MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON
PROCLAMATION NO. 72

Proclaiming June 2026 as Pride Month for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender,
Queer, Intersex, Asexual, and Two Spirit (LGBTQIA2S+) Community in Multhomah
County, Oregon.

Multnomah County Finds:

A. Pride celebrates members of the LGBTQIA2S+ (queer) community and acts as
a visual and emotional resistance to those who wish to erase our existence
from public life. The celebration of Pride can have different meanings,
depending on the person, but ultimately centers around the honoring of our
authentic selves and the right to be honored for who we are.

B. Multnomah County is proud to be the home and place of work for so many
members of the queer community. The County values our large queer
community, and the contributions they are making to the County. The County
strives to make itself a safe and welcoming place for the queer community to
work and live, and knows it still has a long way to go.

C. Multhomah County acknowledges that recent years have brought setbacks to
the progress the queer community has made since the first Pride. We are
witnessing and experiencing: a rise in homophobia and more acutely
transphobia; attacks on gender-affirming care; reduced access to basic
services; increased violence; the erosion of civil rights; and the continued and
vicious dismantling of the social and cultural safety nets built to keep members
of the queer community safe.

D. Multnomah County acknowledges that the intense attack on the queer
community, especially trans people and queer people of color, has caused
serious harm and that these attacks are intense and ongoing. The County
recognizes that, as an employer, it is not doing enough to retain queer
employees and must do better.

E. Multnomah County has and will continue to offer services in a culturally
responsive way that values the unique needs and experiences of the queer
community. Multnomah County is proud to offer culturally specific services
through our libraries, Health Department, Homeless Services Department,
Department of County Human Services, and more.

F. Muiltnomah County appreciates those working in public-facing roles as
members of the queer community. Every time you interact with the public, you
signal that Multnomah County is a place where All Are Welcome, including and
especially members of the queer community. Multnomah County also



acknowledges that working in a public-facing role as a member of the queer
community is notably difficult due to harassment by the public. The County
thanks you for your service to the public good and commits to providing
resources and support for these difficult experiences.

Employee survey data and shared personal experiences illustrate that the
County has work to do to ensure the County is a safe, respectful, and equitable
workplace for employees who are members of the queer community. While the
County has made progress to improve its environment for queer employees
over the years, it is clear this work is unfinished. Multhomah County commits to
improving its work environment so that employees who are members of the
queer community feel safe, welcomed, respected, and wanted in the County.

Openly queer elected officials play an important role in the queer community
seeing themselves represented in public spaces. Multnomah County has
proudly had three queer commissioners. Barbara Willler became the first
openly leshian woman to serve on the Board (2010), Jesse Beason became
the first openly gay man to serve on the Board (2023), and Commissioner
Meghan Moyer became the first openly queer person elected to the Board
(2025).

[.ocal queer advocates and activists play a crucial role in the queer community.
Multnomah County is honored and graced by Kathleen Saadat’s activism and
leadership for the queer community. Saadat is a Black lesbian woman who
helped organize Portland’s first Pride march, was Oregon's director of
affirmative action, was key in drafting Portland’s first civil rights ordinance
which banned discrimination based on sexual orientation, and she was a key
opponent of the 1992 anti-queer Measure 9. Saadat is one of many local queer
advocates who have shaped the world to be a better place and that Multnhomah
County is thankful for.

Pride is the commemoration of the Stonewall Uprising, which took place on
June 28, 1969, and 2026 marks its 57th anniversary. The Stonewall Uprising
was a pivotal moment: members of the queer community fought back against
police harassment and catalyzed newfound energy for queer rights. It is
important to recognize that the celebration we have today is due to the
Stonewall Uprising and the bravery of transwomen of color, namely Marsha P.
Johnson and Sylvia Rivera. Johnson and Rivera were key participants in the
Stonewall Uprising and advocates for youth who were members of the queer
community and experiencing homelessness, and provided housing for them
despite their own experiences of housing insecurity. Johnson and Rivera also
importantly fought for transgender rights within the broader gay rights
movement.



K. Choosing to celebrate Pride is an act of resistance and resilience. Pride is the
celebration of self in spite of the bias, bigotry, and fear the queer community
continues to face. Pride, and the heightened visibility during the month of Pride,
is an open refusal to hide or be hidden. We march and celebrate during Pride
for our selves, but also we celebrate our queer identities for those who are
struggling with self acceptance, a lack of community and the loneliness that
comes from fear of rejection for being our authentic self.

L. Multnomah County is proud to be the home and place of work for so many
members of the queer community. The County commits to continuing its
support of the queer community through improving service and workplace
conditions.

Multnomah County Proclaims:

June 2026 as Pride Month for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer,
Intersex, Asexual, and Two Spirit (LGBTQIA2S+) Community in Multhomah County,
Oregon, and with this proclamation affirms commitment to supporting the rights,
inclusion, and the liberation through justice for all regardless of sexual identity or
gender identity.

ADOPTED this 1st day of July, 2026.
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REVIEWED:
JENNY M. MADKOUR, COUNTY ATTORNEY
FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON
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Jenny»»M. Madkour, County Attorney

SPONSORED BY: Commissioner Meghan Moyer, District 1



