
MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON 

PROCLAMATION NO. 81 

Proclaiming July 11, 2026 as Portland Fashion Institute Day in Multnomah County, 
Oregon. 

Multnomah County Finds: 

A. The Portland Fashion Institute was founded in 2002 as Portland Sewing with a
beginning sewing class for just four students. Now, Portland Fashion Institute
offers beginner, intermediate and advanced sewing classes as well as three
programs in apparel design, technical development and fashion business.

B. The Portland Fashion Institute is a nonprofit fashion design school with a mission
to introduce creative people to the apparel skills they need to get a job or better
job in the industry — or to simply enjoy a more productive life.  Portland Fashion
Institute believes in a debt free education while promoting a diverse, progressive,
sustainable and ethical industry.

C. From day one, it has upheld a powerful commitment to provide a debt free,
affordable and accessible education. As a nonprofit determined to remove
financial barriers, the Portland Fashion Institute has ensured that creativity and
opportunity remain within reach for all.

D. Portland Fashion Institute faculty are all active professionals in the apparel
industry, bringing real world experience into every classroom. Their expertise
equips students with practical skills, strong career pathways, and the confidence
to excel in the evolving industry. This commitment to applied hands on learning
reflects core founding values and reinforces the mission of fostering meaningful,
lasting economic opportunity.

E. The Portland Fashion Institute fills a vital workforce need for Portland's 41
apparel manufacturers, and many more across the region. Portland Fashion
Institute’s steady growth over the past 16 years demonstrates how deeply it is
fulfilling that mission.

F. More than training students, Portland Fashion Institute changes lives and helps
make fashion dreams come true.



Multnomah County Proclaims: 

July 11th 2026 as Portland Fashion Institute Day in Multnomah County, Oregon.  

SIGNED this 19th day of August, 2026. 

REVIEWED: 
JENNY M. MADKOUR, COUNTY ATTORNEY 
FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON 

By: 

Jenny M. Madkour, County Attorney 

SUBMITTED BY: Commissioner Shannon Singleton, District 2 


