Chapter 6 — Wildfire Smoke

6.4 Wildfire Smoke Mitigation

6.4.1 Recommended Household, Workplace, and Community-Level Mitigation
Strategies

The Wildfire Smoke Guide for Public Health Officials, 2021, identifies strategies to reduce
exposure and risks to wildfire smoke. The best thing to do is to limit exposure to smoke. Staying
indoors when the air quality is at unhealthy levels is usually the best way to seek refuge from
wildfire smoke. These priority risk reduction strategies can be implemented at the household,
workplace and community level, along with information on how to access resources locally.

e Stay indoors

¢ Limit physical activity

e Reduce indoor air pollution sources

e Use air conditioners and air filters or cleaners
e Provide cleaner air spaces

e Use respiratory protection

6.4.2 Organizational Mitigation Actions

Mitigation priorities and actions identified in this plan are based on recommendations from the:

= EPA’s Wildfire Smoke Guide for Public Health Officials, Revision 2019,

= Multhomah County's Wildfire Threat and Smoke Intrusion Incident After Action Report
(2020)

» Regional Disaster Preparedness Organization's Extreme Heat and Wildfire Smoke:
Reducing Risks to Public Health in the Portland Region Report (2021)

= Public surveys described in 6.2.2 Surveys: Understanding Public Preparedness

= CWPP Smoke Subcommittee’s wildfire smoke mitigation action workshops

= Interviews with stakeholders in 2021 and 2022.

Six overarching priorities for action items emerged during the planning process and were
confirmed by the CWPP Smoke Subcommittee.

1. Preparedness- Actions taken before a wildfire smoke incident to help reduce impacts of
smoke.

2. Community partnership- Actions that involve engaging with and getting feedback from
the community or organizations that serve the community.

3. Community outreach- Actions in which information or resources are provided to the
community.

4. Caring for the most vulnerable- Actions that specifically help to mitigate impacts of
wildfire smoke on the populations with the highest risk of health effects.
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5. Safety/Shelters- Actions specifically related to emergency shelter spaces and life safety
resources and procedures.

6. Collaboration and coordination- Actions involving multiple agencies or organizations
working together and leveraging existing efforts to increase efficiency and resilience.

The mitigation actions are listed in two tables below. The first table has seventeen actions with
an identified lead agency or agencies. Each action includes a description, lead, partners and
identifies which mitigation priorities are addressed by that strategy. A lead is one or more
organization most likely to coordinate that action, and the actions are grouped by lead agencies.
Supporting partners are listed alphabetically — those organizations are a selection of partners
that may have roles in the implementation of actions. Ultimately, implementation will be driven
by the lead agency, and the list of supporting partners may add or subtract partners as projects
are developed.

The second table lists actions that were identified as priorities by the Wildfire Smoke
subcommittee, but do not yet have leads identified. These actions are considered to of equal
importance, and are maintained in to ensure they remain available for future work planning,
where a coordinating agency can be eventually identified.

For actions in both tables, it is important to note that these actions are not regulatory
requirements, but a representation of a roadmap for reducing wildfire smoke risk over time.
Changes in priorities, resources and research may alter these actions over time, and new
partnerships may develop that will change the approach or coordination point for actions. Future
planning efforts will continue to track actions for progress or to note how they may shift roles,
responsibilities or goals over time. A description of specific steps to ensure these actions will
continue to be monitored and improved is located in Chapter 4 — Plan Implementation and
Maintenance.
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Multnomah County Department
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Portland Bureau of Emergency
Management
Portland Housing Bureau
Build off the Multnomah County
Preparedness Advocates model | a¢fordable housing organizations
to develop a train-the-trainer . o
model to create and conduct Community Based Organizations
multi-lingual training and . Gresham Community and
outreach to county populanons Neighborhood Engagement
most sensitive to wildfire smoke
(as identified in Subsection Multnomah County Department
6.3.4). of Human Services
Outreach includes: Multnomah County Health
o critical wildfire smoke Beriartmﬁ.nt, Cogmcnumty,t
health and safety artnerships and Capacity
21 : . -
information Building ® ® ¢ o ® ®
« preferred filtration supplies | Multnomah County Health
e clear instructions on how to aggﬁl{]tment, Environmental
filter air at home
e how to find a cleaner air Neighborhood Associations
Space Neighborhood Emergency
« where to find air and smoke | Teams
forecasts Portland Office of Neighborhood
e how to stay safe indoors Involvement
e how to stay safe outdoors School Districts
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Multnomah County and City of
Echo OHA and OSHA Portland Joint office of Homeless
messaging for people who are Services
likely to be outdoors during
wildfire smoke events, including | Multnomah County Health
22 outdoor workers, people who are | Department, Environmental ® o o
unsheltered, and others who Health
cannot access a cleaner air Organizations that serve people
space. who are unsheltered
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cleaning supplies for the Health
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events. -50als Include reducing | g sainapility
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24 wildfire smoke eyent, .throu.gh Multnomah County Emergency o o [ ) [ )
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Action 23, and 2) through an
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process during a wildfire smoke | Management
event. Portland Housing Bureau
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Work with partners to identify

which air filtration and air cleaner

supplies and equipment are
needed to meet cleaner air best
practices for shelters, and add
those items to the shelter
inventory list.

Multnomah County Department
of County Assets, Facilities

Multnomah County Department
of County Management, Risk
Management

Multnomah County Department
of Human Services

Multnomah County Emergency
Management

Multnomah County Health
Department, Environmental
Health

Portland Bureau of Emergency
Management

Portland Parks & Recreation
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