerous immigration enforcement efforts, 39 known deaths of
people who died in detention facilities, and the unknown deaths of those deported into
hostile lands and unsafe conditions.



G. Immigrant Heritage Month gives Multnomah County the opportunity to honor our diverse
immigrant communities and their unigue stories; to recognize their enduring
contributions; and to commit to implementing the policies, programs, and practices that
will ensure that they will thrive for generations to come.

H. Multnomah County welcomes and supports immigrant communities from all over the
world as vital members of our community. The County is committed to working in
partnership with our employees, community members, and immigrani-serving
organizations to enhance Multhomah County as a place for all to develop and grow in
safety, trust, and belonging.

I Multnomah County recognizes the work and efforts from our Immigrant and Refugee
and Queer Trans and People of Color Employee Resource Groups for championing our
sanctuary county efforts,

J. Multhomah County recognizes the work of our immigrant and refugees serving
community based organizations, and want to give a special thanks to IRCO,
Metropolitan. Public Defenders, and Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon's SOAR legal team
for partnering with the County to provide immigration related legal assistance during our
state of emergency.

Multnomah County Proclaims:

1. The month of June 2026 as Immigrant Heritage Month celebrating all residents of
Multnomah County who identify as immigrants.

2, Multhomah County reaffirms its commitment to recognizing the diversity of experience
of immigrant and refugee communities in Multhomah County, eradicating xenophobic
policies and practices, and working to implement best practices for language access,
data disaggregation, and civic engagement.

3. Multnomah County will continue to expand language access, support culturally specific
approaches, and partner with our Immigrant and Refugee employees and contract
partners.

Signed this 17th day of June, 2026.
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REVIEWED:
JENNY M. MADKOUR, COUNTY ATTORNEY
FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON
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SUBMITTED BY: Commlssioner Shannon Singleton



